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THE PIONG4xtS WHO BLAZZO THi TRAILS OF CIVILIZATION ;L:5TuAZXD 


Some one has said: 
"A nation ashamed of its ancestry will be despised by its 


Posterity.' 


" Li W 
LJ 5r 
» 
ET. M" 
Ga Wa x m XJ 
2 
- 5e 
i 
Lo ! 
*i L 
[ 
n 
Lr tege one em 
* An 
[^ - 


dat HOITARIIVIO 30 erst ant XSAIH Ol 


AU CLER 
. "M d UK. E $À m 
bé | EV 


1 s Sul) 


usise wo? &ao exon " 
jdn - jn 


| PIT H D MER - / 


ad dias bsaljoso ed ie. MibiMs edil 10 l1 "ur 


"xd iredaol : UN 
i ," "t. 


TOR DSL UMWwO OIN T EN IS 


Ffape 
Preiácg.....Q.a mraeeestosecctsocsoceócavsotesootesscooossóteecs 
EDO ON. EE ON USER E DUET SEE DER da d ed ass Metri spesesite vs 
Some PoemS.e.^eessececeeccectebotvetesontostoctosossoeseceepsoovtovo 
orci dp a Eze eo GEI de X XS EY ET SEESRTKA T TEOEREXILTLTCXETCRLDTITET 
Campaigns Against the Inàians by Ceneral lelson &. jiles........ 
Campaigns Against the Indians by Col. ixonald 3. iackenzie....... 
More About the Horses Killed by lackenzie...... eso cec 0c5e0*900 
The Legend of the Lackenzie Crossing on the Tule........ ooo ccc 
Àn Interview with Some Indians wuho vere There..... e.c e o eoe oe 
barly EF or 4uitaque ianch Hands... «-eeeoeecc6deecotboactececoes 
The coming of the HdomesteaderS.....- ee eeecoeeceoosscocoocescococe 
Tue Drovrned TAY. .w.ee» on ne side nibesesoesvesesovegnpotvascevép 
The First Store Building in 3llverton...-»ee*eee0e00o5u0*00900090 
lore Houses zrected in SilvertOn....eeeccoc-ococsoceccococeccocce 
Surveying Silverton....e^.ceeecevocecsoteoveveececcecovcecccscoo 
Á zsanily ioves to Briscoe from Dovn State...eec ee eeeeeeeee osos 
Ihe First Sunday SchoOol.......-e ec eoecoecooso sso ecooocotocccocn 
The Forst Newspaperi.é....6 dh eusaeo en tesa asses esos tee ee 
LB Pet o6BoDINS LEURS OLET Qs as q rna caisqoein n m M09 E RO VoM e o ox 9 6o iiir 
10 3L aote cud ets e E Cc ez e i ECL Y IT RET ER E PRESTO TRR C LATIS ARIA TEIY 
ÀA Rough Discription of the County as a Wdhole....... eee eee ee een 
uris suce D reetedn uL LAUNE Qu suma» pi Med qs idR E e ws Y rr eUXY o» 
The Selection of a County Seat... . eec ee ee e eee sete oosooosocce 
The Organization of the County......e eese eeeoeoosocsaccoocene 
The Character of the len ;ho settled Briscoe County........ ee en 
FarDersvBeoone GOstUulembll..( Q5 ..0wetvse»tteobosces vo so noo seb 
Some sarly-Day rost Offices......e ee ee esee cose esse cesccescee 
Ihe First 4hite Child Born in Briscoe County....... e eee eee eee 
PFreighbing BUDDlileBS....... nee sees tenes. 992a eee € 
The First Revival ibeeting.(eoel6(. e eee eeeenotoosacoccosvecoosne 
Tho FirsU Oourt HOUSe.4.4.ee-ce«cec292cn*ete20ce creó onec sisi 
Tho Ü5mSLOlIyl,)..eecewoscteeecehasoaeeeeewesesceénoenose esee sse e 
The Public Schools of the County During the 1090!s........... e e 
ato ih neos ede I AA EROR oam y cr paa ort pln ie er cette ioi M Bel ME 
BULLOIMENDhe UAdlv uq welewa vede .eh s eR e eas ees vesper es 
Ihe Ex-Confederate HeunlOn.....«04.oce9e0evocecccotsooceeecocesseo 
pu e vid avis eee s SERRE T DON TEE RO C OE TE PED UE UAI CA PADURPC HORA 


À Bear ous LO Fe Peor qt. OEC Y PSU MC SET Me v ER ICD EY EE YYVETVEEZUET. 


The First Hanc reete cies aeteeinleieecseecie veste aine n o ele e P MOL S Ge 


4, v p 
ws4eteessrt 95099269 699p revo» eo" ^ EIL *s nts t M 


enhn nennen nnne nh enn hern 
, ie e dius a$ttter eae Aa nem tetto oti hae ide dial ^ H 
"3 Ws Mer m $evacooeo n ZIZILILILI AA sso n EU 
"I Ia 1o .direove NEDS eb ttosI9/ Ea eslomi e 
sess É"MiBIONSA: .C€ blhnon ToU. XS snstonf » 
sevo éoscdtescaseevessssDiütbioR! Vd Dsbtth- l 
m"——— án DNE ambaso1O olemedodi ed$ 1o i 
voenddrdptbespys va QEME oue ot ej&tbal emog dii 
m"-—-———Prrr T nion one |. - ga 
""""-"-"-"-"-"————————— PRÉ een grid 1o gnin edT 


-—— n 


sas SENE nad oovesió woe a MBA LE M -! 


—— PP ret Ses nt satbIhoe e1iodt Seats. edP 

ed esaphasesesevsesccevisessbsost OP tNMIEO EE Bijosrd eonUoH 
O——————— eR X 

sees hes senses esso e ODBJE HUOU mort eooai"d of sevo TuS 

NC QUU DEMNM OMRRDEU: cto nnt vsonue devi? edT 

6655 aqU$o coc olttrbecv o qhudin bones Dos pesa MEME TEMM dei e mU 

suas Redgusceshaséooss essa Rs MMC HMM deDdiNN Jje1l4 Ii 
sovoevediuessedesunbéves BEBE coru deu Mo 

4 sasessseosessceesSlodn & es wieso) eis 2o noZiqEoelu. fos 
| Sv cM ree bed'soe1J viuo : » 8 
esosossepavasesaras?vooeviuUapeasévMNME MEME n. 36 notdoefet ed 
Nic ied BUR. sere qn edd to nolfsziusy:0 ed 
eesesoas es Ninuoc eoosf«uE boíddoc odi mdi od) 1o 1:5fostalo ed? — n 
QierasieEnan ro sssssvesrsavsonsesescenesuiinLIAu) ondgad wasortei 
MENNNMNMCMUNEMUN. omm $203 véi-vfima emob — 
——— ÁO c ce NC end 

MdePR S OMNI Odare: LU e DRIORNES Le ripe ddr a. 
——————ÁÁÁ P n [svivel jewiu mi 
PREDA OEPETRURUOA — QUNM c NEA asd 

emen teen ens kien iae iugis sd dis ow nece cree e ITGIRIBOD d 
ensssossecssOB'ORDI sik gubPuAL viiuoU edf 1o &Í[ood9€ oiii e 

La MEMNMNENENITHERPUCUT V ord d 
ss dansé-oesovexyestatuenéasd Me SMERMERDEAEN ais gubLhd 
enemies nennen emi nn nne IO DL ejanreos1noU- 


ERRCRERODRR ERN qtaripablitióin 4 ane ud ed- 


pes bebphseeceudtadA nva Add RM dote aMvEM DRM PE PREMENEN med u : 


L 
| 
| 


d deni ad 


ATP E vd m S. E^ de ape E LII vct 


"a bey ute » 
1 E | 
v 
* D 
rH dote End ax "T M (ERA FETA E 
^. 
LL A n | M d b 
PEU E a. p. E " 
es a d 
ines It cd 
| IE n Ly la H 


PREFACE 


It has been my purpose to feature the pioneers viho 
settled Briscoe County up to 1900. 3Xuch more could Pave bcen 
said of many of these farilies but for the following facts: 
First, that many could not be located; second, so many gave sucn 
meager information, they seemed to bs afraid I vas trying io 
convict them of cov or horse stealing; tiuirà, i oia not bojrin 
to ro among people until 1l vas pnuysically unable to co so. 

It seams necessary because of ill health tnat Il bring 
tiis history to a close. 

The las Lenguas Oanon mentioned is wet ve navo alvays 
callec "Linguisnh." 

Briscoe County or other counties of iexas are rarely, 
if ever, folloveá by the name of the state, but in each instonce 


lexas is meant. 
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INT&ODUCTOXY, 

The idea of writing a history of the early setilers 
of Briscoe County, and especially those that really 
settled here in the 1890's is not a new one. Such an ioca has 
been in my mind for years. 

fhe history of any county of tho fannandle or 
of 4est jexas is fascinating because iti rs&as lice romancos 
of & pecuiiar Sort. ine history of the inólers rore was one 
Of péculier interest to r9 in xany vays, The vilà, ireo lire 
with ali its hardsnips vas probably one of considerable uap»oincss 
to tne Indians. No one could blame ihe 1noians for wanting to Xoop ine 
country for themselves. ihe life oi ine ranchzr, as typiiiod by 
Gharles Goodnignt and all the cowboys thzi worksa ior itüs ralo 
Juro, «uitague andà Tule zanches, was fascinating.  5ucn freccon really 
bscare a part of them. 

The ranches referreü to abov2 practically containeo 
all of B2riscoe County anc have been iniorestly writien of oy 
IBrley T. Surton of Clarendon under ine itle, Tii loro OF 
lis JA dio. 

John iuskin said,"One should not vrite a book unless 
he felt he could do it better than Some one else",  ;ithout laying 
any claims to such an idea I shali say a iex words about ny i 
have undertaken such a vork as this. 

First of all lI have always considered myself as a 
public servant. That idea has been my guidin, force through tho 
years that I have spent in service to my fellowran in what evor 
capacity I have worked for them. I taught school feeling that 
way. I practiced medicine for Àh3 long years feoling that vay. 


I want to feel that I am rendering my people à service in this 
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little volume. I want no Lip ws. rewara than to have it said 
of me vhen I am gone that like David,"He served his generation 
by the will of God and feli on sleep." Acts 13:36. 

Second, as one of the participants in the settling 
of Briscoe County. I attended the very first school t22i was 


2 tax-rolis 


He 


taught in the county, I helped H. Cris Seaman make ti 
in 1897 and again in 18980. I taught school 5 aifferent years in 
the county iron 109 to 1901. I practiced necicine hers from 
1916 to 1921. These contacts provicec ze with a xnowledgs of 


the people and tne county as well. 
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Third, I was born in the figures and havo a knack for 
Gates. Í nave cultivatea ry memory for dates snGó nanss of peopie 
and that will be of some help in this vork. 

lt is with fear an& trembling that I submit tuis 
for your approval or otherwise.  Since.:uen of tnis is strictly 
from mezory, l wi-l make -istakoes - all do tnat.  iowevor, it is 
with the utmost care that I navo tried to be cor-cect in every 
detail as I sav it. 

If I should seem to be partial toward any one it 
will probaàbly be because of the fact that such a ons touched 
and influenced my life more than o:;hers with whom I was not 
So much thrown. It seems that my life has been very democratic 


and that I should not be accused of showing favoritism torard 


any one, By ihe reader be charitable toward me. 
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A POEM, 

"MY FAVORITE PZOPLZ" 
In my book of Ui artus people! 
There are pages olà ane new, 
Ànd the ones that mean the most are those 
Reserved for folks like you. 
Above, zrom a Verse On À Valentine. 

ANOTHZR FOZL. 
Around the corner 1 nave a rriend, 
In this great city inat has no encj 
Yet, days go by &anaà weeks rusn on, 
And, before I knov it a year nas gone 
Ànà l never see my olc frienc'!s iecej 
For life is a swift and a terrible race; 
He knovs that I like him just as vell 
as in tbe Gays rben i rang ris bell 


And he rang rine--ve ver 
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Ànd now we are tired anc busy men- 

Tired with trying to maxo a name; 

"Tomorrow!" I say, li will cali on Jin" 

Just to show him that I a3 thünking of nim." 
But tomorro: comes and tomorrow goes, 

Ànd the distance between us groWs and grows, 
Around ihe corner--yet miles avay- 

Here's a telegram sif, "Jim died today". 

Ànd that is what we get and deserve in the end. 


Around the corner, a vanished friend. 
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TH& PRAIRIE SCHOONER 
Quoted from E. E. Dale'!s 
PRAIRIS SCHOON.R AND OTHER POELS 
When I see à prairie schooner by Edward :verett vale. 
With the tongue a-pointing west 
What a mighty nameless longing 
Always swells and fills my breast 
For it's headed ioward a country 
I shall always love the best 


Toward a land of stars and sunshine 


fowaerd the prairies of ihe west. 


It's a wide and woncrous region 
Naught it's virgin beauty mars 

Where the plains are strown with £gf/Y£g/ blossons 
As the sky is strewn with stars. 

Where tne air so keen anc bracing 
Gives to ife a joy and zest 

lakes the pulses leap and tingle 
There is faith that will not cie. 

Jhough a man may meet misfortune 
Failure never is confessed 

Where he mounts a prairie schooner 


With the tongue a-pointing west. 


So when from the ties that bine me 
Iat last shzll break avay, 
leave each sordid task behind me, 

As I surely shall sorecay. 
(nen I choose a craft for cruising 


Love or Fortune as my guest, 
It will be a prairie Schooner 
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INDIAN TRAILS AND CAWTS. 

There were certain factors that made this area 
& particular and favorite place for the Indians. There was 
plenty of good water and good grass for their horses anc to 
fatten the buffalo for their fall kill for ihoir vinter meat. 
The streams all had trees for shady places for their surmor 
camps. ihe canons had plenty of vood for fires curin; the 
winter. I presume that the Tule canon witu 115 i-ibutaries 
had more wood inan nearly all the otners conbine.. 

Primarily it is my desire to give the history of 
the people that settled Briscoe Country in toe 1890's.  iiowevcr, 
there were so many things that occurred witnin tne 
confines of this county before that tine tnat it seems .ell 
and proper to give some attention to the more icportant ones. 

All of the more imrpertant water courses coming from 
the plains had their 1Inoian Camps and Traiis leacing frou one 
camp to another. I shall mention those thai have io Go vitn 
this particular county and adjaceni areas. 

The creeks were not stretcnes of sand as we fina tiem 
at this date, or far that matter a good many years ago, but they 
all had clear running water and were teeming with fish. As an 
example I refer you to what Uncle !zi' kcOracken tolà me several 
years ago when asked why Vhit efish Creek in Donley Couniy 
was so named. He said, "Wnen I came here tho valley was covered 
with grasses and there was a small running stream of water in 
the middle and occassionaly there would be a deep hole alive 
with fish and here were so many that the water was wnite with 
them as they svam around each other." 


The obituary of Cal lerchant who came to the Canadian 


v.1708 iw EU 2598Íq xibade di pent À EL T 

edi gibus aevrl *01 beowy.1o vinefg "A : 

zelssduciuf 57f iiw aoadso sIut add Judf aümpaey T. .Tedriw 
. amidusos wréddo ad Iis wiXcem 8$ opow eom bai | 


i 1o vro$2£d edd evi o4 extesb vx " di xirumbH. didi ; 
2ov9wo A OQOUÍ cud ai vidnugp. 9oogrz oo[idee dad 9iígosq sid 
od "tbiiw erp taii snper vum rr oxow ozedi " 
lla. grese fi faf exti dad esoted vinuoo el 10 aenlinoo 1 
| coe ddsjaog lk eod ed? oj moljaedlfs moa evi oj asqouq bus 9 
"oTi snüimoo eseruo2 dedaw Jusdu"ezni sou ej 1o LfÀ 


ace qol qriboof sls] Du &qmeo naljar wteui Dad enlaiq eid 
dfiz o od sved Hd -— mnoijnsm Lima l^ .-2015 od qme» 
;  '.889is inessLbb ha ipii SaL DR edid 

seid oil ow es omen lo ;mudoiexée dog siew mioero edT ^ AE 


w A F 
XoUw* dud .ogs miss wrss boog a Tedjar Jadj x81 70 .odab aldd js . IN R 
na "A .Üaiidiiw ymimeod er9w hxs zodow gudgaut segigitont Hs. | 5 


Ís't9voe om nod uexosr02i 'In' elon Lu .o$ uox qol 1 : T rn rome 


P TAA 


| vónuoO elaci ak xee0 dEIló ii viw bens nudw ea Ln M 
t reeidioo eon vaL d uid ao Aem iiti x -- Aras | 
Xo aeiicls msetbe. | — 
Wells ofoj qeSb & vti i aime be 
 Abhraris cu depar Md fni gus oa orew à 


v gut 


t 


LI Ji 

id n 
D Ys 

V 


MUSEI 


River country in 1887 and who died at Clarendon, iarch lOtn, 
1918, contained the following statement, "He spent the rest of 
the winter pulling giant catfish from the Canaoian, then à stream witn 
blue water in the middle!!, 
In addition to the water and shade many of tne streams 
and adjacent canons haaG graps and plums. ine APA wilc grapes 
one could finc any place were found in the idoimes Creex Canon 
in Briscoe County. 
Ine two canping places that were afteruaras -uioun 
to have been in Briscoe County was th: one on Las linguas and 
the one in the deep Tuie Canon. 
Tne las Linguas was probably the greatest tracing camp 
any vhere in the entire rannandle anao west Texas. It was nere ine 
greaver part of the norses and mules ihau were stolen from set-.lers 
in Parker and surrouncing counties were traded to the 
ijexicans Comancnheros. The deep Tule Canon was strictly & winter 
camp. | Ashel Oross of Briscoe County -19hT- wno went to work 
for the JÀ Hanch in the spring of 1093, says,'Tlere is an arcoyo 
on the northnside of the canon and some 3 or lh miles fron where 
the Tule Creek empties into the Palo Duro, that is known as 
tepee Pole Arroyo". 
The above statement co-incides with that of the 
Statement of the guide Henry Strong. 
Dr. Angie Debo, Canyon, Texas, History and customs of 
ihe Kiowas, publi$ned in the ranhandle-FPlains Historical 
Heview, 193h, says, "The great fall hunt, made in early October 
when the buffalo were the fattest, was their time of Lharvest'. 
Dr. Debo quotes Henry Strong, a famous guide of the Mackenzie 
rxpeditions, who characterized the camping possibilities of 
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The Tule Canon: "This was always à great winter camp for the 
Indians, and it used to look lixe à (r3at wood yard. The squaws 
piled àry cedar wood between the trees sometimes 15 or 20 feet 
apart.! 
Here was water, wood and gress ara with their bufízlo 
meat they coulaà spend the wintsr easily enough. Tovsrd spring they 
probably went eastward into the Inaian Territory. 4s soon as ine 
E£rass became strong enough the braves wouid make uiüoir raicc on 
the settlers in Parker and adjacent places to get uorses ana mules. 
In addition to these two important camps in wnai is 
now Briscoe County there were others of note at ioaring 5prings, 
on tne Blanco Canon, the Yellowhouse Canon anc :.ooar!s Canon 
further South, 
Dr. À. C. Traweek, latador, Texas and who has been in rloyd 
or kotley since 1890 and who was well acoueintec vithn 4uaran 
Parker and his son Balówin Farker, says, "insat 4uanan Parxer always 
defer oed to Roaring Springs as Uy Big Spring!." 
The location of the Briscoe County area was stracetic. 
It was on the main trails from eastwarG anà southeastwaraà to 
the northwest and on into New iexico and Santa Fe. 
All Indian Camps were connected by trails. xxplorers 
who came this way travelled them through the country from east 
to west. Just when these camps were established is not definitely 
known, but they are mentioneà by Albert Pike who travelled through 
this region in 1032. Judge Àynesworth, Borger, Texas, now deceased, 
^ 
in some of his articles on the larcy :xpedition in 1052, says, 
"At almost every creek and especialiy the main rivers, and in 


suitable groves Indian signs etc. were visable everywhere. 
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Another reason for the big trail through the southern 
part of Briscoe County vas the abrupt escarpment. Prom the Quitaque 
Peaks north to the north bank of the Falo Duro Canon the 
escarpments are higher and more abrupt tnen anyynere else along 
the borders of the Great Plains Área, makxing travel from eastko 
west impossible at most points. liis ray be noticec at inis date 
when it is observed tnat no nigiways pass near tne Tule ana 
Palo Duro Canons from e8st to west betroen these ooints. 

jexas History is full of sucü episoaGes as no: tne 
Indians, after their raids had been rade on the setülements, came 
over certain trails. They wouló be follo;eG b; nen to the Wichita 
miver, near where the present city of .it2navca rails is now located 
ano on norihwest uniess perchance ihe setijlers cavs up 
the chase. It was over this route that the solciers under Col. 
Sul xoss came when Cynthia Ànn Parker wss ca;tured 2anà returned 
to her family dosn state.  .harles Cooanight vas reportec to nave 
been With Col. oss and Nr. -om rPoilard wao lived for sev.ral 
years near i/'cbean, Texas told t5e writer of his naving been with 
Col. aoss at the time. 

Ihis route brought them to the Pease ;iiver country. 
sither to Tongue River and the Roaring Springs area or to the 
las linguas north of the Quitaque Peaks.  4hile I am on this 
rivor business I should like to correct once and for all time 
the difference of las lenguas and Tongue Hivers.  lany vriters 
Show a lack of the knowledge of the country. They evidently think 
because they rean the same that they are one ard the same stream. 

- 

las Lenguas is a small stream running out of the las Lenguas Canon 


andi empties in to the Quitaque river just north of the ranch house, 
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of the old quitaque Hanch of Adair and Goodnight.  ijhis «uitaque 
lower down becomes a part of the North Pease Hiver. Tongue iiver 
is south of Matador and is in reality the South fcaso xiver. The 
Old Trail that used to come tnis way crossed longus :iver near 

12 or 15 miles sovtheast of Latador. iore will be said of this 
Trail in the next paragraph. How it is so easily confused as 


to think they are one and tbe sare river or creek-lhe to vords 


las linguas, the Spanish and iongue is english. They really both 


eu 


-| 


ican tongue or, tho Spoanisn, tno tonpuos. 

Under the title, "Characteristic Similarity of zxpeditions 
into the Great Plains", by d. B. Carroll, publishec in the 
Fanhancle-FIlains zistorical seview, 19531, ir. Car-zoli usss the oanue 
Fe zxpedition sent out by President .irabeau B. La"nar in l0hl. 
Ihis is a worderful articie and he illustrateó nis titie well. It 
is not my province to discuss the 2articie—oniy as it releies to 
the Briscoe County aree anà definitel:; points out one of tie rany 
trails thzt neaóed this way. 

ihis expedition was assembled around Austin and maáüe off 
from.zound iiock near there in vay 18hl with cattle and other 
Supplies. They go to Fort Griffin, across the Brazos River and £o 
norih passing near the west:srn part of iontague County. From there 
they go northzest over Indian treils to the Wichita idiver where 
they turn southwest and westwerd passing the narrors just east 
of tne present tosn of Benjamin.  lne route follosed from here to 
the northwest lead them over Cedar Mountain, or as we have called 
the country 50 years later, little Arizona. ihey continued northwest 
crossing the Wichita River about where Guthrie is located; then north west vi 
Tongue Hiver, the present, katador and nortlwest to th «uitaque 


peaks and Ias Linguas. He says, they ran out of food by the tine 
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they had reachsd the Marrows and had to live like the Incians. 
"Àn attempt to move nortiward ífrom tnis point brought 
the expedition $o the.edge of tne tableland they were on; tuat is to the 
edge of the seconcary plain."  ,uoting Carroll. 'nicn mesns tat 
the repellant, rough-hewn brakes of the little red Creek were 
reached.  Àn encounter with tne Kiowa Indians took place, whereupon the 
command dropped back to tne quitaque near ine nouth of linguas," 
H. B. Carroll continues as follo«sss: "General urder Ho. 20 
of Bvt. Brig. Gen!'l H. icieon, 3'"Amonz other thinzs, to inereas: our 
annoyance, our nunting parties, uniess made too large to nunt gane, 
are overwhnelmed by hundreds of Comanches, who nover at & most provcking 
distance, and prance around, in defiance of our jadea steeds.! 
"án aGvance horse jarty ascended to tüí2 level of tne 
llano 2stecado, crossed the Plains. To the west of the cap ran a 
long line of for-bidcing and grim-visatead blufrs cf tne llano .stacado, 
then thought impassasble for the wagons.  Nortiwsraà were thc xnogn 
impassabls brakes of the little ied.  :hey ascenocó io ine level of 
the Llano sstacado from Covtorwood Springs on the iinguisc oreek, 
up woat is known as the Mexican Írail, which ascendea the ilano 
Estacado about one mile south of the present nighway.  Procsecing 
over the high plains, the command camped at the Tuie Canon andà 
moved torards the present Tierra Blanco as their objective." 
Ihese horsemen finally after 13 days of travel reached 
Sante Fe. President Iamar!s Pxpedition was ended. 
Ihe foregoing statements show certain things: There 
were Indian Camps and Trails here in 10h1; tney encountereó tne Inoians 
and did battle vith them; chere was a marked trail through here 


at tnat time and it is this particular treil over vhich lackenzie 


travelled when he subdued the Indians. 
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This trail over which the Sante Fe £xpedition had 

come from I&rker and ilontazue counties was the trail over which 
men came to Priscoe County prospecting. However, vwhcn they roved 
their families later, they came vest from latacor along; the licdle 
FPease iiver on to the plains in Floyáà County. Those were 

the routes over which the people from Baylor anG other counties 
came, ?he road was stiil crossing over the OsdGar j»ountain bcicoen 
Benjamin and Guthrie in 1891, 50 years after tiis exocóition. 

Other trails loading io the rlains were rade Dy Incians ina 
their travels eastWarà from linguas etc. into the Iniüian Territory. 
These geve rise to roads leading from ied Hiver in tne Ohilàress 
and bstelline localities.  iBny came those roads. One ber oreat 
trail was that which led Zrom :ort Griffin arà camp Cooj;er and 
Phantom idll near the rresent tosn of Abilene, iexas. [iis was as 
much an Indian lrail as any that come this vay. This trail was used 
by iackenzie in his expedition of 1870, 1872 aná 187h. nis case 
by Double Xountain and on northsestwardà to the Blanco Canon.  ihis 
was the route folloved byfehose coming to Briscoe froaz 5tephens 
ani other counties doyn that way.  lhis soon became a prominent 
road down state in a very early Gate after kackenzie subaued tne 
Indians. 

There was à trail which started on the Tule Canon 
near what is and was known as the Oisneyborossing. Inis went south 
about 3 to 1 mile west of the Briscoo Gounty line passing through 
the John Bilackerby, 4. W. Reid, and George ieid places and continuing 
ub near the W. zd Burleson place and on through the Blanco Canon. 
There was no other reason for a road here except for use by the 


Indians going from the Tule to the Blanco Canon. 


The trail that we call the iackenzie lrail was there 


before he was born but to honor him, who wrought so well, 


pe Yt ag inis $Juoo br& &eo&iq — E 


bevos vdd aalw —" ini sq 
ell" a jofà wooBiaE mol d*oW | 
 coPpeu Lo yao "T ! 
eoi * reilfio Sri tod moTi POUR Ba 

noc jod misjuuo | W*apsU edf Tewo iteeoto [ilda pol E ! 
«e t tous ao ubi tjs srhey OR LIOBÍ axi oPwidSÜ bus nusLf 4d 
AI Bab xit Vd wisi sos ariebl id od o:toeól Siga ad 7» 
ohio? bre naliP eWi Gm cefé € movi ssvteno oovitd — ra | 


pe 


vw s12fkd9 364 nf xevlin nes 3Ó"uX atbent sso 93 aai: svsa ema / 
4591; voto 3)  .Gboó^ ouod smz59 ursi -eoiiHiacoi. — FT i | 
ove 15 060 qub Drs grill ind $101 moti bel dotdw deii sbw Ifeu) — 
sh egw BENI QBSEOD QU PT E nvo3 dcénsdh edi "Ben IIE: mojneH 
bes. sow Lio) &düT | .wxew clin) ec40 51) gra 98 fiit malocI 45 down 
s so mhil QdTI naa SYOI Q0T8I $36 q612150qm9 abit otaneaiodil qd 
shi; .noaas esrpSIH onjd oJ ovewtoswiden no ins ntasruo eldpoi wd 
amedg53C BoMi sossiiü oi gibmd» ecocdr bowoffol duo di im 
dtromiroc; s omaood moos si? vem dad? aquob — T 2M 
oi3 bembdge-etameygon: Nis ejsb lise qYow s mi ofeds mob bsot 


ü$uoe jaew eidT ' ip 


sigo gnreegs erf ori adicto "" 


M NS 


For this great section of the state, it is anà shoula be called 
the Mackenzie Trail. 

llention has been made of tne Comancnsros, tue Mexicans 
who traded with the Indians.  J. svetts 5aley, vanyon, lexas, wiile 
in the employ of the 5. T. S. Co lege and the »tate University at 
Austin, Texas, made a very intensive study of tne trails through 
these parts. In his article on the Comancheros publishec in his 
book, Charles Goodnizht, Cowman and rlainsman,and, also in 
& similer article published in the 2outuioestern iistorical quarterly, 
January 1935, ie gives a definite course for a southern anc 
a norihern trail. 

«uoting a few of his observations: 

"In 1805, a Oaódo told Jonn Sibley vüuat ne hac traded 
and visited in 5»ante Fe forty years before, apparently ihe trace 
was establisned by the middle of tne lÓth Century, arnà j;rew in 
volume anà significance with the yesrs." 

"Albert Pike, the explorer, left B3osque iedondo, on the recos 
September 21st, 1832 and erossed over the southern trail 
by way of the lakes to Yellow House Canon." 

"The northern trail came out of New Mexico by way of 
Tucumcari Zountain and forked near the Texas line.  lhe left fork 
continued Gown the Canadian, along the Fort Smith roaá, to a 
irading £round at las Tecovas, or Sanborn Springs, near Amarillo. 
The right branch turned to the southeast and followed the Palo 
Duro to a site near the present tosn of Oanyon. Then, turned south 
to strike the Tule above the breaks, proceeding to the foot of 
the plains on the Quitague, and came to camps on the heaá branches 
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Followming this trail southeastward by way of the 
Double iiountain to fort Griffin and you have a pretty dofinite 
idea of what was known as the iackenzie Trails 
Setilers of 2riscoe County, north. part of 210yd and 
the eastern edge of Svishsr County fol!osed this trail to ámarillo 
for supplies crossing the Palo Duro Caron B !mos tidie South 
of Washington street some Ó or lC milies fro its interscotion 
with 36th Avenue - the present highway from Canyon aná ino sout:zrest. 
What has been ziven in regard $0 these Indian Jarps and 
Trails vas not to discuss them in full nor to discuss the articles from 
which the informetion was taken. Ihe purpose was to get à clear insight 
of them that we might see how Briscoe Count; was involve vitu bnem. 
Ine iackengie Trail entered thc county irom tne sovtne&st 
Just as the Quitague Zreek was crozSed beloy iis junction witn the 
Ias iinguas. Since being surveyeó ue will say it entered the count; 
on section 2h, Block 3. £rom hsre it took a nortiwosteriy course and 
crossed the corners of quarters of sections 23, 22, 15, 16, 11, 10, 8 
or Block 3; thence a little more westsrly tnrough sections 129 and 128 
to Cottonwood Springs; thence northerly through sections lll aná 115 
in Block G & M; cominz up the escarpment near tne southeast part 
of section one Block B 1; norbthwesterly through section ones; then, 
nearly west through the sough part of sections, 9, lh, 23, 39; then a 
little norühwesterly through sections 5h, 67, 68, 79, 9h, 21, 22,19, 18, 
Pan 15 to 202; thence, westerly around the head of the draws and itock 
Creek through sections 202, 207, 208, 213, and 21h into Swisher County. 


From here it is about 3 miles to the head of the Tule. 
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INDIAN CAMPAIGNS-G:N. MILLS 

Plans were made in 187h to rid the country of the 
Indians, The battle of Adobe l/ialls, Pto 2(5 185^, was one of the 
decisive battles of the campaign, but since we are not trying to cover: 
the entire subject of the Indian removal, and since it cid not 
reach into CONSER County, we will leave the matter of the Adobe alls 


battle to rest vith the above statements. 


REPORT OF GZN. NsSLSON A. &ILus OF HIS OPZaATIONS 
(Aug. 187h to i&rch hthn, 1875) 


The full report may be found in the jussum at Canyon, iexas 
and through the kindness of the vurator, C. Boone icOlure, 1 was allowed 
to copy it. I herewith quote from this report sbout lnóian 
Hostilities in Briscoe county. 

"Sir: - I have the honor to submit the folloving repor 
of the operations of the Indian Terriory rxpedition:'" 

In compliance with Special Order No. 11h, Series, 1871, 
Headquarters Üepartment of the i3ssouri, the expedition was orranized 


at Zort Dodge, Kansas, in the early part of august, 107h. Tt consisted 
of eight companies of the Sixth vavalry, which were organized as Uuo 
equal battalions, commanded by iajors Compton and b»iddle, »ixth Cavalry; 
four companies of the fifth Infantry, from which details were made 
to form an artillery detachment (commanded by Llieut. J. 4. Pope, Fifth 
Infantry), and a detachment of thirty-nine guides and trailers under 
First láeut. F. D. Baldwin, Fiftn Infantry. 

For convenience in rendering & report the operations of 
the command may be described as five distinct movements," 

1. As the command moved from Fort Dodge to Camp Supply, 


Yajor Vompton with his battalion, one company of infantry, and the 


guides left Fort Dodge, moving by the dàikect route." 
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"From the crossing on the Beaver, near Kiowa Oreek, a 
Scouting party of forth-nine men, under command of lieut. F. U. Balowin 
proceeced along the line of the Falo Duro (tributzry o? Seaver ) 
to Adobe alls, on the candaian River, arriving tnere in time to 
repulse a second att2ck upon that place, made by a small band of 
Incians, near the roüth of Chicken Oreek, killed one and wounced 
another, and rejoined the main command, vhich nean timc nad moved 
don from Camp Supply via of (oif and Commission Creeks, twelve 
miles eest of the antelope Hills, aug 2Ltnh.! 

"uith the advance of the command, the hostile Oheyennes, 
Kiowss and Comanchoes, vho had been camped in the vicinity, retired 
from the Sweetwater, North fork and :cClelland Orseks, concentrating 
as they moved southwestward,! 

They were rapidly rvursued by the light and effective 
portion of the command for one hundred miles to a point some twelve 
miles north of üec idver, opposite the mouth of the Tule, where 
and neo took place (Aàug 30) with some 600 warriors, they having 
selected a line of bluffs some five or six miles in extent 
from which they made the first attack on the advance; this vas 
speedily recu:sed. At the opening of the ficht the dash and 
courage usual in savage warfare were exhibited, but as the command 
was rapidly &eployed, and the offensive immeciately assumed, the 
field was cleared and the Indians driven over rugged bluffs, through 
deep and precipitous canons across ied Hiver, through thoir 
burning vi'lages into the Tule Canon and out onto the Stakéd Plains 


to the Sovtuwest. "ith their strength, position andahostf nsurmountable 


natural obstacles, they should have contended against 
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several thousand troop, instead of being routed and driven twenty 
miles over almost inpassable country by inferior forces to their 
own in point of numbers." 

During the time requireaà to bring up supplies from my 

ilrain over a very broken country, to make a practical route over 
the rugged bluffs out i-om tne deep canons anó up tne precipitous 
banks of the Tule, anG to Getremine by oursuit of t.o indàians 
beyond the head of the Tule, thirt -five ri:.es from "ed diver, that 
they had gone directly out onto tno 3taxed rlains voe 

ributaries of the Hed iiver, my supplies were so exrgeusted 


.ajlns, even if 4 


aci 


as not to have warranved my crossing tne otaxed 
had had means of carrying water, and it becaro necessar; io return to 
replenish." 


1 


Mr. Harley irue Burton in his, Histor; of tre Jà inch, 

quotes Gen. Nelson A. id.es on the battle of àugust  18Tlh as 

follows: " Àbout h O'c.ock in the morning about 250 Indians were 

located in the hilly country on Red Hiver. ihe battle boeran at once. 

lajor Compton rode in front of his command, wasving his hat, and led 

the charge into the hills, and &s the sudden onslaughter from 

ali the lines created dismay of tne Indians, they retreated precipitously, 
and were follored for twenty mi:es over the roughest country 

thav I had seen untii that time, ever seen men fight upon. Over rugged hills 
and buttes and the rugged ravines, and across the dry bed of ned River, 
which was now covered with drifting sands, where at times a great 


river fiows; then, up the right bank into the canon of the Tule, a 


branch of Red idver, through the burning camps abandoned, vient the 
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flying Indians. The retrest and pursuit were kept up with utmost 
energy, descendinr into the deep canons and scaling bluffs almost 
impass2ble, some portion of the Indians, ro: and then, atterpting to 
Stem the tide at some favorite point, upon vhich tre troops would 
instantly charge and carry their strongholaà, until at l2st the 1indians 
were so closely pressed $hat they couic not make a shoxing 
of reforming but speo away cGemroralizec and in full ilignt." 

The folloving quotations il selected from Gen. le:son a. 
i3les!'s r&port. 

"ahile this movement w2s in progress a larze body of 
Kio:as and Comanches, numbering about 250 warriors, sup»osed to be 
friendly, left their agency and assumed hostilities.  rirst 1ieubt. F. 
D. Baldwin, Fifth Infantry, while enroute from tne commanc, anc my supply 
train, with escort, commanded biXapt. iyman, fifth Infantry, vas detained 
for four Gays near the washita by the persistent attacks of 
some 250 Indians; all of these were hanásomely repulsed.  *he incians 
Yiho attacked the train and c.uriers were ihose w:o nad recently; left ^ 
the (ichita &gency; this party divideG after their final regpulse by 
the troops, a part going sovutuest to the -taked Piains and a part 
going eastward; these were followed beyond the Ántelope Hills and 
surrendered; à part of them at the Cheyenne Ágenc; and a part at 
the Fort Siil Reservation.' 

Gen. liles was at Adobe Walls when he redived instructions 
to estabiish a winter cantonment. He was desirous of scouting the 


Hed Rivers for any Indians before closing the active operations of 


the campaign. From the first of September, 187lh, to the first of 
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February, 1075. "(ith two companies of Infantry anc op? of Cavalry, 
I marched south from the head of iuster Creok, Jan. 2, 1875, to the 
Palo Duro or ied Hiver thence to Canada Blanco anà the head of the 
Tule, turning east to the mouth of the Tule, ana t.cre crossing sed 
River. à flanking party proceeded down the carons of Ca:ada Blanco 
and the sed diver, rejoinincz the commana at ihe nouti of the (rule. 
He continues by stating they went eastward as far as fort :ill and 
then returned to the Cantonents. 

:zhe above mentioned canton»ent was establisheo on wnac is 
known to this day as tantonsent Orsek near the e2st line of uray 
county north of North Fork. In his report he "recommenás tuat a 
post be established there or near there".  5uch recommenaáation was 
eviaàently follored, as fort slliott was established on owcotvabter 
Creek north east of Cantonnent in 1075.  Tne location was better on 
account of being adjacent to a fine fielà for militar: ooeraiions 
just to the north. Some two miles north of the site of "la Fort .liiott 
was a small elevation which was no doubt used for observations. 

Let us make a few observations concerning ilis winte 
Scouting of Gen. Niles. He says he came to the Palo v;uro wiich he 
no doubt crossed south of the present site of Ánariilo. inen, to Canon 
Oanada Bianco. One piace he referred to them as conons.  zvidently he 
meant the two canons we know as Canon Cito Bianco in Randall County. 
No mention is mace of tnere EPIS. signs of the destruction of 
the camps by Col. Mackenzie in September before this scouting in January. 
He says they went to the hesd of the Tuie. He must have reant the 
heid of the creek and not the head of the canon as no mention 


is made of the dead horses and mules. 
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Ihe two lines of soldiers, one going eastwzrd to the routh 


of the Tule and the other do:n the Palo Duro voanon, evidently encountered 


"8 


no Indiens, He reported tne westher as bein; oxtrenoly 
coid anzfdmost unbearable. I suppose they wore in & hurry anc did 
not scout the head of the Tule Canon to see the dead horses.  ágein, 
haó I been giving a report on such an occassion I tiink i siould 
have seid something about the battle we ha with tne Incoiars at 
the mouth of the ?ule in áAupust before this cate. 

fuis report nas been given to prove that tnere was an 
Indian battle in Briscos County, aug. 30, 187h and tnat this later 
Scouting by Gen. idles in Jan. 1875 was throuch the county 2s vell. 

v Was from this battle tnat 2attio Ürzok in 3riscoe 

County receivsd its nase.  ihs he.cóaters of inis creek beinó; near 
the Palo Duro Headquarters of the Jà -anch.  ?/hose v ho know the lay 
of the country can easily see exactly where this battle was fought. 
Uuny cartridzes were founc in the vicinit; nentionec which ix 
to prove E there nad been a battle there. 

This account by Gen. idles shows conc usively vwüiy there were 
So many Indians found in the fuie and P210 Duro Ganons when 
Col. Vackenzie came four weoks later. hoy were niding in the deep 
canons rather than take to the Staked Piains as Gen. Miles suggested. 


He might have to foliow them across, as he seemed to think possible. 
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THE LAST CALTAIGNS AGÁINST TH2 IN2IANS 


Harley True Burton, of Clarendon, in "A HIS3IO.Y OF TH 
JÀ RiNCH", says, "An expedition in 1860 by Sergeant John i. 
Spanzler of Company H. of the vifth Cavalry anà a detachment 
of State Troops from Camp Cooper, marche3 north to the Fesse 
Kiver (on vhat was later a part of the £^ ianch) anà encountered 
& band of Comanches." 

«4uoting Jd. vetus Haloy again: 

"Col. H. 5. :aBckenzie using the vo,mancheros as [uides 
Scouted the southern trail across vto tre Pecos. iis Yeturn by 
way of rort Bascon anà tne head of tae Palo Duro ap;roxirncted 
the Coranchero trail. to the 4uitaquo, vhich trail is inadvertenly 
referred to as the zackoenzie Trail." 

This excursion vas evidently made in 1072 as i11 be 
rather definitely; shown jater. 

"General Mackenzie returning to tüe Fanhanódle (101h here 
evidently), in the course of his scoutinp, capturec oiá Jose Pieca 
Tafoya who wes venturing across the Plains in pursuit of trace. 

"Às à guide, said Gooánight, Tafoya was a wonder and he 
knew the Plains from the rPal2o Duro to tie Concno by heart." 

One of the most prominent traders was this Jose rieda 
Tafoya, who was backeG by the commanding officer at "ort Bas-om 
and a merchant at H&tch ianch- - - - -At the quitaque, from 1865 to 
1067, he traded for thousands of ca2ttlo, among them hundreás 
bearing the brands of Sheek, Loving and Goodnight.  J/rom ihe 
colorful breaks of the Quitaque, his peons pointed them northwest 
to strike: the Fort Smith road leading along the Canadian." 

"Ihinking he might have information of value, the veteran caspaigner 
tried to get him to talk, but Jose!s lips were sealed by fear of the Comanches, 


and all he knew was 'no sabe'. Then, according to the buffalo hunters, lackenzie 


propped up the tongue of a wagon and hanged Tafoya to the end until he was glad 


to talk...and when Tafoya's feet again touched the ground he really did sabe 


» " : ll M MM. 
«s fob Sue wr 


Sr" 


- n rd ^ " " D 
ger" i- E. Net i hoe ues ioo AF 
LN yo ] k: ] 

omisga ital LEID d i 
] - A ia nd j AP eM 1 EL 
Y 2e5tys es ssec Qa s aià SN ciam Do£€ o. 


LIMETT vro | 
vi wiudeT* ch. .202958 sdd oj ts0*55 1 Eee eias ed? beducse — 


33 E. dau xt e 
T 
d mox 


£3 355Éx01-48 o'Vu- ois eld "410 bsei oné bnà Voqead ia 1o ^ " | 
| IM IR E E 

uin odiuowbnanr st "- yr) do dd psa. E of dau? pum edi 
NA, 2) Aa uu xEEEEEMCUES I E 


iT olamojom. edd s& o3 berreleY N^ 


EN n 
ad [Is s6 2T0I al beg vIireblve as aoleiusxe aT L - | 
MEN 
.trefsi mue vLatiniteb. soddst E. 
eit dyOI) s[onalunsi sd$ oj griausduam atanoosi d B x 


Ms 
&o9k& scol Dio owipdqs5o n ipsc ei w camoo edd al dom : ri : 


MebcoT) 1X0 diseiuG ni ctl eds ea0*55 gnundnev Ss odw evolat 
D ' RU -- E ri 
ai Dub re05 & chW iced «dra biboob bise abl . E E. 


"arrased 3G odonoJ edd od owwü oClsi edd "-— pure odd werd — 


2 ww 


soeii eeob etri án ente dacaimo s 40a add 1o —-— Te Es 

m JJ " Pl Me. p. " 

emnt p pe 45 1901110 gn Fonutmo 2 - v baxoad. a5w ow epla T7 
xdi LE CT » a B 


o* QUOI oni ,9upsd buy. edd be ec n omg ios sl is dnedoxem 5 bus 
LAS Li osi piden di. 


'essxbuyd we«i$ pons. valiéir 4o shusenodf ot bsBsrd ed , T8r. 


E IE RES wy pu N^ m a zi : 3 - 
I deeuidios. mis hex sj eid edd. ! 
"a cune rus he uy rend HE eg Wes TMPONEN le am que d ier 


".nshang) sid gmóía "UE dihoó ui LE ^ 
n.o  Tépgagnss aged d ueuLar 20, abtamptat ovid ddgln od gnblod 


ng 


,soonasoU sd$ 1o r201 vd bises ouow sq MEME Posi 
aso T 
Yu risa mx 


- TM (tee ty y vr Ld 


TA RU p T ANIM bue eif oy sXo01 


— 


and, furthermore, he agreed to lead the troops 
to the Indian camp in the recesses of tne Faio Duro Canon." 
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INDIAN CAZFPAIGNS-VACKENZIZS 
We will no: turn our attention to the operstions 
of Col. i, S. lackenzie, since it is through Briscoc vounby 
that the trai. over vnhich he travelled, runs. 
de h:ve noticed under camps and rai.s vat wio importznt 


treils were situated in the c.unty. iio heve alvesGy discussed 


then at iength. lt is thorefore, an iupbcortarneo part of the 


history of the county to see how tho Indians vordeina |lly routec 
from tnis part of the stste. 

lour attention is ca&ailed to the fact that »riscoe -ounty 
had not so much as been named. 

qQuotins from an article pubiisheGd in thes rPannanüle-i -lains 
Historical "eview, 1935, by 4. C. urane, a notec research ran on things 
appertajning to tnis part of the state. 

"General &eckenzie ( then a colonel) probebly 6ià nore than 


any otner man to settle the Indian question on the ironti:srs 


of iexas. Wiih a colurn of troop he roved northwerdü fron tue Toxa 


ü 


Deparüment. His force consisted :f eiguüt companies of osvalry, iive 
Of dE idsed anG 30 indian Scouts. ie ooerated from nis Cawp Supoly 
base located on the fresh water Fork of the brazos .iver, and 
drew his suppli»s from Jort Griffin in Shackeliorà county, onse--uncred 
miles away." 

It seems that he nad used this trail in 1910 and again in 1012. 
Ihe location g2ve rise to the name of 3oládier!s ibunà in that Vicinity. 


Jifferent places down state have been given as starting 


points for Col. NMackenzie and his forces. 
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Some even stating thai he started from the ido Granüe idver. 
It seems to mne that.the next quotation should settle that particular 
thing. 

"Fort Jckavitt, 2cxas" by Col. i. L. vrimmins ard publisned 
in the Southwestern Historical Quarterly, July 195l, has 
this to say. "Fort NcKavitt was establishec, arci 14, 1852.  ?he 
following troops were stationed here between 1052 ana 1885" 

All the different commands wcre msntioned, but for the 
purgose of tnis artic e, only ono wili be mantionoec. 

"The hth Cavalry, Jebruary 1, 187h to 4su;ust 18, 187h, 
under Col. i. 5. kackenzis." 

Ina letter to Col. X. P. Smyth, Plainview, i/:xas, Ad published 
in the Floyada Hesperian, iay 15, 19146, zugene Seck who was 
with Hackenzie "from some time in 1873 until after tne battle of 
the Palo Duro, and the ki.iing of the aiorses on the Tuls,' says, " 
Ihey left sort ichavitt, auzust 19tn, l187h." No cornmont nceced. 


«uoting from Harley irue Purton!'s HISTOA4Y OF Tus Ja zANUH, 


HACEN T 
cCOUdOoOQ iom 


— 


"Col. R. S. Lackenzie left Fort :cKavitt, àug .9, 18Th, 
the Indian Ca ps with which he wes familiar. He again estabiished 
camp at his location of i672 on wu Catfish Creek which is the creek 
running out of the Blanco Canon. He had lOO zen in all including 
20 Seminole Indian Scouts and 12 Tonkewa brave. 

He cane by trail over which he travelled to 
Quitaaue Creek. From there the command proceeded nortixostward to 
the Tule Creek above the beginning of the Tule Canon. ihey arrived 


there the 2hlth of Septerber. 
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Durinó; the night the Indians made a charge through tne camp hoping 

to scare their horses to stanpede them. aijiling to do tlis 

they established themse.ves in the Tue about 300 j;ards auay 

and kept up a continual firing upon tinc camp unti. c2ybreak, vnen 

Vackenzie WADWLARHTA FA HU charged and routed tüemn. "It must be borne in 
mind tü2t Col. &kackenzie naà not bsen sent to tne ranhancle to exterrinate 
the Indians, but merely; to make it so uncorfortable for onem 

that they would return to the reservation at i ort oill'., 

"Ihe Indians evidontly fleG northara tosaró tho Palo Duro 
Canon and ihey were follosed the nsxt Gay.  Àt derk, Col. iackensie 
turned back to camp in order to rest for ihe abttsck the noxt Gay. 
fne next morning, sep. 26th, 18], at lh O'Clock, Gen iackengie sas on 
the trail of the Indians near tne Palo suro »2non, enc began t0 
make descent in single file, sach ran iosding a norse.!" 

Second lieut. Charles À. r. iatfie d after jiving tio rout: 
about as describea above, says, "late in the afternoon of tne 2;ih of 
JSeptember we went into vamp at the heac of 8 sca/l draw, wiich led 
Shortly into a rough broken «anon, wiüch ran óosn into tne louuor 
Tule Üanon. This camp was five miles east of the horse bones at the 
crossing of the upper lule "anon. 

"Ihe Mexican, Johnson, had been sent out along to find the 
Indian Camp. He had discovered the camp in the Falo Puro Canon, 30 
miles nortlwest of us, and bad returred and vado his report only 
30 minutes before the full force of the Indians rade a furious assualt 


on our camp at ten O!Olock that night. iie knexy in the afternoon that 


the Incians were near, and oxpecting an atiack, had. made every 
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Preperation to give them a warm roc ption. Tho horses, on full lariat, 


were sicelined and in addition hobbled, to prevent stampede; the 
entire comrand lying on its biankets in skirrzisn iine, on the outside 
of the norses." 

From the foregoing it may be observed tiat the carp made 
on the evening of the 2lth of September was on sock Üreek. There 
"as water there for carping purposes and it is about five riles 
from the nead of the Tuie Canon. 

4uotins Hatiielc arzain, "About rnidnicht the vazon rein; 
51th tne ramaindiir of tne command como up, anà went into ca:z o5 ut a 
mile from us," 

"The Indians, follosing their usuai cusbon, at first atte oted 
to chàrce through camo, to stampede the horses, bui while 
the chzsgo was made vith great Geterrination, it was met witài such 
effectivo fire that itíey had to desist from this nods of atzack 
anü estab ish themselves in the breaks about three hundrsd yards 
from camp, from where they fired until Ga,;light...strange to Say 
"itn thousands of shots lired into camp at cioso range, thsre vere 
no casualties anong our men...it was a very moonlicnht nicnt, a iull 
moon, anj being struck by this I tested the light by bringing out 
Írom my sadóle pocket a sheet of an Uld iew /ork Eearld which I 
found l could readily read." 

"UHhen daylight came with the Indians still in position, 
in the broken ground just below ihe camp, Mackenzie cone over and 


ordered Captain P. HK. Boehm with lroop E, of which I was second lieut., 
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to saddle up anà charge the Incians...after tno swsrm of Inoians 

had debouched from the various ravines.and gu.lies and started in 

a perfect sxirmish line, nearly a milo in length, across the level 
plains, with iroop Z2. in column of fours in pursuit ana only Uo 
hundred fifty yzrds to the reat - a picture of the vonderful spoctaclo 
was formed in my mind which more than forty; years nad failec to eiface. 
The sun raised in our res2k, seemed to iignt up tho entire line 

of hostilities, in thoir full dross of gaudy paint anó 
they turned in their saddles to fire at us, scurring across tne 
prairie in rapid flignt.! 

"I recollect well, saying to m;self; now look 2nà take it 
all in, for with the rapíd acvance of civilization anà setileront 
on the frontier, the lik» of this I will never see a:ain." inc my 
propnecy ls come very near being true," 

Fo:lowing the foregoing, Lieut. ibBif£ielà describes iow iney 
ieft this trai: and took another broad inóian iraii soutzest. The 
Indians from ihe 1ule returning to the :?uie thinkin; tncey had evaded 
the army.  4,uoting iatiield further: 

"Às soon as it was dark everything changed. we left tne 
trail and vnder the guidance of Johnson rarchoed at a :;ooG gait 
directly norilwest, at right angles to tne trail, for ihe Paà:.o Duro 
Canon. About l| O'Clock next morning, the 26th, we came again on the 
broad trail of the Indians scarcely an hour old. The Indiars supposing 
they had eluded us had returned to their camp....Knowing pretty soon tuat 
we were quite near the Falo Duro, ws came to a hzlt 


to await the dawn. 4t the first crack of day we mounted and moved 
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on, Presently; we saw directly on :ur left tne dark winding course 
of the Conon (Cito) Blanco while in front of us, liko a Gark blotch on 
oriarie was the Palo Duro. e very soon arrived ait $5he head of 
& well worn trail leading Gown into tne 5lcamy lookin; ralo Juro, ana 
dismounting, on account of its steepness, we went runnin, down the 
treii lesding our horses. It happened the Troop -. wzs in bine lead 
which enabled me to observe everything. ! 

fhe fight is described by Lieut. Hatíislóds; nor the lincians 


were routed in such haste that tuc sguaws couid not r83iher tneir 


Suppiies which tioy h&aO vzarnered for the winter, etc.  ?hs Indians 
being witnout supplies" were react; to co $0 t:s reservations. ihe 


SquawS escaped capture oni; anc iour of bhnoir men nad been xi.lod, 
i find a clipping im my files by eonotnan it. [loskinson. 

r 

t 


He quotes 2gt. Charlton as folloss: "Ihe trooos LaG been order? to 


' "t t z - ael 1 * L& 17 à . 
tue Ales the Tule Cinon to quell the 6isturbancos of tbe L"0ians, 


leG by Lone Wolf. À skirmish followed.  :he lnoians vere routec. 

"d 
c : ] L 1 - m - 2 , 3 
oergeant was ordered to trail tne Indians. -udaenly Vg abing i dert 


we came in view of the Palo Duro Canon, a colossal crevice 

x 4 1 1 : of. 1.5 E M T 
whicn breaks the plains Nortrmwrest /exas for a distance of 
sixth miles---I dismountoed at once---crept on hands and knees to 
the edge of the canon precipice...I felt overawcd &t tho depths of 
the canon, which 2t this poinb rad a sheer drop of 1h00 feet...a 
Smal' stream of water was running through the canon...tepees dobted 
the canon as far as 1 could see...returned to camp...the troops 


were ordered to march on the Indians...and then, we went down 


EXT CT E^ K V 
t1 Doe « M 

"o dofoid i » ot irs 16 dno DTE 

e WAV os NM snam u Mac 3 qw 


je obi wis d 2 Perros noo? -— LI 


r mt. 


zs T 04a Vt west us oscar 
, : nd 


Ace 
g. 
a 
8: 
d 
$i 
Zr 
i 
432 
jj: 
ma 


53 Ae 
nt ew ks 92 xurscaed s 
Eis "t 


um H tw. d Wt , xdi 


" E td$X1ove xd of HA boíditae 


m. i 

vxekah wi en QDIeliiga .dsekl xd — at maf sd P 
" 

Iw y 

jot uluo00 rumupe cdd Jui? 3941 ous T bs eTew : 


INS US có 


enskoul sül. .2fo0 gr50nfw sd) "OZ beuvemis; . bwi «eif nobiv teiigum 


4 


6504 clAO'T eíew esHiuue fucci wi 


FP fb asodt Ded ger iid) 1o ^tt AB une — beq —Ó emep 
ero out FAN — ÓHOw » eelri wit mi anao 5 ball 
" 1 ME E " doa 
: LL I?» B3" 
ex 'oiso mnued 2a ac ood " sewo[fot as ; acd Iaado dac e5dono Ei : 
Sel cds do B.onodtud:to ond Piesp oj c 45 ebpt vig Mpotges a 


.oodgol cias "g:sSsbadi da —— 2990Rf02 dobueibue A T atioW $aod xd bel . "2 


1 e» 4 

; veto x xairtea e Miel. ^; end tant. sid : ann od bssbno m E » 
L] E L * L ^ 3 Pj " À 

t H E 

o^fvovo Isesseloo & Jm «2 Ont 71 cdd 1o woiv ni emao sw 


Tw : y 
lo sodé$olO & 1-1 sx] Posucidso Vontain ertd. iso ito ig 


[2 
$ y 


! oj soerx D*6 enwad mo jqe' r2---5n0 $5 besmuometb l——sobe Méx EJ 
& o» Mn i n E 
1o sddqeb oid $5 bowsiovo $IÍol I...09Hg 99d TT ie 1o o35e » E ) 
E T MM, "n L 
"m Esa s d291, QOQLE 2o qotb. 19sdas s d dtes aid is doLfs rd odd | 
: v t —— 


bedéoh aeeq ,38 , . «Tono eund dz ue gnincurs aav — 1o perdon iss n 
: E Ri 7^ 4 twr ioo di PM pem 
ide di 


Eni ua P A eri diis siio od bs VERTU * 1 Sos i es d 


M , d E " 
D ose EMO daow &W uindl Ld ad? cb à dong of 
! " a d E vd x E. 

| )E d 

CE RS aa Dr mI I. EL. s TENDIT IET 

| CN ; 


into that inferno of horling redskins. Kiowas, comanchnes, Arapahoes, 

and Cheyennes attacked us from every quarter, first by dozens, tnen 

hy hundreds, as the varriors gat.ered from ihe lover .art of tne camp.' 
ir. Burton in his notes stitss:  "inat Qoi. zoocnigcnt, 

Henry 5. Taylor, J. B. Charlton, and J. 4. Kent ail think it was in the 


Palo Duro Canon near the lino of sandall an& Arvostron; vountics.," 


Mow, a work about this .ocation. I went to ine place and 
found from the description given by liout. ilifbiold angà ort. 
Gharlton, the location of $he place v1tu0.ut trouble. nere vis 
the high point from nich i couia look over znà soe don into the 
Palo Puro Canon, where the canon is seon at length coring rrom 
the north anà vhere the vanon Oito 3lanco envers fron TOV 
The old trail down vhich they had to 5o is ihore to tie west oÍ 
the high point mentioned.  ibe areo eopears vo be in Armstron; County 
just east of the line of :;andall. 

Mr. Beck who has been referred to in ine proceocin5 pare;iraphs 
says, '"tney had a battle wita 200 to 300 Indians in the 
Boehn!s Canon in the Palo Duro the 26th of ozptember...we suiíered 
no loss...the Indians lost 13 or 15 of their men." nis in tüe main 
agrees with Lieut HStiild and Sgt Charlton as to location. 

"About 2000 horses and muies were captured and marchod to ine lule 
the following morning (which would be th» 27th) officers, scouts and 


dismounted men were supplied and the balance of tne hero, if my 


memory serves me right, 1060 in number, were shot, freeing us to continue 
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the campaign. I was tolá by an Inaian vno vw3s present at 
the fight that they lost 50 or 60 men." 
MORS ABOUT Tz HORHSES 
Sgt Oharlton says, "ihey were in the open". rois to me 


means they were on the plains and not in ine cenons e34 sore night 


suppose. The number of norses piven wouic n2yve 8e5;Sn ali ius» ;rass 
in the canon in btost looalit; in a snort vins. 

Lieut. ibBtfield says, "The rainy sesgon a6 cons on anc 
there was plenty of water; tho.sualss-anr& ouffalo ual-ows osing full." 
In another place, Lieut. ibiiielG doscribes their g3reh b2.ind 


the Indians as they left the T1ule Càncn, ozpt.zber 25th, Says, "rinally 
the captain ca3.led à hslt waere we could sse tio lncians bas: cot 
several heraás two miles. aistant to exchange tn.ir favorite wor ponies 
for others of everyóay use. We haó killea one incian in nis fli 
a handsome fello: in goriíeous hoad Gress. 4o ihnen returnec to camp 
where We founaà preparations being mace to pursuo tüc inoians." 
"Col. Hatfield in his report gives ihe number aslibO 
killed." | Sgt. Charlton ssy;s, "1700 horses Were captured."  '"iüenry 
Strong claims there were 085."  '?he Galveston News report 
gives 1406 mules and horse captured, from wbich 360 wzre selocted 
to return and 1060 snot.! 
Putting this together it wouid seem tuat these horses 
and mules were kept in herds at different locations near ihe 
trail extending from the Tule &anon to the Palo Duro. I soucht 
patiently to finà if there could have been water in tho lakos. 


I was rewarded when I found tne iatfie.d report. 


, 
*- 
LT 


; UN ev of EDS f»."mago add ai oow 
$us kx e ona fomes dni at dod hd ys edt. o ene M 
car lol ZB € BORA 282508 MN "Yi eoction 3o" edunt n: 
«Hs d*uonsa s cni uHilaeol id ni anus, es. ab 


ams 


HO .^ s uz. dCgSeb vTPER m (eae bis ^3 uso. E 4 


us now meus Oldllu is culawge sf iuo 1e iine uq am LE 


d esit aeta di dual p-nes cuidoma E 


ZR 
T Tam. 


ide abus adf Es d xs ap cusbal adi 
Pouihporbct Hebe. i4 son 5lu02S UWWGMPenY six s bof. 59 ntsfqao ey "nw 


íoiOy cos sPfwowaan zb af'oi10u9Xu ef Onajafo Pa[in owj £5: ed isxowea-. 
: i7 E r. 

MRÜI cia gi HRafik sco oelllx nad ch  .o2g vebureva 30 aredjo 101 

gasc Qi n*ute* Med o. .ea-e*b Dao zuos;04 Ni ull! eno ebarsd 5 


E 


nV. TM iud " j of enam yried snoldagsgeong jxtuo t aw ere 
hes ione. edd api did ahi ni bfebtizh 1009 — DE 
pues ".oómueuco ecog sosTO jog p ,E';58 nofixado dg " baffbi 
 $*ogas cus» moéssv[so afi" "CÓD sduw sued Bula[o jao148 
boiosise m v Oot nobüw moti berujgso eso bd» aofum OO! esvig E 


"doa QoQf bns mud en o1 


22 E^ — o4 


3 . egato aszodi duod moss Diucw 2: aei$0304 ef. gu 
HEC cS diE D nicae dnesotiib: 4d5,ebred ni $qsi eue" anm an | 


M niae 7T Pn 5 gulis e mn, d ü- T SEP mONpeh rs E AE 
ITEM T » n «osuid: o£ edd od ofa; eiat. edd movt pitnehes 
2 Vor cce * 


— Qo Ania. etd "T qed gu C" east ied — t büit od visas 8H fq 


Vac ud. wo cR iesus. vs opm beo Fai .-crid- bnuot T nod bobtaver. s » 
: T n h ib * 


- ," » 
PES: : Mu ee. . . 
"vt ci lpà Amd Se Mige * & tJ -— xm 22 


"Ihe following -orning (vwanich vculd be -eptembor 27th) 
officers, scouts and Qdismounted men were supplisG and tha b-lance 
of the herd, if my memory serves ce richt, 1060 in number, were siot 
freeing us to continue the cam;aizn."  sugens Dsck as has teen reported 
in the foregoing. 

«wuoting Lieut. Hatfield on the horses: "Un the iol. oxing rorning 
l&ckenzie disposed of the capzured ponies, horses anc mu.es. 
Johnson (tie scout) was allowed to select forty as his prize, anc 
others were civen in less proportion to some of the most pronmincnt 
scouts, and sti.i others were distributed to tie troops to rep.sce 
horses which had succumbed to the harüships of the carpaign. tiis 
left about fourteen hundred fifty to be disposea of anà ihese were 
taken out ana shot. 

These extra horses couid have been used to transport 
the Indiens to their reservations. iney cou.à nave been izken back 
to "ort Griffin. However, with ine horses tho Indians couid 'teve 
returned to the plains region. HadG the soldiers kept tonem all toy 
"would have bsen a burden to them ani they could not naive continuc:c in-ir 
campaign looking for more Indians. 


xax ^ Can 


These Indians were not taken prisoners as one right 
think, but with their horses and supplies all gone tho2re vas noiiüng 
left to Go but to return to ihe Ie at Oheyonne and zort 
Sil.. Tney were not required to surrender as one may easily .(ainer 
by reading bet:een the lines.!. This was the case with ven iil»s 


^ as night have been observed and is noy the case with Lackenzie. 


Putting all these horse stories together it seens that 
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the story, as told in the early 1890s, tiat thoro were from 1h00 
to 1700 head of hnorses and mules was about 2S nearly corroct as 
cou.à have beon mado.  lhis acrees, in the nain, wita the lacts as 
civen by tho cifieront army scouts and officers "ho ere partici anis 
in the unigecil ihe number kiliod given by two as boinz 1060 ani 1056. 
Zor the purpose of romountin:; tne soldicrs, 360 
head, was £ivon by one, vou.d bavo been sufficient for tist ourpo:... 
dowevar, if une Vice di Were revarced,.as supggestod b; iicut .aí2iold 
moro wouilad have been requirec. 1911742 

Sona thinzs stend out as soelf-evicent in inssco Canoal/ ns. 
sirst, it was evicent that they cid not iry to kili tss 2n-ians. 
This fact was snouwn hy tbe way Gol. .acGkenzie nanoloCc tne situajion 
at fule Canon the nignt of 5sp 2Hutn; by tie way too; folilosjcc 
along Witnin 250 yards of tn:m the morning of tne 25th as relau.c 
Oy lieut. hastiield; then, by tne way the; harc.ec toe situ.cior in 
the -alo Juro oanon.  Thoy even allowsd. tae incians $o return $o 
the ?ule Oanon the afternoon of tne 25th.  :nis uade it ac ar to 
vhs indians that tbey hac evacea vue army. iiis is s.oun ooo by 
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the faci tbat vhe InGiars in tie -alo Duro »sarion were taxen Dy 

surprize vhen the soldiers a»poared tLe morning of iue 26th. ney 

did not take tine to collect their camp sup.lies nor itueir rooc Sv-pius. 

It is to be borne in mind that they had been suppliea with 

fo»d at tnüeir agencies before tàey came back into the ranhancle 

arsas.  ihird, there is not evidence that tne Indians were taken 

captives. The idea seemed to be that if their liooc supplies were dGestroysd 


and their horses taken from ther, that the Indians would 
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return of inoir ovn accord io tne varjous ajs:ccies ana surrencor, 
Col. Lackenzie; according to his scouts aàrdà Oorficers, 

kilied tbo horse and muies tnat ;ho, rignb continue thLclr Capaign 

searching for otner Incoisns. Lo wWuocre vani lcpamd tot vue 

Indians were escorteGd to their various agenciss. Gon. .ilzs relatcd 

in nis report noy ibat whe; net lincisns.r oin to one áconcies 

to surrencer. Col. :ackonzie ib seers returned to rort Oriffin. 


lator, nowever, he was statlonsc -t "or6ó oiill to deal 
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Ppalcwin Parker, 
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Ine whole affeir looks about tids way: Sep. 24th, lCTh 
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30 miles from tne b3ttlo site in the palo auro canon.  ;12ds makes tne 
he2sG of -«ock Croek the caemp sibtc.  :0e nigbt o8 the zhtn the incian$ 
atvempt.to stamnoece their horses.  —-urinj the mignt ohey udave some 


Skirrishes vith tne Incians. ^no morning of tus 25th the IrCiens hetzt 
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rtin250WarG toiard tbe i210 Juro O2non lollo;sd by ine army. 

The &rmy turns southiiestuerc up a broad trail wiich is evicently 

up the rule Creek, Tho Inóians after ;oing quite a distancs, ana 
thinking they had evaced the army return to tne rule Canon. rhe 
Soldiers strike camp tut after night-fali folios their scout 

Johnson to the north and ir2vel until tue; come near the ralo 

Duro wnere they rest until morning. Ihe morning of the 26th by 

ligA rM as ihsy are heading into tie canon where inoy route tie Indians, 


destroying thoir suppiies, etc. 
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The-soldiers leave the lrcians to Eo afoot at will. 
Iney nor turn their dr MERE to gatuering the :.orses.  iünese vore 
not in the canon for several ro2sons. The Indians ou.d have ror» serse 
then to turn this nunber of i.orses into 5he canon ot this 
time of year. Il have snhosn alreacy hos tat the horse were cut 
on th. plains anc that thoy were zastherec by tne solciers the 
afternoon of the 26th anà z&rched inr fr.nt of tno army woaons to 
tne hezd of the tulo, wnore tho; were idllod tns rornin; of $he 
2T1ih, or at loast that cay. 
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4hy tak; tnese horse anà rules to tne -ule to ki.l tnem 
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Ihis- seems to me a timely cuestion. 
Ihe only ansver that couid be Ceviseüd, to ny rind; uas 
that tney wanted to do this nesr tiis 2nüian carp, thab tbe Ínoians 
right see thoir utzoc* nopslessness if they remainec in iris 
of tho countrys 
ihe Indians in boih canons na&á horses ierit taem.  iuey 
had flea with scm2 no c.ubt in the «alo Duro. ine; haa boeen se32z 
to cnangs their 500a vir ponies ior 'plugs! on tno prairies tae 
25th which they had brought back to the zuie Canon. Tuis voulc be 
a means for them to escape to iheir c gencies. 
How Go you think the; left ana j.2t r-ute did tney go? 
Weli, I say they went to the mouth of the (ule over the trail 
that Gen. lüles,lelson à, followed and do:n the "ed iiver es 
Gen. ;iles did to Fort Si .1. So ends the Indian va-pai;ns that touched 


Briscoe County. 1l references are authentic. 
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ine work done on the prececing Ds pa Camps and Zrails" 
and "The Campaigns Àgainst the Indians" was àone in the winter of 
19h16 and 197. | During 19h80, I read a History of zloydà County 
by Claude V. ue Inis was printed by the Pannandls Plains 
Historical Society. He agrees with my conclusicns in tne :aci:nzie's 
last campaign against the Inciens, september, 107h. in writing 
of this, he mentioned that the Indians r.turnec to the r?alo -uro 
thinxing they hacG evaded tne army, but instsoac of returnir;, to 
the Palo Duro, tney returned to the iule G2non. 

kr. Hall!s book was very coummendsbile irom the stzrcopoint 
of nistorical facts concerning iris areas; noWever, nis iocavion 
of -ongue *divsr was not exactly as l understand it.  .o secrec 


to bear out the idea that this ias Lenguas and viiacus were 
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longüe aiver, whereas :onzue .iver was tne soutn reas 
of ihe north pease. 
While on a prospecting tour July 1891, we comped on 
the high grounds north of *ongue ziver which was sore 12 milies 
3outheast of the Latador :«ench neadquarters.  lear tüe site 
of our camp were evidence of a severe storm, toe shinnory was 
S&é5t clean for a width of about 50 feet. (ne could see where 
the storm had topped several different nills with the same effect. 


In ray of 19l9 some woman referring to the storms told about a storm thai 


Motley County had near iatador lay 18, 1891. 
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THs L2GSHD Or TPH5 LACKGNZIS CuoS ING ON THE TUIZ 

Practically all the early settlers of tho arez 
around tne head of the iule «canon heard of tie ;ackerzie 
Battle Ground at the head of the lule Canon.  4oWever, any one 
reisting tne circumstances usually stated in2t tnere was no 
battle there and tnat no one was kiilea on eiiner sice. 

À lr. iorgan (I be:ieve) lived &t tue site of tiis 
surrencer of the Indians to ;Bckenzie in 1895. 2. : organ sssned 
interestod in the nistory surrounding 52e surrender an&à ne sos od 
to Speak with s.me degree of autüority. S2 StatcÓ $t2c surzencer 
was in 1872 whicn wes oroven erronoous 1&tor. 

It was at this site that tbe lirct re-unionsof tne 
ex-Confederate soldiers was held in sept. 1095. ore about ist 
later. 

Ihe story &s relatec ran about as foiloós: Qol .ackenzie 
coming up the trail from the east cace upon two iexicans 
who told him tbat tne indians had wany horses ,r3gin, on eiirer 
Side of the lule Creek above the canon and jusi hoy iie incisns 
were situated in the canon.  ^he Indians vore supposed to heve a 
few men out watcning after the horses anc muies widcau the 
legend related were about 1h00. 

Some soldiers were sent to cut the hÓtaers off from 
the camp, capture them and bring the horses to the head of the 
canon where they were placed in a stockaáe uade by the army's 
wagons and snct.  kany bones and nhoofs both of norses and mules, 
were there when first the writer saw the place 4pril 1092. 


After the horses and mui.es were killed ine Inoians care 


out and gave up without delay. ihis legend probably had its 
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origin in tho apprehension of TÀFÜA &s related by J. svetis 
Haley as already described. Since Haloy was, evidently, cuoting 
Charles Goodnight, he was probably responsib:.e for to beginning 
of the story as tolà io early settlers. 
AN INTERVI-4 WITH SOMZ INDIANS 4HO Wide Tris 

fhe Tri-State ^air at amari:lo, 1exas oepterber 192i| had 
a small group of Indiars 8s attraction for tne fair. 

Among the group were three Indians who were prosent at 
the nead of tie rule Canon wnen -eckengie kii:eó tus norses anà 
tne nuies. wo man and ons woman.  Zhe men wore ages ló anà 10 years 
widle the woman was l2 wüien tüey were onore. 

When I learned of this i immediately wont to thoir carp 
at the *A4ir Grounds. From the time I first heard of this »ilace, and 
especially when the "x-0onfederate "eunion was helá there in 1695, 
1 had been keenly interestec in th» carpaizn agsinst the indians. 
These Indians talked freely of th» event and seemed .rxious tüat 
we understand that there was no battle inere and i3t no one was 
kilied. These Indians had been to Tulia, Texas and were tzken out 
there by some kind and generous citizens of iuiia.  :hey made it 
very piain, however, that this was not the site of the battle. They 
made it very plain that they had not secn the battle ground. They 
tried to explain tnat it was deep, deep, ard would raise their nands 
and arms vith the backs of their hands up and the fingers pointing dovmard, 
and by motions of the hands ànd arms in inat position wouid indicate by 
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raising and lowering of them that it was deep. 
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I nave heard men say, ard h;.ve read some accounts of 
where people have said, it wis lower cown in the Tule.  3ucn a 
Statement is erroneous as you ray sco when vicucd from ths accounts 
given by ihe scouts and soldiers «ho were witi Col. «ackenzie. 
when asked the date of the killinc of tus :orsos and 
their defeat, the two nen spoke a.most in unison tazt io was 50 
years ago today.  :he date tnis interview was :46 with tno Iriians 


Was 9epotouber 27, 192h, vhich corrssponcs witn tus exact date of tne 


defest anG ki.iing of the horses anà mules, wiich we ha lesrn.c 
i 3 


years ago wis "epterber 27, 192h. 
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THE COMING OF THE CATTLEMZN 

After the Indians Were routed and dispersed to the 
reservation around £ort 3Sill, Oklahora, the buffalo hunters came 
in to clean up the reraining buffalo. 

Lula lae Farley, in an article vublished in 1935, 
"Old Lemories of the Fanhancle", as tolá by 90 year oláà buiíalo 
hunter, Uncle Dick iussell, in which he says, "He caro irto 
the Panhandle first in 1875". "In ancther place, ne says, in lay 
1876, I pulled back north for the buffalo cas ssrly toc iue 
l went up on 4uitaque Creek and stayed thres years. I villed 
11,000 bufialo on Pease :iver arà took them to Sherran to s2.1.! 
| J. .vetts Haley'!s "Charles Goodnight", vouman and Paiosmant. page 313 
States,"Àfter leaving tre Jás, Leij. D;er moved zne £aXxsr trother!s nerc 
into tno 4uitaqu» coum uH directly south, anü tbsn 
left to zo into business for himself st the juncti n 
of the Tierra Blanco and the ralo Duro. "hero archi? APCO nail eG builà 
8 cedar-log house in tne winter of 1877-70, whican prs-emption, a 
year or two latsr, was relinquishsc to Guntsr a:c junson anc sunmorfielaà 
who ownec the surrounding counti-- encbuatod the GNS 3ianch. 
This ranch soon became th» well-knosn T Anchor." 

Frank Collison says, "That he anàü Jim C. .hite were looking 
for buffalo in the spring of 1878 and that they came upon 
these cattle on the Lingish and the Quitaque;" 

M. C. Potter, of Silverton, Texas to C. Z. Donneil, Oct 10, 197 
Says, " He knew the Baker brothers in 2an Saba County, lexas 
before they took their cattle to the Cimarron Country from 
which place they were brought to the linguish by Leigh J£. Dyer, 


in 1877." Xr, Potter also knew sr. illl who had cattle on 11's 
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creek in ilotley county. Also, th2st he knew ;ne nen vho soid ine 
cattle to the Matador outfit to start that ranch as voll as 
the men who.sold the cattle to start the Spur :anch in vickens 


County. That they were all originally from 5an Saba count7." 


Quoting Haley again, "Charles  GOUDNIGHT^ on pages 323 and 32l, "Besides 


these purchases (reanin-z the J4 land vurchases I ar sure) 
p - : 


Goodnight nad bought the Quitagus, ine fine r:nze 


adjacent to the south, for irs. Àoair. At ihe time of the ourchase, 


« Je Wi na twWo «i si yDermen, were parin 
O. J. wiren, the manager, anco two »isconsin lurb e. [ 


in the business. Ihey branded the zazy F, ths scuar. too:sG hat 
aná the dipper', 

"Goodnight considered Kellogg ard Pczoy as straight as 
a string, but he bad little faitn in ;iren. Afier tie contract 
for tue purchase was signed in 1880, cattie acvarncec sharply in 
price before CGelivery vas maàc, and it was rumorod inat iren 
planned to break the contract b; squeezin: tue catile in so fas. 
that Goodnight could not receive ther ana declare tne deal ofí£, 
Goodnizht took nis hands, constructed a big corral vith a long 
chute, and at the beginning of the delivery put nis best nen ak 
the irons and raeined nands in the crowóing pens. in the spring 
of 1881, Col. lMeCoy was on hand, the irons were hot, and .irem, 
handling the Quitaque outfit, had 2,000 cattle bewlingz at tha 
gates...Delivery was not effected without high feeling on both 
sides," 

What had become of the Bakers? Had they sold land to 
Wiren or Kellogg and iicCoy? 

Fred À. Scott, Canyon, Texas to C. E. Donnell said he va$ 


there when these cattle were branded; that Bakers branded the 


Long F and üiren the hat brand. He thinks they were not partners 
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but that they ran their cattle togetner. fred said, "John i. 
Farrington came to this ranch as the first boss wnen the cattle 
were delivered to Goodnight." John Zarrington WaS 2 jears succeecGed by 
Dan W. Jenkins (1 year) and he by àl Barton."In intorvisy iay l19hT. 
"Hanching on the Two Circles Par " by Josie Daird 
and published in the ranhanóole £lains :istorica. dcviow, 19h. 
"Ó, J4. wiren haG solo his lon; F iancn to Char:es Cooóni;h 
anü purchased the Circles Dar from dese ZLitson. in ih»is renmr 
4iren acquired the Circl:s Zar, in 1885, for the sum of «€ 00 ,000, C0. " 
The land sold to Goodnizht for lis. AGair was patents 
to Gunter and i;unson and sold by them $0 srs. Adair in 1060 .according 
to the records in tho ccourtn-ouse st Si.vertor, Texas.  zrom 
thzt it may be seen that Baker osned no lana; inat siren, Keilo.5 
and licOoy owned no land on wnich they were grazing thsir catile. 
This probably accounts for tno 'higzh feelings on both sices'! as 
given above. 
Miss Josie Baird said in one place,"fhet ine purchise 
of the brand conveyed the rights to the land etc."  düowever, in His 
instance, the reverse was probably true.  Coodnight had bougnt the 
land and it was sell the cattle or move them to other locations. 
Mr. Burton in his "The History of the JÀ nanch " says, 
qais 1882 ; Col. Goodnight bought tne Quitaque Hanch, aiso known as 
the f, HRanch, for krs. Cornelia Ádair.....ihe next spring we bourht 


the cattle, a herd of sone 3,000 head. Ihis ranch was owned by a 


Tennesseean by the name of Baker." | In another piace he says uncer 


Salary and agreement between Adair and Goodnight, "John ü, Adair 
has acquirédi by purchase.....a large tract of land cómmon.y known 


as the Quitaque Ranch."  Goodnight has in behalf of said Adair Izd 
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Sole charg; and management of the saic ranch and cattle tnoreon 
Since June 20, 1880, at 5 salary of one thousand dollard per annum from 
Said date to June 20, 1081.'" 

"Colonel Goodnight in 1888 sola half of this r-nch to 


L. R, Xoore of Kansas City and tne next year sold the remaincer 


—ocv o mA emo 


of it to Mr. Moore, according to Joe horn. In 1893 -r. iocre sold 


it to rrank T. Howard of New Orleans...Zoward throuza nis a;-nt 


LET 


W. .4. Massie, rloyoada, iex2s, has been seliing tnis lena out unen 
buyers c:u.d be found. 

Briscoe county was practically ali witnin the bouncs | i 
of the JÀ Hanch and iie 4uitque nanch. he oxception bein, the 
small area on the eastern edge wlich vas in ins 5noe Dar. 

The JÀ ianch acquirea all the land 3ncluàósd $m* the 
FPa-.o Duro and iuie Canons togetüuor with tne acjacert lana in 
the breaks Surrounding these canons. (1 supoose 1 s.ould sa, , tinet 
it includ2G the Palo nuro Oanon in Armstrong county v0 ine vestorn 
line. Also that it took in the iuie Oreek as iar we3t as three 
niles west of Tulia. When tne .ule ianch was acquireá in 188] 
there was more iand in Briscoe County. ine esst fence lin: was 
l miles west of Silverton and then lh miles south to the south line. 
This is countinz from Highway 86. 

When the QuitaQue aanch was acquired it included the remeincer 
of the southern half of the county. Àt this point I will 
give you the zceneral lines of tne entire Quitaque Hanch, This 


Banch to my mini was the best rznch for its area anywhere in the 


Panhandle or West Toxzs for that matter. . Had it been possibile to 
raintain that ranch intact to the present day wist a ranch it | 


wouid be. None better. 
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It might be of interest to know hos Goodpitht came 
into possession of the guitaque Xanch. 

What I write here I have heard huncreds of tires curing 
my life time but I take pleasure in referrinc you to ir. Burton'!s 
"A History of the JÀ Hanch", There you will find.311l and more too 
than I will tell you. 

Mr 4. Goodnight had movod his cattle into the Palo Juro 
Canon in the fall ot 1876.  1nere were said to be around 1600 «ood 
Durhams in this nerd. He lator bougut somo fins blooced zurnzm 
bulls. I saw a group of these bulls in the £. danch in April 1092 
and l never saz as good looking bulls on amy renize or in any hcrd. 

During 1877 Col. Goodánight anàü John G. adair 
enter into a contract to buy a LUCR 

The main points of thc contract 88 given by *r. 23urton 
were as follows; " Coodnight io receive a salary, branüà to be Ji, 
term of contract 5 vyears-1077 to 1062, Givision $o bo rade wiirein 
Adair qMEN. get to thirds interest in the lana anra cat:le am 
lOZ interest on the one thirà interest in the land anG cattle tnat 
Goodnight was to recieve at the end of ihe iive year poriod. 

"Goodnight bought the iirst 12,000 acres of tne land 
from Gunter and iunson in 1877: 12,000 acres more the followvinc 
year, 1078 and about th» same in 1079; YZ/UMÉ/WAYd YF d LEX ITA I4 44 
These last two in Briscoe County. 

On January 1, 1882 à new contract was started for another 
five years, which was to all intents and purposes a continuation 
of the original. However, it seems that this contract was really 
made May 3rd, 1882." . The first contract having been rade in June, 


1877 was nesring the close and this contract was to bogin as of 
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January lst, 1002." "This contract was terminated by the following 
agreement: The partnership to be terminated the first of Jure, 1887; 
Adair to nave the full value of the Jà ranches and Goodnight to 
take the guitaque :anch with 10,000 pounds ináebiteGn:ss against 
it. The cattle to sa counted between September 15th and Octobor 
l5th, 1807." 

Reference his been made to where ir, Goooniaint soló one 
half intsrest to the yuitaque i3nch in 1868, and the remaining one 
half interest in 10809, to 3r. L. i4. zoore of Kansas vity. 

According to the deed records in the courthouse at oilverton 
the lands bought for the main J& iiànch in Briscoo County 
were purchased in 1878 and 1879 from Gunter anà imnson, 

In 1880, according to the sane record, tho 110,000 acres 
purchased for the quitaque anch were bought. 

FENOING THES ADAIx & GOJDNIGDT zANZ2EGS 

4uoting fron tr. Purton!'s "ilstory of tno jÀ anch" again, 
"The first Xen fence built on tne JàÀ Hanchn wes in 1002. 

Henry 4. Taylor ani 4. 0. Koogle built it. It was wiat wes known as 
the plains fence. lt extended along the northern part of the ranch 
through Àrmstrong County and a part of Donley County. t was built 
more to keep other ranchmen!s cattle from drifting in from tne 
north than to keep the JàÀ cattle from drifting outs" 

"The folloving year, which would be 1883, tne qguitaque ianch 
was fenced by a man by the name of Bartlett. Also the Tule ianch 
Was built at the same time." 

I shall give you the fence lines of the Quitague Ranch 


as I have known where they were. We will start at the Double Gates 
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Since most of the southern half of Briscoe County 
was in the Quitaque Ranch it seems that a general outline of 
the ranch is in order. lany have forgotten these fence lines 
and some will dispute their location even now.  »hat is said here 
is known to be correct, 

In Section One, Dlock B 1, there is a rock monument 
located with reference to the 4uitacue Peak knosn as Horse ;ountain. 
Roughly it is something like three-fourtns of a mile Íírom tne 
northwest corner of said section. This is south of tno prosent 
highsay soon after coming upon the Plains from the east. 

We will take the northwest correr of this section one 
as a starting point to outline the qutiaque .anch. All surveys 
west from here to the west side of Swisner bounty wore taken 
from this monument and from this corner of section on2, block B 1. 
Át this corner are also the corners of sections 2, 9, iQ. 

There was a fence running strai;ht north io were it 
reached the rough escarpmont of the P.ajrs. Tnis wzs ihe east line 
of the beef pasture in wbich Silverton wzs to be located. 

One mile north of this cornsr, or at the northesst corner 
of section 2, block B 1l, another fence started eastward along the 


north lines of sections 132, 133, 13h, 223, 22h, 21, 22, and 27 in block 


G & M and on to à point northwest of kBa present town of lIurkey. Ihis 
was the north line of the winter irae. 

From this point the east line of the winter pasture went south 

about one mile from the present town of Turkey to the hlorth side 

of White Flat in Motley County just across south of iom Ball Creek. 


laking the southeast corner of the winter pasture. 
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We will nor return to the corner of section one in 
Block B 1. At this corner there was another fence running south to 
the Cottorzood Canon. 
From this corner another ience went west but before 
going farther we MEN say that at this corner was a gate roing into 
the beef pasture anà one into tne sumrer pasture of tne Urceding nerd. 
These gates were known as tne 2ouble Cates.  ^hore is a filling stetion 
now (1948) just northeast hard by tne locstion of these gates. 
This fence running we:t folloved the south linss of 
sections 9, 1A, 23, 39, 5h, 67, 80 and 93 in block B l. 5 sections 31, 3l, 
35, 38, 39 in block à. his line wes the south lino of the b2ef pasture. 
The west line of the beef pasture followeo the west lines 
of sections 39, 26, 25, 16, 15 and 6 in block à; 197 ari 190 where it 
. jumped off into the Tule Canon. .The north side of t.e beef pasture 
did not need much fencing as it was made up mostly of the 
escarpments of tine Tule and uocu vanons anc th: s5cerpments on 
tne east Sids. All of these are about the steebest escarpnents 
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The south line of the beef pasture as given was the 
north line of the breeding pasture.  Àt the soutüwest cornor 
of section 9 referred to above, tne norbh line of thé breecirg 
pasture continued vestvwaraà along the BOUE TTE of sections 
h2, l5, 48, and Bi A E at the soutim;/est corner of 5h. 

The west line sxtenaed southwar&á from the abovcs monticnod 
corner alonp the west line of sections 5h, hb, hh, h3, 
h2, hl, 29, and 28, where it enters FloyG County. inis line 
continued soutlwrd toward the present town of Locimoey, iexas 
cornering somewhere north of it.  :rom this corner tno fence 
extended southeastwardü at right angles to somewhere nesr the 
northeast corner of 86 anàá block T.  rrom this cornor it oxtenceac 
eastward along the north line of 66, 05, and 8h, ana on esst 
into Eotley county.  Íhe southeast corner of this rancn is located 
at the north side of inite ;lat, just as you've left viis riat 


and before crossing fom Pole creek on tae acaGor-iurkxey &bigmway. 
Note: It was just inside the corner of this ranch 
that the party montioneG in my article on prospecting cerped 
the night of July 18, 1891. Uriving aiong this roaá in august, 
19h7, it vas my joy se]iocate this corner which I had not seen 
for over 56 years. During the night one of our horses step.ed 
on my foot while asleep in bed; a Comanche yell raisea the camp 
thinking of à rattle snake. | | 
The southeast corner of this ranch was aiso the southeast 


corner of ihe winter range. The east fence of this winter 


range extends northward from this corner passing the. present 
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Site of the town of Turke;, one mile from its west line andi 
corner northwest of it near the breaks of little «ed.  ?rom 
this northeast corner the north line of this vinter ranpe vent 
westWari along the north lines of oot dne 215522. 21, 02m. 

223, 136, 133, 132, and 2, cornering at tbe northeast cornor 

of section ? in block B-1. You will be able to nrotice ioi 

this mas one mile north of section no.l, vrdch was,tho begirrning 
of our location of this ranch;.a:s0, tne .ocation of ise coubile 
£atoes as -enticonea above. 


54e will noy return to t»e nortlwest cornei 
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block Á. 

This F, or Qjuitaquo ranch, according to ir. 3urton, 
was fenced in 1882. In 1883 the iule division of the Ja ach 
was fenced with its hesdquarters located on the -ule vresk vith 
Fred À. Scott as manager of this GOivision. ihe .outh line 


Started at the corner given above and continueG vwo2sterly along 


Q 
ct 
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section lines 56, and 57 in Briscoe County, continuing Gue :'e 
along section lines to a point some three mi.es nortneast of 
the present torn of Kress, Texas.  zrom this point a Giaconal 
line was rün nortnwest to join the section iine inree miles vest 
of the present town of Tulia, Texas.  :;his was a west line of 
the Tule .ivision of the JA NHanch. 

During the winter of 1891 and 1892 the fence line between 
the beef and breeding pastures were removed. Also, tne west line 
of the breeding pasture in the bounds of Briscoe County was removed 


and a fence from the west line east near the Briscoe--loyd County 
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lines vas established. 

The vest line of tho zule ranch P endo W1deh naz boen 
mentioned as bein; three riles wost of Tülia was removo2o anc à 
fence line built along section line fivo miles east of iulia, 
from tho south line nortiwarG to the Palo ruro Canon. 

iention has been rade that most of tne northern part 
of BJriscoo County ras located in the J4 aanch.  :aking tne 
fence lines as civon you iA note tnat t5e remaincer of oriscoe 
veounty, inclucing the Tuie Osnon, v2s--an&G still is--a gzroat 


of tne Jà ianch, 
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The following in "MY RANGH OF LAVERIOK FOzLD5," 
Written by Gilla Boren LcKee' 


THz LAST ROUND-UP OF TWO JA COWBOYS 
This tragic story I shall tell; Old Settlers shall remember, 
How lightning killed two JÀ Boys; In !95!s colà November (23, October) 
Ine fog lay dense ET Ghost like in its sheet of grey, 
Put the cowboys all were earnest, In the iound-Up work that day. 
Bob Bishop, a skillful cowman, Ihen, Worked aS wagon-boss; 
Who could know that on this, They 'd suffer such a loss? 
That two amongst their number- would enter that Heavenly door; 
*ould never ride the round-up- or dwell here any more? 
The mist grew heavy and heavier: The clouds piled fold upon fold: 
But the men were very busy -àÀs they worked in the G2mp and coic. 
Each fall they had a round-up-ás the one they nad that Gay; 
For the very choicest beef steers -uere soon to be shicped avay. 
, The work had proven successful; The herd was gathered in; 
There came a din of lowing---ànd cheerful snouting men. 
ftne "Cuts" were those of the cattle---inhat were kept to winter feea, 
Bob Christian held those 'Cutbacks" .ith his deed "arner eid. 
Oh friends, they were so carefree! 5o che.rful in th» óamp anc chill; 
They sang and worked together, Out there on the 2urnham Hill. 
There cam& a terrible moment, from the clouds a fiery flash; 
The earth seemed rent a sunder---By the thunder's deepening crash. 


Bob and Warner, those Jà^cÓWboys-—-4nose hearts we&re so honest and fair, 


With ten cattle and their horses---4ere all killed together there. 
How pitiful was this sad ending! Two young lives swept away; 


No more to ride on the round-up---On the range of the Uld J&à. 
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Their honest eyes are sleeping,—-—ihe tender hearts are stilleo; 
And their places in the bunk-house---Have never yet been filled. 
On the golden range of Heavon---/Hhere .ternity is a bo2utiful day, 
They ride that range together,--4s Lhey rds for tno Uld dà. 

The above is : beautiful poem, Because of Warner :ded 
being a resident of BSriscoe C&ounty (he was thon not nore than Ó 
miles from his father and other's home) anà due to ihe other fact 
that they were buried in the oilverton Cemetery, l thought it a 
fitting tribute to tnese Jà Cowboys, to publish tnis in my book. 

The exact óate of their death was Oct 23, 1895. I had 
a part in digging the double grave in tne Mae JI At the time 
of the killing I was ricing some 12 o are miles from the scene 
of the killing. Hain was pouring down. My horse at tne ligat snighed 
and it seemed to me he vould never regain his footing. Ihe crash was 
the heavist I have ever heard aàuring my life-time. ven though 
I was so far away, 1 shali always be sure irat this vas the crash 


that killed these boys. 
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EARLY F, OX QUITA4Ur HAICH HANDSO 

Mention has been made of tho baker brothers, 0.J. wiren, 
lcCoy, ana Kellogg dud TELE Dyer. iren was in charge of this 
ranch when it was sold to uoodnight, but we.have no other record 
of any cowboys that might have bcen there.  1he Baker brothers 
could have been there, at least part of the time. McCoy ani Ée.lozg were 
lumber men in iisconsin ana were only backing O. J. «iron.  üne or 
both of them were thzre when the cattle were Gslivered to Cooanignt. 
loCooy was mantioned as being there. 

Fred Scott to C. nr. Donnell, iay 19417 said, "He was there 
"hen these cattle were branded and tnat tney had two brands. The 
Baker brothers brandea "PF" anà wiren the ":at Brand." li» was sure they 
were not partners, but he did not know waetüner the Dakers naa sold 
to theso other men before they sold to Goodnight." 

Inis ranch had been located on tne southside of the 
las linguas, betoen it anà the quitague v«reek just after tney cemcrge 
from their respective canons. In 1887 tne ranch nouse sas built 
on the south side of the two creeks just below their junction, 
being in the exact corner of rloyd County. 

When Goodnight received the cattle in 1881 he was there 
in person as has been mentioned. He had instructed his boss, John z. 
Farrington, to take his top bands to do the branding of the cattle. 
Strong EDO lid been built for the purpose. 

I am thinking at this particular time of this group of 
cOWwboys that Farrington took with him. I am sticking out my neck, 
as ii vere, to name them, but here goes: John É, Farrington, John rarris, 


John iann, Dan Jenkins, Waymon Brown, Walter Dyer, R. 1. (Bob) Bishop, . 
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Charles 5|. Hhea, Grandbury, Texas, wes an F. Hanch hand 


as well as Jà hand from 18802 to 1886. à letter from him telling of 


sx ne ip pem tdi lb m eges cmo 


his work there will probably be of interest at this particular 


— 


place. He came to the F nanch in 1002 and the first work he 


did was to help survey the south line of the F &sanch. ie then 


i 
À 


went over to the dà and helpeo build a fence from the nouth of 
Bitter Creek to the north fence of the Jà iG nch anà inen helpeo builc 
a fence from Salt Oreek to the west line of the Ja danch. He 
then helpgea build a fence arounc 5ne first bDuffalo rark at 
Goodnight. inis fence had 16 wires. 

He helpea build the rock cook and mess house for the | 
Palo suro :sancn Heacauarters. He then built a large wagon house 
to shelter the wagons at the ranch. 

In the summer of 188l or 65 ne went with a nerd of 
cattle from one of these renches to Oaldwell, &ansas.  ihis herà | 
was under tne direction of their trail boss, Juàd vampbbell. 

He names quite a few of the cowbo;s working vonere curing 


his stay. de was under John :arrington as manajer most of tne 


time. Other names are: John Faris, billy owink, abe Lzunlap, 
Parson Smith; lor the cooks, oam iurphy, Dick Stepheson, Sam 
Warrick, Billy Underwood, John iann, Charles BSeverly, Georges Lozier, 
Bob àcirogge, Gus Hartman, Billy Aldridáge, Joe NOCHE Walter 
and Sam Dye, two Porter brothers, John Hinsdale; bookeeper, Arnold: 
another cook, B edick) a blacksmith; Joe liller; a mule skinner, 
Tommie Pierce, litch Bell, and his brother,  àndy ihea, who came to 
the ranch in 1886. 

Another job he took was a contract to plow fire guaraàs 
fifty yards on each side of the fences on each side of the ranches 


on the plains. 


— T€ Mcd ERG ^er dfe H6 ros e PRA 
mtu cmcmdiisrpun For tale lrt oS t i ME 9 Mee ubere yp i tpi oie Ica emPRECEN IS Up: 8! n Cpl n 


| haad diozal .« ns T1 .UeX9ST 


| "5. $6 yum mbi meu quddal À -9U81 ó£ | 
* 


| iafolésag ebis da deeraiul 1o ed vá v 


ul 


: cantge 


Tad Im eir 16 anii dduos Mis vert GL ears 


es a : & «N mm t4 Tu. 


zi 


io dduon d) mo: earel a bifud oaqdéd ins Ab edi oi xevo dnsW^ ^ 
*[tud ao itin nedd 205 dor AL edd €o sid dier edi o desi: qod31& f e 


M. 


.i918h &L mid 10 serll d$8ow sdj » 3Josno disc mo"1t eoret B 


is x81 olsTLuc fen er bnuods — & bLtud — nodcd 


* 
* z NP 


acum ài bati. esca d vi iini "T 


e X01 sspoa.ezon bn.o03 xobs edd bf id begledulk ^ .- 


cxx e 
ertiod DOSAW Gita & $llud xedd wd. .ered1auposel ias. ouxwuc os 
- JloGer edi fs. muogew sil e cr T | | 
iA 1 "t , j é E . E * I ^9 E 
io puel m n$Iw jzew «d 2B *to 581 *o iic gn icis 


' : Eri Puede .Lfowbplsd a esuomar ses 1o sco moti eljdd&5-. 
m i [i 


[ame-lpgu emod Llsuj ziedj 10 no biserto eid xebuxu BSW 


«^ 


wesug qexow ga odo lod 1o LA. & ot lop eo 


ali D hg DEM M. ee d.d 3 e D ds À : T z * 
(d : "MPa A WC x ns j 
a T 
mec 


édi 9o jeo" wozu A nO fyrbrrsuo mol Tebnu sw di 


b: Y ? 
LE Ld 


"UU ? "A | 
(qabtuo da Xmdwo vELEC .elrs4 mioUb tfeus sembn sad 30 7 E -— «Pls 
E 


P. " s ,ncObUfÍcSW iozd iara muse 84000 &íj 4o exo dd imc noaxsi eh 
Xe9bsoo estos) wIceyeu splvadO uxdk nuoto .boowishauU  xLLI8 dxobris | 
ved [kW ens ao, D. radar xum rame Bi) ego dod - 


| tbLonzÁ Teqemicod telas: not enationd «doi ow M - hrs $ 


riflette 


I: iiia x 3s TM 
Mu mts Hh nta tig NR .v 


*^Soxedi QUE Neq. 6$ 3384R68 & uf Jdóos urbe 
eHouz: eii 1o »bia iose So "timi edj bs ebie Bone b —- umo 


«4. ut e. 


24 Am 


SIOHRX ON BOB BIS!0P 

T. T. (BOb) Bishop vas holóing down a line camp near 
the breaks of lüttle sed. doe liorn visiting tnis carp, found 
Bob very dae 

After a little covboy examination anc consultation, 
they decioea Bob woula Lave to be operated on. doe sono to ino 
Falo zuro zianch for ir, Gooonicht. Joe sent woro for nim to 
brinz all of nis knivcs an&à other insturment35 anc cone covn. 

ir. Gcoaünight toiàá doe thas$ thoy couien!t oocrato on 
him bui Joe saia they hac to do it. | iney cut a nole irto 3ob's 
Side so that the »us might corain out, anàü bob livoa to 5-1l ine 
Story. He oiec et Duncan, Arizona, June, 1948, 

Jrom tne longth of tne tive ne nao been sick nis 
abaomen was evidsntly full of »us ara probably poociürg ups 
so it could easily be seen urat nio to bs Gone anc vuoiero to cut, 
iney probably plunged à xnifte into the &sbdoren.  anssStustics zn 
antiseptices were aimost unknoin in tas 1000'e. — «iüskagy was 
probably used freely on tue inside of iue os5locnt. aiftor a liv.ie 
elensing with soap and water, probebly a small arount of vnisxcy 
was used on tne outsice. 

ieferring to the story, rillon braly says tn&t Joe »sorn 
and Oharlis ioors both told him of it. àlso, that Duck -ussell 


confirmed ihe story as being true. 
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ianch house. 

North of the Quitaque /lats, there is Little ied Hiver. 
This is really a red country. The Tüver coming out of the Holmes 
Creek Canon, which had some of the best wild grapes any one ever 
Saw, any place. 

After some miles northward across Little Hed you cone 
to another expanse of flat land, which was designated, Antelope 
Flat. 

West from these flats and fron them westward are lots 
of grassy breaks and much rough land to the top of the escarpment. 
North of Àntelope Flat you cross HeG idver. The ramainder of 
the northeast part of the county is more or leas rough and HUP 
but fine grass land. All the breaks north of Quitaque :lats was 
in the JA Ranch, as well as most of the remainder. The exception 


being a small portion of the eastern edge which was in the Shoe Bars. 
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Til; GO:IPNG OF Tii» HoMsoliuut9 
I. J. Braiaàfoot moved from Baylor County to Jloyd 
vounty, rexas in 1886. He stopped under tne breiks for the 
winter; h» moved on to section 10, Block B-- in 1807. inis 
location was five miles north of tne present :own oi -loyoaoa, 
Texas, 

J. i. ÀcO0lain and Jr. L. I. wilson, of Seymour, iexas 
&hG otnors bscame interzsted vith nim in a town sit: projcct. 
:iney calleaà tneir toun L2lia lain.  idowever, in tne clzction for 
the organization of zloya eounty anà selecoion of thc c.unty 
Ssat, xay 20, 1090, Della Plain was defeated. 

In «august, 1690, uir. Sraidroot went north into 2riscoe 
county and located on Section 20, Slock à.  ZüHgoiever, ns rOovec 
his family to this location in the spring of 1891. 

i. n. Anderson, coming with T. J. Braiófoct, filed 
on Section 20h, Block G & à tuere in August, 1090. inis r&kes 
Zr. anderson probably the first real settler in tris part or 
the country. ii at once got lumber fror asariiio anài built iir 
à Gugout anà took up nis aboae. 

ü2 was soon followec by walter Soehms who locat.a on 
section 26, Block à. He spent the winter with «r. anaerson. 

Nat UG, Waller brought nis family anà located on scction 
18, block à, whicn was just west of draidfoot; irs. «aller 
being the first voman in the soutunwest quarter of tie county. 


Ihomas -, Fraàlmer and àmos 3. XcOracken located in 


November, 1890 on section 62 & 58 respectively, block B-1. 
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*h Z.^Bopson, i4. D. $ade, ani X. P..Oarrcuth came to tne 


county in novomber, 1090 and sctiled on sections h, lh, ana 6, 
block B-2 resps3ctively. 
À. C. Bomar and farily with his brotner, Virgil, located 
on section 6, block 5-2 in Lecember, 1090. 
W. A. Aogers, H. W. Savage, J. B. (Dick) 3avage; anü 
Jj; à. 5talbird, anG silliem -. 3rovn 2enà family came irto the county 


in .ecember, 1890.  aogers located on section 206, block u & 3 


5 


TUCPMME da . p s zs ur quitas cT dd 
h. «. Savago located on section hB, 5lock 4; anuo Dick savace locited 

"f 3 eds ai LZlmn!zs " 2] 3 noe 2 á-c Y AF—XC no Ya c mc N65 € T—X 
on section 56, 2locik A; 4llliam-P. orowr locau.a ón sociion 52, 2iock ... 


ine above families representsG vhose tnat wore locat:d 
in tus soutnwest quarter of tas county in 1890. 
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Quarter of the county in duly 1090, vhtcn rakcs them this iirst ir 
that vicinity. J. 5. ristzsch locatzó hore on cection l46, block 
5-10 in tse norübzest cornzz of the county, Decsber 1099. 
:r. donn :iückman ana donn orady were botn on the da 
sanch Guring the 1880!s. rhe; probably sottl:c north o? the 
river in tae northeast corner of tne county as early 2&5 1690. 
Jesse Louis (iou) Craig ws on the oasst siás of tne 
county located in the Shoe »s2rs in 1890. John Li. Solton, J. :. 
Hone2, wW. 23. üregg, and John à. Woods care to the «uitacue :;lats 
country in 1890. 
Zromn my pr;sent information and recollection, tnsso 
were a:l that were witain the bounds of 5riscoe «ounty by Jan l, 1891. 
ina majority of tn» othor early settlers cane to the 
country in 1891. | Some in 1892, and the remaining ones vore strung 
out through the 1890!s.  àmong tne first in 18691 were tie fanilics 


of 2. ianiolph Thnomas and 4. Bruce Loring.  lhey had spent the 


winter near Jel.a Plain and moved into thoir dugouts Larch 1, 1091. 
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THs DZXO.1230 PAN 
Hrs. D. w. layfield, noe Jardy 2ava;e, comos to my rescue 
with &he story of the man drowning in the lake on section 26, 
block à, Juno» ll, 1891. 
"After ne had sold his section to L. 4. rricze in .ay, 


1891, ns nad cavped on the section soutüi of 5n. o. oavago tbzt 9. i. 


Crum locatsG on lster. Th» man's nano was Georg2 «.. derley. 42 0aà gonz 


Meo vzy hans to borrovy a tont. i2 nao been tolc of ine $:nt by & 


- aer P4 geo n DusT 74m Poua wia vn CERE Ah ed ee c NIS : " 
Couboy rioinz tne fencs lins.of th» P's.' o0. tüuink$S vb. vas Lon 


[0 


52. xicnasl.  narlzy went tnore ani borro&ed tuo cent i200 "r. .CoabDo,. 
de starteaà n.me with tne tent ana £ot into tns laxo anc out on 
the nigh point in tne lake.  :his same cowboy nzooenec alomn, d 
ha.rd iim hollor. 


ma. 


ne cowboy tolc narlzy to sta; vnere.h& was and ne 


woulaà zo get nolo at n. w. oavage'!s. "mr. eavage, J. *. otalbira and 
dim S»v.g2 vent to get the nan out but cou.a not fino nim. 


Stalbirc aad -arcy 2avage mace a littlo ooat anc tne 
lake wes àrazged and tie tent found but no ran vas founa. ire rourin 
day he flosted to the iop of the wator very baol; swollen. 

Stalbird and Ceorge :z. iolland had already startea ine 
grave and when he was found, tne grave was finished and ine man 


E , s " 
wrapped in sheets, procured from the 3avages, and was buried. 
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irs. rrank Geroes, see Bertha rogerson, says tne man 


— 


Was ". «. iarley, anà tnat he came tnere with :srark.  :arley located 
on Section lh, block à and irank uerdes locatea on section O in 
tu» sare block. 
ir. Harley had been helping rrank builà nis dGugout and 
Guring the time, Harley sold his claim to L. à. :riezo say, 1091. He 
mov2ad ovor to the place tnat Jd. L. Grum later located, ocction 
36, Block à., where he was camped in a vagon. 
"One of tne little z;irls was at rlainviow and frank 
went there for her. ir. Harley was drowned dune ll, 1891.  *rark 
brought tis little girl home at night anc he iolloved tne north 
Star as a guide." 
Ihe neavy rains in June, 1891 had all tn- lakes filled 
witin water. 
Mrs. uerdes states that accorcing to wnat »rank had 
tolà her that there was another grave already vhere. »ne Quotczd 
Zrank as folloés: "Both 2raves were fenced vita a Smra.l fence 
around sach one. He told tne other ron thab it.57 v ouid saw one 
of tne corner posts off to distinguish the greves." «rs, Davis, the 
nother of Duà Davis, was therefore buried first. e can renerb.r 
tue grives stood there with these fences for à long tire. iater 


the remains vere removed to the Silverton Cemetery. 
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SURVZIl.G SILV.TON 
ionday morning, jus 20, 1891 there apoesred as if out 
of a clear sky a Lr. oaye and James. à. Parks, to surv:;-or: from 
Clarendon, lexas who vere there for tne purpose of surveying tne 
town into blocks, lots and streets. John i4 Shoon and vcorz;s r., 
Holland were tte chain carriers and T. i. ánc3rson Crove ihe 


Stobs at the corners of each block. 


lhis.surveying 5t00à as they surveyed it.  nocvor, 


Gifrerent men surveying sesmed to OiSagree on somc of Lu: ssction 
lines aftervarcs. 
ihe basis for this surveying was from tne monunent 


already mentioneG as being on survey section 1, 3lock 2. -l.  . ds 
ronumont nad been established witn reference to nuouse :ounvwain 
of 4uivacue Peaks.  1his aàisagreoment couic nave bcen oue antie 
taken from the mountain or to fault of thi cnain carryincs. 
4e heloed to survey from tnis mnonunsnt west 3long tino s. -. icc. 
ir. *, I. Hanna, using & bhankcrerief on one of tue 
Spokes of à two-;hoel cart, missed vine soutnesst corner or zecoion 
6, biock à. four fest as compared to survoying vito tne caain. 
His Gistance was perfect but ne made his corner four feet too iar 


east . 
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BXOSEGCOTiInG Ik Siloovso Aa Uliist vuUirlo 
Er. -ooort I. sanna Dad gone from oeymour, Texas to Driscoe 
County, some tine during tae vint2r of 1890-1091. ie anà n. o. -ishor 
built tne first nouse, in tue future oiivcrton, to be used ior à store 
as vili bs aescribsa elsewinere. 


Lr. Hanna vas back at seymour during Jui;, 1891 to «inc 
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(nàü take his team vithn him to orisco: county. e 
haG a t'o-wheel cart and vas lsaoing to exti norsss. 

Hr. danna nad endearead hinself to our faiily in any 
ms to Texas irom tühs stato oi »issouri ano So LaC 
we: hs was a real man in every sense of the word. ino wrii.r vas 


employea by ianna and Reeran to delivor groceries,;Gurzing tas suusr 
and early fall of 1890 vhile just a kic. any loaós oi groceries 
did I haul to aunt :ary dans Priezo!s. 

zhrough »anna!s influsrce my fathor  deciaoed to go vith 
him to see vhe country. à .r. ierdy anc two olick brotaüors, ons of 
*-nom was nansd Anderson, uho lived in tns vacio Urzox oQommuniu; 
decided to go along. 9^ started iónday morningó, July 13, 18091. 

ounoay aftoerrgon before ve vere to start, . UO. coti care 
out to see if he could come to -loyd County with us. 4e agre.c he 
coulà do so. He had delivered some steers vinich Lem .neshire, an 
officer from the tatile raiser's Association had picked up in Floyd 
County. 

xonday morning wnen we were loaving 2eymour a ir. Berry 
asked to go along with us. He was taken on for tho irip. Mr. Berry 
was making his way to ta.e City, HBlle County, ZaxaS iO Seo à -r. A. i 
Jones, who had located this piace. I ncver could h..r of him until 


recently. | Mr. Berry was a surveyor, and shoved us a hill southeast 
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of Guthric on which hc located a mouna of stones for a block 
corner during the year of 1070 uwidle helping to survey that 
country, : 

Juaüge C. F. Korr, vho vas an early 1090 school teacher 
in ible 2ounty told me that ho knew ir. Berry well and tiat ne 
teugnt school some and vas a surveyor. ie did not kno: hoy long 
he livoa in HZle County nor vüu2re he movoa from here. 

Our waczons wore loaded with sheaf oats voich ve vere 
to carry along for fesao for our horses. It must be uncerstood 
taat tnore were no ieoc Stores in these parts. 4o nad a roll of 
becding and a chuck box with a jar of sour cough. 

Lr, Berry hadà no luggage sxceot nis hanà grip. 4. C. Scott 
haa & roll of bedcing anà a saadle. 

My father, À. P. DJonnell and myself, Uharles, a boy, rabbit 
and Quail killer and gsaneral roustabout for ti: bunch, constituta 


the group as wo loft oeyrour. vta 
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The first night out we camped at a gyp soring by 
a tro-room rock house 5 miies west of Benjamin where the 
Wsatherly family had lived. «e knew irs. seathorley as she was 
& Sister of a Jrs. iloggard that vas our neighbor who we first 
came to laxas, 1889. wo of tne sons, Bob anc Harry vorked on the 
JÀ zaanch later. 

Ihe next morning we go nortiwest over sone nice country 
until we strike the bpeaks of Cecar Zountain. e go over tiis little 
mountain.  :nis country was generally Spoken of as 'iittle AÁrizona.! 

Ihe second right is scent on à fiat soutaesst of Gutnrie . e 
take our horses over on the Wicnita Hiver anà water vt the then 
heaGquarters of the 8 NXanch -later tne 6666. 

3oon after starting the next norning-the l5th- .r. Berry 
calls our attention to à hill north from the road zhere he had 
helped to estabiish & rock monument in 1870 vhile nclping survey 
the country. We pass Cutherie, a litüle burg of soms 3 or i4 new 
looking homes. On northwest ve go on. in a few miles we drive 
through a gate into thes Fitchfork.  5cott, Seos a plover, takes my 
rabbit gun, an old army musket, and shoots. ihe gunkicked him on 
the cheek. .He did not want to shoot it any more. ue forgot to lock 
for ihs piover. | 

We drive on and camp on the north bank of Tongue ziver. 

During the late afternoon we had passed the ROS Ranch in vhich the 
Carters of Seymour vore Shbecestd. Cap Carter and his father 
and other Üarters had ranched there.  iwo of ÜCap!s boys, àmory and 
Henry, had tried to get me to go to the ranch with them during the 
School vacation of the summer of 1891. Our canp on Tongue River 
was in the e6ab 8 ianch. 


Ihursday just after noon we came to the iatador inch 
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headquarters.  rhis was indeed a nice place even then. Nice homes, 
our buildings including & shop and a round dirt tank vhich was 
built around some sprinzs. After inspecting these heacquarters we drove 
on to the little town of :;atador which was just getting startod. 
Here it, C. Scott found some Floydáada fei nas and bdo us Goocbye.s 
ile drove out to wiite :lats-not a store or anything 
to tie to-but just white flats. At the nortn end of the flats we 
drove into the corner of th9 ;,uitaque :anch pasture. iners we 
camped for the night. Being in the corner we wero not so concernsd 
about staking and habbling our horses.  vurinz tne fight Oli ronto 
stepped on my fot while asleep. "ut cam? a yell and 
all men were up anG at attention. "o one was hurt. 
nile on dhite Flats ve stopped at Johnson's. ihe old 
gentler2n and three boys we had kno:n at Seymour were tnere.  .:ney had 
killed à panther over in the breaks vest from them à few Gays bcfore and 
had his hide stretched doyn on thc ground. He was a pretty big cat. 
We spent all Saturcay going from tho cam; at the cornor 
of th» ranch to Cottomrood 2prings at the foot of the plains. he 
country was rough and we cross several streams which were, iom Ball, EN. Pease 
and ihe Quitaque at the mouth of las linguas, passing the peaks 
as we came. We were follorving a well marked trail during our entire 
trip. Not marked with Signs, but rlainly seen. «e did not know 
anything of the Sante Je Hxpedition sent out in 18lhl nor of the Indian 
trails over uhich we care but this was the trail 50 years after 
the Sante Je Exoedition.  sasily seen and seemingly well travelled. 
E45: morning we ascended the escarpment which was to 
bring us out onto the plains. For two or three miles the road vas 


rough but when we came to the caprock it was nearly impassable. 
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The caprock proper was almóst perpendicular for 15 to 20 inches 
and as rough d a road could possibly be. Th» men held the vagon 
whaels while the horses brought themselves uo; ovcr the rough 
place. 

"o were now a elut was called th» iackenzgie :rail. 
Here it lead rorthwest for around li miles. Through the Louble 
Gate on the northside we entered tae bsef pasture. Our course vas 
mostly westward but slightly to ine norilwest as ve folloved 
this vrail.  Às far as we coulà see it vas grass exe2pt ior tie 
water in the lakes which haà be^n placecó there by th» Juno rains. 
Such grass as ve saw Was rarely seen in July exceot in rainy 
seasons. 

Looking towarà the nortimest arouno two miles, ir. ranna 
observed that hr. Brooks had arrived.  &. P. Donnoll got on th» scat of 
tne Uwo-;heel cart ana tüey went by 5o sse Mr. Brooks.  Jrom that Gay 
until ir. Brook's death they were close irienóis. rhe Brooks family 
had just arrived shortly before and taey had a tent and a covered 
wagon in wnich to live. 

ÁS we Grove toward oilverton tne dugouts of teorge x. KXlutts, 
and T. B. licnael were seen to our north. Probably no one was at either 
place at the time. I think Tom B. kichael was looking after fences and 
windmills in the JÀ beef pasture. 

The cattle in this pasture were spayed heifers and 
yearlings and two year old dion Ine heifers were probably three 
years of age. 

No better sight could have greeted the eyes of any one 
prospecting. Such grass; such lano; such fat stock; a more inviting 
country could hardly be imagined. However, outside of lir. Hanna, 


our family was the only one of the group to ever come to locate at this place. 
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We drove up to the little store building in Silvorton 
around noon of July 19, 1091. After we ate a moal, which vas prepared 
over fire outside, we lay down on the grass in the shace of the 
Store building and slept. You are asked to remomber that tne land was 
all cov2red with grass. 

Our party consisted of a .r. Hardy, two Click brothers, 
zi, I. Hanna, who had an interest in the store builcing and store 
and who had bsen to Bayjor for his horses, à. P. DJornsll anàü oharles vonnell, 
the boy of the crovaG and a ir. Serry vho joinsc us to go to isle 
City to see à im. Jones who was intorestod in a tocn project. 

This building was the only building on thes tozn 
Section.  Hovever, i. J. Braidfoot had movsa his ísmily from z52lla rFlain 
in Floyc county aná had built à shed. They were rakinz; adobe to 
build a small house. red Braidfoot was plosinz some soá-land. ine 
msn all went out to see tne soil. hey thought it was great.  /nere 
Was a load of lumbsr on the ground for a house for Dr. Isaac i. 
Watkins.  ihis house vas built just west of the rresbyterian church 
location. 

Ihat was 2ilverton. The other interests in the store 
Were osned by L. C. and possibly W. D. Fisher.  ihey were shore, azght 
least L. C. Fisher was thore on our arrival. We had knorn à. I. Hanna 
and L. C. Fisher in Seymour. Et e 

During the afternoon some nen came in for their rail. 
They had been to Tulia to help them AM the first anniversary 
of the organization of Swisher County. One of the men was 


George !. Holland; others I do not remember. 
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Monday, July 20, 1891, ve drove west from the tosn site. 4e 
stopped at ^. R. Thomas's store and a post office which he calied 
Geltic. After talking vith him for avhile, he told us of a section 
north roh üe started tovard it but about the tine we 
reached the lackenzie Trail, here came a ran rióing llke^colng: ior 
a doctor to tell us tiat the land had been claimed. 4e went back 
to oilvsrton. 

While driving on the trail toward 3Silverton .e.cams to 
the lake on the Waller section no. 18. heo trzil led througa the 
lake but at the water's edge? there was a carcass of a deac cow. 

Ihe moon boing around an hour high and the waves causod by the 
wind made the object look to be a wolf moving slo:ly along. im, 
Hardy anà Ánderson Click vert to make tno kill.  .hen tney rsacncó a good 
distance for a shot both fircd at the same thing.  ihud, vwsnt the 
Sound of tns bu.let. 

we lost ir. Berry at Silvorton on :.oncay anc nsvor hoard 

of him again. 4e found some now friencs, a ir. Portorfielc aná i0 
Sons, zagleton anG ídcehard, from Hill or -llis County.  inzy too vere 
prospecting for a location anc Lagleton located in the south part 

of Haie County later. Er. Porterfield'!s wife was a Donne.. and.-he 
Said he could not claim fatner on account of his Gark c mpiexion. 
Iater in life on a trip to Tennessee looking for«4amily information 
I found she and father were 2nd cousins. 

Tuesday we go north to Coon Canon to look at a section 
and saw X . W. L. Jewett. This was considered undesirable bseause of 
most of it being in the canon. ie drove to short way east ana stop 
where the men are building a house for tns purpose of running the 


place as Tarlton in the county seat race. 
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The men had decicea to go to c ar.nadon andá drove a 
few miles and camped for the night. The rough terrain soen "hen 
looking that direction caused them to decide not to go. 
Andérson Click had filed on sone land on Catfish Oreek 
in Dickens County and it was finally decided to go to Dickens 
by way of ^lainview, ijStacado anó DJockur!s store. 
Wednesday morning we drove to Silverton and take our 
leave of the men there and head south;est; havs late dinnsr st 
Deadman lake some few miies s-utir:est of oilverton. :2is iux; had 
been fillea with vater during the Jun? reins.  lhers was a rail 
ruumr ng from one Fr windmill to another thit passed viürough the 
edge of ihe lake as it would be vhen dry. ^n tnis lske ihire is 
a high place vhich at tires is like an islard. 1t was s2idü vthist 
a man's team following the trail got into oho water anà hs zot out 
onto ihe islanc part which evidently vas then in sil Os vSiire 
It would be easy enough for a ran to got so cnilled ti4t no could 
die there, as happened to this ran. 
We drove about l- miles and into tho f sunmer »stur:. 
Our scutlwest course brought us out of tne surmer pzsture wLere 
we camped for the night. By summer pasture I mean breeding pasture. 
We had found no rabbits on the plains ara qe the 
chance to kill a curlew presented itself. That curlew was some 
tough chewing, friend'!, 
Thursday, July 23rd, we reach Plainview.  5everal hours are 
spent here but the wagons moved on through the afternoon and late toward 
Estacado. | 
Friday morning we arrived at Zstacado and view the pretty 


orchards and homesteads of the Quakers. "ur journey brings us to 


Emma which had been elected to be the county seat of vrosby. There 
was one flat house and a windmill that the hail could beat all 
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to pieces vhen folded up as it was. ^o water on account of a 
Stili day and no water ARRA ie turned the mill and watered the 
teamg and filled the kegs. e camp by the side of a little ürav. 
We leave carly Saturday mo-ning zoing by the.rHank 3mith rock house. 

No one knew anything of tne importance of tais place as 
one of the first in the country. We drive east and zo out of tne 
canon 3 or hl rifles avay.. We are in the H - L kanch. Aftor getting 
out of the canon our course is io the soutüsast.  ;.e go into tine 
2 Buckles and pass Dockum'!s store whore ye buy sujar to be 
prepared to cook some plurs wien ve got down on tn» sancy €rcexs. 

We vind our way along tho side of à canon to our v^si 
and finally reach Oatfish (Creek. Here w2 aro introduced toa DT. 
Barrett who becomes very much interested in locating all of toc 
men. ir. Oiick stepped off à clair near AnaGerson Ulick's filling 
when he was there bsfore. e also meet a Lr. Adamson ho was batching 
there and who died at iclean under my care sone 20 ;ea2ars iaier. 

3e spent ironi Sunday afternoon until «ednescay nornirg 
in camp here whiie looking for lasd. Xr. Hardy and I kil sd quail amü 
cooked olums while the others looked around for lana. ir. Click vas 
the only one to locate land. 

Wednesday, th» 29th, we start toward Soymour. We pass 
Zsquella that had been defeated in & quA seat election; the old 
Spur Hanch headqu.rtsrs; the town of Dickens which bad besn successful 
for the county seat. I saw more blue quail tiat afternoon then 
I suppose 1 hive the remainder of my life.  Habbits did not look 
good when these quail could be killed. 

We drove around the mountain north of Diickens and camped 
on Croton for the night. Dry as a chip. iie cooked quail, piums and 


had sour dough biscuits. Une of the bost meals I ever ate in my life. 
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According to Lir. Hardy th» moon held back inat nignt 
and we got rain. EE was left as we ate, even 5o the scsck of 
flour, and we had a job cleaning things the next morning. 

Drive to Guthcfís through tho Fitchforks ana into the 
üs again. (he next day to Benjamin and Saturday, àug 1st,1891 ve 
arrive at Seymour, lacking only lO hours boing gone thrco wesks. 

Think of tne difference in travel tooay. ven on oirt roaas 
a model 7. Ford couid have rade it over ihe sare? roads in :;hree 
days with a little pushing through tne sancoy creeks. 

Qur thoughts continued to run to;arà Briscos County 
until 54e made ready to move there. 

During the entire trip everywhere v;:e lakos ware Gry 


and there woro evidences of üry weatnsr in tho ;rass aS woll. 
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À FAMILY i0ViS TO BRISCOZG FiOlM DO4N STATE 

The writer was not with any other family save his 
Own and since most people moved the same way I will take 
the liberty to use our family. The à. F. Donnell family. 

Father and I had prospected the Plains in July anáà 
while ve found no land on which to locate we returnsd to Baylor 
County with our minds made up to move to Briscoe. 

Our wheat hadá been harvested and sold before ve maae the 
prospecting tour except one granary.  »e had a good pun crop 
and sold part of the corn to John &lbright.  ;e nelped John 
gather the corn and then cribbed the remainder. 

On September 9th, 1891, we made our start. «e naà a 
wagon loaced and a hack pretty well loaoed. | 4e had one extra 
horse, Ponto, and two yearling calis; four cows aná four calves. 

Ihe first day ve reached the ;iggins place west of 
Seymour and camped for our first noon neal. I haà a cow and 
two yearlings that were vithin hOO yards of our camp wiich I 
insisted on taking with us but father prevailea against the 
idea as we expected to come back next spring for them and 
others. we went back alright but the quarantine kept us from 
bringing the cattle. 

Our direction was jlest to Benjamin and we camped at 
Glover's on the road and bought some peaches. The next day ve 
went through Benjamin and west and northwest camping soutiwest 
a Short way from the rise toward Cedar mountain or as some 
called that countgy 'Little Arizona!. The next norning bocing 
Sunday we decided to Eo over this mountain which we dia and 
camped at a Gyp Spring in a small ravine just as we entered 
the 8 danch which is now the 6666, This hill or mountain vas 


some road. No wonder the 'Santa Fe Pioneers called this a rough country. 
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I might add in passing that our traveling vas 
no doubt over the self same trail all the vay to ias lünguas. 

Some time in the early afternoon while ve camped at 
the Gyp 3pring an 8 fence rider stopped. i and father haà vxorked 
-togaither in Seymour auring the winter and summor of 1890 and ne aávised 
us to move on vestward about 3 or | miles where we coulài find 
fresh water in some small prairie holes. 42 nitehsd up our 
teams and started. Il suppose we nad gone onc half mile ven 
the morticed wooden piece in the fifth wheel of tne nack 
broke ai one end.  :here were some tough hackberry trees 
growing aroun&G some holes of the most stinking water tnat I 
ever smelled. (I cut one of the trees. i» sawed a piece Ero er 
length and vent to work with a sav, à pock2t knife, ana a brace 
and bit. | The tough hackberry was hard to work but that piece 
of wood lasted for years. ie finally fixed things 
toge;her and drove on to the water holes. à nice place to camp vith 
both water and grass for the stock. 

We drove northwest towarü Guthrie wiich vas a very 
young and small tozn on the Wichita iiver in the 8 ranch. e 
camped for the night at another stinking hole of waiver just 
around the hill nortlwest of Guthrie. 

Ihe next morning, Tuesday , "e E : short ways and 
went through the Pitchfork gate where i. C. 3cott had killed 
the Plover with my old gun in July. 4e traveled nortiwesterly 
during the tle and camped in a mesquite grove with 
lots of beàns. | Old Ponto loved mesquite beans better than he 
did corn and he fattened every day. That night we had nice 
fresh rater and the next morning coffee. Bertha was 


T1 years of age and when asked if she wanted some coffee she 


replied ihat she did as she didn't have her coffee last nigit. 
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We continued toward latador Wednesday and camped 
with about the same experiences. We passed one settler!s small 
shack and were again pretty close to the :03 sanch house.  ;hen 
we passed by the iatador Headguarters, of course, we had to see 
that again and show the rest of the family the place. 

Friday we passed through jatador but tbinking of 
the road and the clirb up the caprock in Briscoe ve decided 
to turn West and we camped on the licdle rPease &kiver flaz O 
miles west or somewhere in that vicinity. 

Saturday night we landed at Goose Tank in the 
Matadors. Sunday morning we drove to Della Flain. There vas 
& Store and we bought a box of axle grease.  Àli of us had sore 
lips. Lem decided that axle grease might ao sore lips good. ie 
used it freely and he surely told the xorld about it nurting. 
Il do not remember if it was a cure but I think it helped. 

3peaking of Della Flain recalis to mind that tnis 
was the defeated site for county seat in the rloyd County 
election in lay 1890. T. J. Braidfoot had come out here from 
Seymour as had J. S. XoeClain. JJ. R. lcOlain of Seymour vhom 
we had known, and one of the original owners of the town.of 
Seymour, was probably the man behind the guns.  Braidfoot had 
gone to Briscoe County to try again for another county seat. 

Wie headed north from Della Flain and in about.1i 
miles drove through the gate on the south fence of the F Hanch 
pasture. The day was fine and we felt ourselves nearing our 
goal and were elated over that fact. However, we had an enjoyabie 
trip considering the roads and watering facilities. As 
we entered the F Pasture there was a house a short vays east 


of the road that was the John Ewing home. We afterwards knew 
Henry and Haymond and Bessie who married George M, Klutts, 
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Along the middle of the afternoon near vhere we crossed 
the Quitaque draw two ae passed us on horseback. I noticed 
one of the horses vas branded PM, Afterwards I saw tnis 
horse in 3ilverton and found it belonged to :anton icCracken. 
These two boys were Lon and lanton lcCracken. Lon had filed on 
a section of lani near the lánguish draw in Briscoe County.  :he 
Amos lcCracken family vere living in or near Pella ilain.  ihey 
moved into Briscoe in 1890. About dark ve stop;o 
near the Briscoe andü Floyd County lines. ince ve wore so near 
the line «ze decided to say that we reached B2riscoe the 20th 
of September. Tnis was my father!s llst birthday andi we thought 
the dates shoulá work togs2ther. ine next morning ve drovo to 
2ilverton and camped on indies siáe of the lake. Ihe follocing 
day, the 22nà of September, 1891 we drove out to :. I. danra's 
dugout on section No. 6 and thet has been th» home ever since 
as far as we are ali concerned. iy sister Ora lives tinere now 
and to me it vas our home and I suppose will be as long as any 
of us live regardless of ownership. 

Our experiences moving were similar to others I know 
and we were glad to know the trip vas ended.  »e all felt that we 


had done a good thing. Future events have proven that ve had. 
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TH: SELECTION OF À COUNTY SEAT 

4hen a county was to vote on organization there was, 
naturally to be expected, a selection of a site for a county seat 
at the same time. 

When Briscoe County was to vote for an organization 
there were three places offered for county seats; oilverton on 
Section 20, block À; Linguish on section 79, block 2 1 (some say 
at the final vote that section TO in blocx B 1l vas to be tne 
location) and ?arlton on section 163 in block B 2. 

larlton vas nearer the center of the county bui vas 
at the head of Coon Canon against the breaks.  riingu$sh 
(las Linguas) was run by the «uitajue inch people. 

The plan for the selection of »ilverton vas air-tight. 
Àn organization vas perfectsd whereby each man poing into it 
should become a stock-holder in the town. 1t is a matter oi record 
that the organization was auly constituted an& dü. w. caovage was 
elected chairman while the directors were, T. L. Anoerson, s. 2. Gregg, 
HR, I. Hanna, S3. P. Huss and «. L. ialone.  EKFr. Anüerson vas made secretary 
of the organization. 

Ihere was another committee of appraisal. I could not 
find cs record of it but remember that i. r. vconklin and Z. G. Fogerson 
were two of the committeemen. 

ir. T. J. Braidfoot had filed on the section 20 in block 


À during August possibly in 1890 and moved his family there in the 


Spring of 1891. ; 
Mr. Braicfoot had been in a county seat election in 

Floyd County when he and J. R. XcClain of Seymour Zt ran Della 

Plain as a candidate for the County Seat.  ihus was defeated by 


Floydada, lay 28, 1890. 
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Braidfoot was to have 55 acres in the nortimest corner 
of the section and the keystone block nortlwest of the 
square. The remaining part of the section vas to be divided 
anong the stock-holders. 

To qualify a school section for a county seat 
there haà to be as many as tenty houses on the lani aná noney 
to pay the section out to obtain a patent. 

It haà been my understanding that each stock-holóer 
was regauired to pay 49.75 and I found that of record once put 
found too that the required was only $9.25 instead. 

"hen the time came for a patent 7. J. Braidfoot relincuished 
his rights and tne section vas patented in th» name of 
J. N. Stalbird who togathor E wife signod the deeds to 
the lots as assigned to the stock-holders by the committee of 
appraisal.  Àll deeds that were exarined by rysel? were nade in 
1893. 

The mime, "Silverton" was selscted by Lrs. Y. J. Braicfoot. 
You will notice that she also had tne honor of selecting a neme for 


the first newspaper published in Silverton. 
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THE FLiST S1Qu BUILDILG 

The first house built on the town section of Silverton 
was for the purpose of a Store building. às I think of this building 
it seems to me that it could easily be said it was kbout 25 X 50 
feet in size with a room in the southwest for living 
purposes. This house was erected by L. C. Pisher and :. I. Hanna, both 
of whom had come there from Seymour, Baylor county, Toxas.  inere is a 
possibility itnat 4. D. Fisher might have boen interestod in this 
business, but I think that he vas not. e was a young laevzyer andà 
came there from Benjamin during the summer of 1091. ln: builcing 
haà been erected around iarch, 1091. 

This little store fulfilled a need for the community 
that was almost indisponsible. à greet many aiífercnt articl:s 
Were carried in the stock. Sugar, coffee, chewing and smoking $obaccos, 
some nails and  tapies and rany other little things.  lhe 
stock of heavier groceries vas small. If a man found ne vas 
running short of such things heo could iind such there uniil he 
couid find time to go to àmarillo for a full supply for Himself. 

The most i^portant thing in the store was ths post 
office. L. C. risher was the first Postmaster. de would get ycur mail 
any time you came for it. He would get up at night to get it. ie 
always opened the office after church for people to get their majl 
or, if you were to go for your mail and did not go to church, he vould 
get up from church and go get the mail or anything else you might 


need. "while he was sometimes ratner grouchy, boing afflicted, 
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he was abriays ready to be accomodating to everyons alike. 

Some might wonder why a larger stock vas not carried 
or vhy pe.ple did not patronize the store for more things.  !ne 
ans:er is simple enough hen VIENOdIAG dd uere bhlsre 
at tnat Lime. Most people had more time than noney.  ihey not only 
needed supplies but they nseded lumber and wire anó vincsills ard 
things that ould help them improve and live while Coing it. 
À ran going to the railroad aftsr he had nis fanily ostablishso 
in a dug-out already, voulc usually bring baci sors luxbcr, ocrbed 
wire, a vinàámill, lunbser for à toyer, an. pipsing and sucker roGs 
for tho well, 300 to 500 pounás of flour, one hundred pounas of 
sugar, one huncdred pounds of salt, 10 galions of syrup anc Debe 
other things. No freight lino was in the process of ogeration, nor 
could a line of va2gons be employed for such purposes. zach man j 
did his own freighting.  Àll wagons wore equiped with sheets anà 
bows and could b? depended upon in vet weather to «cep mzn out 
of the et and cold. 

As other stores began io operate some fe: men became 
freightsrs. lhe merchants and evon some of th2 settlers patronized 


them.  ihis gradually increased in volume as time vent on vith other 


things of importance taking the place of the men at home. 
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MORE HOUSu3 ERECT.D IN SILVEGTON 

T. J. Braidfoot finished his aáobes and built his nouse 
and was RE it when we came back to 3Silv2rton in czeptembor. 
Br. I. H. Watkins lumber had made a house.  J. à. liorthcutt, the first 
Dlacksrmith, was erecting a large adobe house northeast of the 
square, These represent tne residences by September, 1591. 

Dr. I. H. Watkins and À. C. Bomar erecteo the soconu store 
building shich Was to be used for a drug storc. 4. D. rsishner and 
the 5Skeen brothers started office buildings builaing norih 2Zron ihe 
store and drug store. It was in tho unfinishod building of oxoen's that 
the first school vas started- Oct. 1891. In 9g..D. rishser's law ofiico the 
election vas held voting being Gone at the back v inao-. 

Not long after the county w-s organized, the county &md 
district clerk, T. L. Anderson, occupied a srall round top builcing 
for his office. This was occupied during 1892 4hile th» courinouse 
"was being built. I do not know exactly who built this little nouse 
but l can remember one thing that napooned in front of it.  ihat vas 
the wedding of John T. Wimberly and :rs. Josie Allen, 5spt. 29, 1092. 

d. R. Corry had built a house and moved his chilaàren in 
for school. This house was sold in June 22, 1892 to E. L. and C. ii. 
Ayres when they came to the county.  "orry then started the hotel 
which he later solà to the crawforóds; later Z4 osned by Woodburn and 
Merricks; Mois Haynes. 

À. C. Bomar built a house for his family vhich he sold 
later to irs. X. J. Frieze. 

T. J. Braidfoot moved a house from Della Plain to Silverton. 
Iwo stories with one of them in the basement. There were 


four rooms in all.  Ihis was sold to W. M. Campbell. 
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During November, 1891, several men took wagons and 
went to Amarillo for lumber for a school house. This county was 
not organized, and through shat means this lurber was secured, 
i1 do not knoz.  !he house was built some to blocks south and one 
block west from the southwest corner of the square. The school 
Was moved iom its p.ace of bsginning to this houso near the first 
of December. 

Some will tell you that this house vas built near the 
Perry ihomas place, which is on the south line of the tovyn section. 
Ihis is not the truth by any manner of means. 

The first Christmas treo w4s at this school house. It 
Was in tnis hous2» the Sunday School vas movod from the sisher anü 
Hanna store vhere it vas started.  Preaching vas had at this schoad 
house until about the first of January 1093. However, the second 


ohristmas tree vas at the new courthouse, 
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THE FIRST NZi3PAFZR 

The tirstbenspapor was edited by Thomas J. Briscoe 
who brought the press from Della Plain in Floyd County. 

For the purpose of promoting the fons site of Della 
Plain in Lloyd County, H. z. L. iclain cstablished a newspaoor 
at Della Plain vhich x called the Della Plain .'eviow. 
Ihis was discontinued in the summer of 1091. ine first publication 
of this paper vas zotten out about October, 1891. im. 
Briscoe and I are depending entircly upon our nmenorios for the 
correctness of the dato of issus. 

Mr. Briscoe says ihat when he had the first issue 
about ready for press that irs. Braidfoot came in. He 
said to her, "irs. Braidfoot, I am giving you tne honor of 
christening this baby, what shall we call it?  3he rotis 
replied, "Ihe Silverton Light", and that was ihat. 

Ihis paper was published in a small builaing vith a 
rounGü top on the vest side of the square. When zhe county was 
organized in i&Brch 1892 this building vas used by the County 
Clerk for an office and the printing press vas moved into 
the building ovned by W. D. risher. 

In April 1892 yi. D. Fisher and ufus idwards bought 
tne pacer "hile Briscoe continued to work for them until he 
left the county. 

About 1895 probably the paper was purchased by ir. 
and Ers. HR. W. ilorgan. The Morgans sold this about 1898 ana 
moved to Canyon, Texas where they established a paper which they 
called the Staye: . This paper is now the Canyon le:;s under 
the leadership of Clyde su. Warwick. 

I do not knoy who Morgan sold to, but I do know that 
T. T. Waggoner, Charlie Watkins, and James i. Hughes had something to do 
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FREIGHTING SUPPLLZ3 
While there vas a small store at Silverton people 
generally went to Àmarillo for supj;lies. That was to bo expected 
for several reasons. No merchant could afford a line of wagons 
to freight what was needed. Each settler required lUmber ana wire 
to build and fence what fields he had to have. 
The distance to Amarillo depended somewnat on th: 
route taken. Ihe shorter cistance vas to follow tno lackenzisc 
trail, but a load of sufficisnt amount to supjly tne ceranas 
could not be hauled across either the lule crossing on tho trail 
nor the Árarillo crossing on the Falo Duro. This route as uc?d by many in goin; 
toward Ararillo. The distance was around 65 to 70 miles. 
The best place to cross the Tule Creek vas at vhat is 
known às the Rock Crossing which was some 15 miles west from 
3ilverton and near one miles below the rule zanch Headquartors. 
From the crossing a route uas rade vowaerà tho sortir;/ost  ovor vwne jrail 
zhich joined the iubbock-àmarillo roaá sor2 8 milos north of iulia. 
This road vas followcc through Canyon City ecc.  :ne distance on 
this route was 75 to 80 miles. 
The trip usually took around À to 7 Gays, depending on 
weather and sick horses. Five days were considered an average 
time to make the trip. 
The store did not depend on a regular freighter.  Hoxevór, 
Mr. Hanna made trips accassionally with his vagon and icam. The 
goods for the store were usually brought by some one who was making 
the trip for himself. He would load 500 to 1000 pounds for tne store. 
Such trips as have been mentioned usually demanded a 
camp on the prairie one night going and one returning. ome Lin 


a start from home would be made with an idea of camping in the 
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Palo Duro Canon provided it vas winter timo. Som. tim:s vith a 
light loaaà men sould return to this canon aíter fsorns the 
fol.owing day. 

During tho warm.r months some vould camp out from 
Amarillo, go into to!n and load and return to tio grass country 
for another night camp. 

Ihe more common practice 3s to make it to Amarillo 
the second night; take timo to load anà do trading azui otnzr acis 
of business like going to the bank; stay in amarillo curing vae 
nzxt night; ana take off carly ino next morning. 

Jick horses wore common usually ror tho fol.oving rcasons3; 
thoy were taken off the grass at home here thoy haa 
not bsen used to feed of any other kind; thoy usually haa to oat ory 
Sorgum feecG in making it to àmarillo; then, oasts ana corn arc nay 
were bought and fed.  iost of these men thought thcy must feod 
a gallon at a feeding like whsn thoy wero on tho farm back coast or 
back in som? old state. The result i:ás a horso with tho colic. 
Everybody had a remedy, of course, as is usually the case when a 
horse or man is sick. 

The time, April 28th, 1892; tuo boys with ir. Hanna start 
for Amarillo with buffalo bones to bring back supplies. The 
first night is spent at ir. George Caylor'!s some 8 miles northeast 
of Tulia.  íhe next night on the prairie southeast of Canyon City. 
The 3rd camp is made for noon meal north of Canyon City. The 
wind is really zushing things. (It blew day and night to in the 10905). 
The dust was in the air and generally considered a bad day. 


Yr. H2nnaà asked for the jug of buttermilk which was brought £rom hou-. 
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Ihere was a ball of butter in the 'bottle nock! -hich 


he retrieved and placed ón a tin place.  Jalt was added and a good 


amount of aust vas also covering it. ir l&nna, said," lea, 
thinks it will bluff ne off but it will.never ado iti"  ihis 
—&e-stéll extant in that family. 

Ine boy's wagon with the bones wéighed 2120 pounáis. 
When th2 bones were unloaded the wagon weighsci 1210 pouncs. 


was half bones and half vagon. 


burs.dir 


saying 


-hat 


ihe time now, oaturday norning; the wagon loaced; a cool 


norther is on following the duster of the Gay before; ir. inna 


^c 


to stay until Monday to attend a lethodist Conference; th» b 


restless to start; and start thsy did in tio afternoon anc dà 


flerra 3lanco Creek where thay camp for the right.  .onóay noon 


they wsre ai home. 
some observaiions: amarillo vas a city of som» 1500 
people. Smith & Walker haa a big merchandise store. 


Tf 


M, 1. Jones Lumber Company and a big wagon yarà covsring a v 


hole 


block between Óth and 7th on Polk. Here you Could buy ;our feed. 


"orn and oats sacked at $1.15 per hundred pounds. 


From tho camp at noon until Amarillo was reacned we 


had met 125 loaded wagons. These wagons vere all loaded practically 


the same. ihe regular tongue vas removed from tho wagon and 


replaced by a 2 X lh piece of lumber so as to extend the length 


of the wagon. The bed was removed and the standards vere filled 


with l X 12 lumber. Íes, there was usually four pieces .of 


d Xls to rake a tower for the windmill. Behind the wagon box 


there was some kind of windmill in a crate and a few rolls of 


b&rbed wire. The supolies were in the wagon box. 
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There wore a fes; joints of pipe for the sell. inis was 
usually 2 or 23 inch pipeing. 

Supplies usually bought were 300 to 500 pounds of 
flour, 100 pounds of sugar, 5O pounds of corn rsal, 10 gallons of 
syrup, two or three sides of salted bacon, 500 to 1000 pounds of 
.corn, salt in varying arounts from 100 to 1000 pounzs anà quito 
a fex pounds of Arbuckle coffeo and othor sxzall iiems. 

So was the plains settlec.  ihere ;ore no trees, rocxs or lunbor 
ani you could not go out to finà mails lyingj arouno $32 yarcs. 

It right bs aáied that whils v/8 Were counting in5 vapions 
that were met we wore also in a lino in vhich wagons vouic 02 soen 
as far as you could see in front and also coring on from b.lüna. 
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One trip vorth mentioning, Pob. 22, 1895; an eignt inch sno: 
on the ground from 5 miles north of Canyon into àrarii.o; all thc 
sno; melted that Gays; streets in amarillo all rui; sors 1200 pounas 
of sup.lies considersd a bit ioad inrougn ti2 muc ine nexi cay; 
From before sun-up to sur—dcoun, all cay, iit took to cispatch toat 
12 miles of road. à ir. LcGuire vith Charles Carter!s 6 mule tcam 
broke the road with 100 bushels of seed oats on two wsions.  oome 
hubs on lo&z-rheeled wagons actually rolled in ihe mud. 

JGOUGGGHHOHHHHO|HE 

Another trip with four men and two wagons, tne week 
before ohristras, 1895. à cold norther caused inem to walk by ihe 
side of their wagons to keep from Ííreezing. "hey had found a shed half 
full of sorgum in Owisher County and made their bed on the sorghum. 
That was almost too warm to be comfortable. 

These were some of the experiences through which a11l 


had to go. Thsy represent the hardships of settlement, 
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THE FIiSGT WHITi: CHILU 

zverything seems to have Td beginning rogarcloss of 
*hethesr it is a settler or his baby. 

Years ago I heard it said, and nsvor disputed, that 
Briscoe Loring, born in the iiock Greek Community, a3 tno first 
white child born in the county. 

Briscoo Loring was a student in tho school at -:ock 
Creek Guring tne sprcing ana summer of 1900, and, also in ine Spring 
and summer of 1901. It «as aaid at school that no -as tic iilr:t 
on2 born in ihe county. 

uhen I started to gather information for this .ittle 
volume it was said that Briscos donoa vas tho iirst ons born. 

Then, I was tolà thav William P. Drown &nd ioxie oavage iroon nac ine 
first one born in the county. 

Here is what th» fami iss of tne vhree contostents 
had to say about their births.  Brisco2 Loring, born Jan. 30, 1391; 
Benjamin Sro:;n, born, 32b. 5, 1891; Briscoe Hon2a, »orn, -eb 20, 1991. 

Since there wore no recorGs k2pt at th» courthouse 


as far as xnosn, that is final. 
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THE FI«ST 5CHO0L 

Ihe first school in Gilverton vas the first school 
taugno in Brisdus County. You should bo2ar in mina tiat ihe county 
was not organized when this school was taucht, so therefore, it must 
of necessity have boon a subscription school. 

The school vas taught by John à. S2kcen anc lasi:c from 

ome tino in October until near Christmas, 1091.  :nire vas no school 

huuse. Xr. 3keen ana his brother, Ples 5keson, nad startso à nouse 
on the street noar vrhsre the Ballarà Drug toro (now 1943) 15-locatc: 

Thes;purpose.of ths.nouse sas for a. land olilce. ,ao0:ovor, 
I suppose it was also to h»slp z?t 20 housss on tn» soction so a 
pats;nt to it coula be obiainsa. 
Ihis house was.around 12 X 20 feet in siZe. ihere ere 
three openings in each enà for doors and sincóoss, but it bac 
neither doors nor vinüors.  2nore wero r&ítors i4 feet apart vith 
lX 6 rough lumber for slats to holà tne iron roo? unich phey 
erectsd io place on it. aggqevor, while school sas going on h-re 
the nouse was covered witniragon sheets.  :hoso ori us ho cams in 
hacks brought quilts or blankets which vere piaced in tho wost 
to keep out the cool vind in the morning and the sun in ihe 
afternoon. eats were made of 1 X l2 boards around tune walls. 

 . During November Some wagons sent to Amarillo for ihe 

lumber to build a school house. his house was on a block some 
2 or 3 blocks south of the square and a block or so west.  Whsre 
the money to build this house cama from I have never learned. 
When a more comaiodious house was built nearly west from the 
Square this first house was solà to G. 4. & Q. s. Brown and D. G. 
Montague. 

There was a stove in this house and seats ware piaced 


around the stove in a square. Four of them-one for each side. 
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They vere about 10 feet long vith planks and otar 
tobacco boxes as legs. George Northcutt, Frank Chambless and rmysolf, bcing 
the three largest boys, were allo:;ed tho orivilo;s of raking a 
kind of desk ard bench out of scraps left over viich we 
placed betuüeen two windows on the south side. 
À little incident tnat might bs of »assinp. intercst 
was enacted on tnis bench by the stove.  ictta v;ory anaà Cortruce óDraidfoot 
came over and sat on ine banch vith mo - ons on :ach sicc- presumably 
for the ourpose of having me holp them with som. brobl.ms in 
arithmetic. 4e were having a big time itn our backs io 
the teacher and all thes rest of the pupils. ur. okeen cauo ovor, 
and with ons hana on my shoulder, asksc, s;hich ons of ino2sc um 
are you claiming"f I said, '" ight nor, both oi them. ib smiloc and 
went on about nis pce 5;ith his classes. 


OHILDRzN AITZNOING THIS SOHUjJOL Wu: 


AK Blancne, Bennic anà Neiiie 
ASKJSY i4lbert, A.len and Nettie 


BRAIDFOOT Harry, Guadaloupe, :;rec and certrudae 
CHAMBLGSS Prank, 5d and Luther 
CORY netta and may 
DONNSLL ^ Charles, 3amuel, Lemuel, Bertha and Leora y 
FAN2HAM ^ Oakley, Laude and Jessie 
LAXWZLL ^ Bruce 
MO2NZEAN Roy, two other boys and a girl 
MCCABZ  . Rex and June 
NORTHCUTT George, Naomi and Dixie 
— Counting the above you ray see that there were 32 


in this school and not 12 as some have said and written. 
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We did not have enough boys to play baseball so :;e 


played *scrub! following much the same rules as in baseball. 
Our baseball vas made by placing a larj;e long bulleit inside | 


from a bolt; beating the ends of ihe lsad do«n so as io make it 


as round as possible. "IWino «sas wrapped tigntly around this to the 


proper size. ir. iortheutt covored it with some buckskin ana we 
had a good ball. After much use ihe inside bejan to cut ihroughn 


ani most of the licks were foul balls. 


4.e had a ,.ood time playing and 5oing to this school 


as it vas another means of bscoming aecguaint.à with our fricnos 


and neighbors. Thus, after to months session, endeG the iirst 


school in 3ilvsrton and ESriscoe County. 
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THE FLGT CHiSINWAS Tnuzz 

The first Christmas íree celebration was holà in 
the school Wes Christmas Eve, 1891. This was soon after the 
first school had stop,ed. 

bhfstuas zve had been a fine day and every body 
in the new community had come to se? each other and get a 
little bettor acquainted with their new neighbors. 

While the presents were being distributed a cold 
norther came in with fury born of the polar regions. The 
wind blew and whistled around ths corners of the house and it 
was biting cold in a very few minutcs. 

Our family lived l miles northzest. We were there in 
our vagon and ve braved the storm reaching home almost frozen. 
lany stayed in the house all night. The more grovn-ups that 
had recently come among us had a party. 1 read some one vriting 
of this which said the people wsnt to places in to:;n. here were iow piaces 
and rooms w-re Scarce, 

Ihe second Christmas celebration vas in tho courihousc, 
Christmas zve, 1892.  ?he courthouse vas just iinishnea or noarl) 
so and the county officers had not yet moved into it. Ihe court 
room upstairs was jammed with people. Presents had to bo handed 
over their heads.  ihere these presents came from has always bsen 
a mystery. Most of them must have been brought home as the 
two little stores we had could not have had them in stock. There 
were boots, shirts, ties, bridles, on» saddle and everything I believe 


matched this one in nonstary value. 
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THE CuM-T2mRY 

Some time during October, 1091 thes community vas 
shocked to hiar of ths death of little lommie Corry. Ho was 
some Àl or 5 years of age. She probably had diptheria.  lhis was 
the first grave in the present cemetery. 

There had been to other peoplo buried west of torn. À Mrs. 
Davis, the rother of À. B. (Bud) iavis boing thc first. Le zecond 
WaS that of & man by the nare of G. W. IBrley that had bcon crocnsd in 
the leke on section 26, block À., the llth Gay of June, 1891, folloving 
very hsavy rains during the iirst of Juns that year.  3oe article on 
the arouned man elscwhore, 

fhe $2conc person to be buried in the present cometiry 
was a Lr. Turner sho lived on ioss Üanon. Ho haó cone there from 
Baylor county with the Tubbs brothers and ir. Beolor. He anà irs, 
Turner bad a girl living with them, Viola Buffalo, vho married 4. A. 
Miccin. Tne cemetery vas located on part of :alcolm!s section. 

The writer helpsa dis tho two graves as vell as otnors lator. 

Ihe last gravss that ve helpea dig was the double grave for 
Warner Reid anà Bob Christian, two JÀ covyboys that were killod by 
lightning nortiwest of the Mackenzie Crossing some 2 or 3 miles, 
October 23, 1095. They were buried Oct. 2h, 1895. 

Warner seid was a son of l.. H. and líirs. Heid and a brother 
of George yu. William 4., Oscar and Kate iteid, and sas not much more than Ó 
miles nissan 

Bob Christian was a brother of Jim and Bill Christian 


whom re have known so well and favorably since. Dill having married 


Ànna rPietzsch, 
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SOM: SOCIAL WOTES 

All girls in the early days were lüss Lrowun and 
Miss 5usie.  Ácquaintance making the distinction. Usually a11 
were iiss Bessie or ijüss :va or any other Ohristian rame. iio 
body said "Bessie, Eva or iaude." It vas alWays "1d ss", 

Tne boys $ould zather at som» little zrocery ctore 
ana eat all ihe canned goods in sight usually nakirnj them 
sgeet with sugar though it as a can of toratoes. rom 


such eentral location notes were sent to rirls for Gates. ro 


£ 
other plan vas used to any extent. This continued ior sevoral 
years to be the custom. 

"e hear of the gay 90s referring to óress. Well, may 
this be saií to be true. Iargs hats adornodà the girls anà boys 
too for that matter. The girls wore their clothes vory tight 
around the waist.  Towaraà ine enà of tne 9053 the skirts hac a 
train, if you know vhat 4 m»an, and haa to bs carrisd in ons hand 
and just raised to a nice fold over tüe leit thigh and lcg. 
This had to be practiced to make a nice go of it but it vas 
the xay they did it to perfection. oung women (girls were young 
women in those days) wore top shoes laced beautifully. They would 
have felt disgraced bad any one seen thoir Stockings above the 
shoe tops. Young men sere as polite to a lady as one couldà find 
any where in the world. The wery attitude and dress of the 
ladies commanded respect if I might say such. They got tbat deserved 
respect to &s was their right from every man even though 


he seemed to have a rough exterior. Those were the g5Eood old days, 


We look back and call thom that, but we could hardly go it again. 
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À SOCIAL PARTY-PHROBABIX Jii FLLOT 
When the building for the drug store was finished in 
the fall of 1691 some of the bachelors, I suppoze Geciced to 
have a party at this new building. Seats were arrancsd around 
the walls. They were made of 12 inch boarás left over from the 
building of the house. 
Silverton could not boast of many belles as yct. 
Quadaloupe Braidfoot vas 15; Gsrtruae 11; Blancne Akors lh; :aomi 
Northecutt 12.  ?hey represented all the olcor girls in ton. 
Howsver, to tho boys, an&à bachzlors3 too, tuy vcre "i3 3s" 
Guada and 'iiss" Blanche and "Miss" biaoni ana "iiss" Gertruac. 
During ihe party our eyos fairly stucx out non Soce 
£rown young vomen rade ih»ir appearance.  Thoro voro tno Li5scs5 
ipma and Kettie 3kcon, the idüsses anice, wa anà willio waller, 
and the idisses Zudiec and 2enia COrauforà. inis was tus firsi apocarancc 
of these young ladies I feel sure. I suppozo most of us know nothing 
of their being therc. 
This is as far as i knox the first social function evcr nola 
in Silverton. 
June 19l7, iidie and Senia relatod to me at iulia at 
the hone of Dr. J. Ed. Orawfore tnat they arrived Nov. 2, 1891 arü 
that this was soon after thoir UA jhey told me also of a sivilar 
party aftor the first Christmas Tree when the cold norther 
blew in yhich held many at the school house. People vere really 
coming in with their families.  ;any such events were held thoreafter 
and through the years until most of us vere grovn and i 
married and many had moved to other fields of action and service. 


When you think back over the years of your life the 


friends you make under such circumstances are your rost cherished 


ones. "o other reunion of friends of mine would nor could be as 
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enjoyable as a reunion of the young peopie that I knew and 
associatsd with from 1891 to 1903. I vonder many timos if others 
feel the sams2 way about it. 

When you lock at the marriages of thsse young pooplo 
as I vill try to show in other places, I think you vill agroo, I 
am right in making such a statement.  -onostly l sinc:rely bolisve 
that some of tho happiost marriagss were maco by these young people 
and probably tho social functions nad much to co vith thom. 

Many times l am made to wonder if tnore actually was 
that good follovship and friendship among these that othcr marriages 
could havs been rade that might have been just as voell as 
they wore. "ne never knows what might havs bsen but you are .ntitled 
to an openion as io vhat coula hav: been had oiíhsrs boen sslectod. 
After all our solections were mac? with each anà all trying to 


honestly suit themsolvss in tnsir enosing of à life partnor. 
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Ti; FIG? SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The first Sunoay school sas starteca during Octob:r 
probably about the time the school of ir. 5keen!s started. Those 
that came mot in the store of X. I. Hanna and 14. C. anaà d. 0. :zion.r. 
ÁS soon &s the school house vas Pinishid it vas the meeting place. 

At the store building what few peorle camo sat on the 
counters and a plank placed on nail kegs. Some broucnt chairs 
in the wagons along from homo. Seats were a problem at th. school 
house too. 

?he first courthouse was finish»d arouná Uhristras 1992 
and the Sunday School anà preaching vas thore.  Eozevor, tuo oific.rs cic noi 
mové to the now building until aftsr January 1, 18935. 

W. B. Ford, a Mothodist preacher, was tne first man to 
preach thsre in the fall of 1091. He lived citner in Hale or sloyà 
County; H&le I believe. 

Tne first ounday ochool sas a movsm»ont started by 
À. P. Donnell and 4. I. :iRnrna. As a boy I remember uihem ci.cussing 
it. Their ideas vere that they should shox: thoir colors a5 men 
who believed in religion and what goes with it. à. P. Donn.ll -as 
elected the first ERES This school was a strictly. 
community affair anà so continued until around 1899 or 1900. 

Men who preached in the courthouse were J. //. Beck, 
Will 3. aiddell, who organized the First Baptist Church, Ed. G3. «allace, 
the first resident pastor for the lethodists. I. B. Kimbrough and 
Winn from Plainview; J. N. Stalbird and Charles Smith from 


Floyd County came occassionally. 
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TH& CiCANIZATION OF TIL; COUNTY 

All the preceding things happened before the county 
was organized. However, preparations for organization were going 
forward at a studied rate. 

Briscoe County vas named from a »an Jacinto battle 
hero, Ànirew Briscoe. It is of passing interest to state hore tnat 
one of ine early settlers was Thomas Jd. Briscoe, I heard it said 
Andrew Briscoe was his grand father. Also that Andrew vas nis 
grandfather'!s brother. I do not know vhich is true. I hops to 


find out. 
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BilSCUz COUNTY CRZATED -1876 

Briscoe County vas in what vas known as the Bexar 
land District until, by the Act of the Texas legislature, August 21, 
1876, soms 50 odd counties were nomod and created in :e56 Texas 
and the Panhandle. They constituted what was called ihe Jack Land 
District and the young iand District, Briscoe boing in the Jack 
lani District. 

Wheeler County was organized in 1879 ari Briscoe 
was thrown in the Whseler County District.  ihesc countiss were izace 
a part of the ienth Judicial Disvrict, and zsnon shecler Goounty -a3 
organized, they wsre attached to it for judicial ;urpos2s and 
for the purposes of organization of these counties later. 

manuel Dubbs was elected ine first county juage of «heclcr víounty. 
Il read some zhsre that oharles UGoodnight spoxe very nignly 
of nis services in bringing order, stc.  :;he writor knew Juóge Zzubbs 
during the perioa of 1905 to 1915, anà one of his sons, olarernce -ubbs 
was one of my friends and patrons for a pzrioa of 20 yzars. 

It is my understanding tnat all tne fPanhanole counties 
Were attached to Whocelor at tbat time with probably a few more 
of the counties. The Pasnhanile has 26 counties and Briscoe is on 
the south side being in the most southerly tier of counties. 

Settlement was begun at old Clarendon in 1879 anà Donley 
County was organized larch 22, 1802. After Donley was organized 
Briscoe was attached to it for Judicial purposes anàü for organization 
of the county later. 

Briscoe was organixed iarch 15, 1892 making it under 


the Juris Prudence of Donley County for a period of ten ycars. 
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TH ORGANIZATION 
The election for organization, 


county seat and the election of ths 


th» selection of the 


first officers, vas held, 


March 15, 10892. 


Jilverton was easily the winner as practically all 


the men located on the plains part of the county, ano rany of ihe 


nen below ihe caprock, vent into tho town orccnization. 
ids FOLLOSING OFFIOÓÉi 2nb ELEDTEDs 
otaloird 


County Juó;o, James 


iie. 


County anà District Clork, ihomas L. áná:rson 


County onoriff, Liner Crawford 
County Attornzy, 4. Darrie iisher 
County Tax-asses3zor, Oscar T. .eeves 


County Zrsasurer, :obsrt I. ibnra 


County Survsyor, Nat G. Waller 
sounuy Commissioners:  H. 4. Savage, J. A. ilortheutt, .. L. inlone 
andswd. o. Grece 


cc 


e  ———— — — e a —— — e — —À — 


Ihe election in Xovsmrbor follosing the sai5 county officers 


were el2ctod except commissioners 5. r. Huss, John Grady; 


V. Wilkinson and 4. L. ialine vere elected. 


In ihe November election of 189h: J. N. Stalbird, Judge; ànd:rson, 


Olerk; T. B. iGchael, Sheriff; F. J. Farnham, lreasurer; H. P. Jonos, Surveyor: 


[d ^ 


Huss, Gr&dy, ialone and J. M. Qarr were elected. 


In the election of 1896 D. i. Hullum, Juógo; Fred Bifflo, Atty; 


H. C. 3eaman, Assessor; T. B. Michael, onerifi; T. L. Anderson, Olerk; 


T 


H. P. Jones, survoyor; Commissionors, i. F. otevenson, i. F. Cope, J. i. Carr 


and J. A. Woods, 
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HOdRE OFFIOZRS 

OFFIOZU5 sLZoTZzD 1898; 
Judge, J. N. Stalbird; County aná District Clork, J. 5. ianicl; -reasurer, 
James w. Coward; Assessor, H. C. 3oaman; ups M Aat G. «aller; 
Sheriff, T. L. Anderson. 

Commissioners; K. Z. Bain, M. z. Bell, À. «:. Ja;o and 
J. i4. Anderson 
OFSIOXSS sIGCTzD 1900 
Judge, J. N. Stalbiród; Attorney, 5. L. Waglsy; Ulsrk, J. 2. Janicl; 
o9hsriif, 7. L. Anderson; assoossor, Jake H. icol;ncóon; Ireesur61; 
d. 4. Ooxart; .Survcyor, lat G,. ifaller. 

Comuissichers: KK. 5. Bain, M. E. Bell, à. i. Ja;o, and 
d. iM Anderson. 

No more ofiicers will bo rivsn only as thay vers vclectaá 


while living in tho county aná mention will bs maóo uncer th-ir recictive 
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CHARACTZXR OF THz MEN 4HO SZSTTL-D B&I500; COUNTY 
It will be noticed that the family msn who settled 
Briscoe were men from 25 to 50 years of age.  Practically 
all had lived during the period of tho civil var. iany of tn-m 
had been soldiers in that bloody strife. 
These men were from Tennessee, ifüississippi, iis5souri, 
Arkansas and Louisana.  Thaoy-had been pionsors or sons of pion:crs 


UÜ 


in these staijses. They were tried in the harazhips of & Zrontior 


2hne man inauv ere olc enough to snisr tho Army had 
had more school advantages than those that wore uncoor ago for 
War services.  Thoss men vero deprived of school üurin; tho Oivil 
dar.  Howcvser, regardloss whether thzy haa school aávante:.: or not, 
they were men of sturdy charactsr and of desp conviction:. en 
who stood for something in life and who sere villing to sutfer 
the aeprivations of a frontier to bsttor thomselves. 

The autnor know most of tnom porsonally and thsre 
"ere men that coula toll you here th2y stood on any cuestion. 
Thsy were willing to back their juàgments ana practically a11 
were men of good character.  »any of deep religious conviciions 
as well as moral courags;. It might vell be said of them," /hsy 
were men.! 

' These men were not notod for their outrageous deeds 

or other froms of notoriety, but were out to build a civilization 
for their children and their ,rand children. 

What has been said of men may be, and is, applied to 
the hoble women who stood by the side of the men and urged them 
on to more noble things. Long live their kini and may it be 
said that their forbears will carry the banner higher if it 
could be possible, 
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FARLCZUS AND CATTLZLEN 

Às far as is known most people moving into 
Briscoe County dre. a few coczs for milk for thoir families. 
oome brought 25 head or 50 and some 100 or more. 

After the dry years of 1892-93-90] practically 
every one thought of going into the cattle busincss "ore 
extensively. | Briscoe County vas mostly in ths JA anch, 
(the F or 4juitacue Ranch) and a srall part on tne zastern 
edge of the county was in the Shoe Bars. laturally inese 
ranches5 coulaà not afforàü to sell thsir stock to mon coming 
into th» eounty.  fhe men who couli spare some Gry cos could 
hardly afford to sell to thoir neighbors. No one blamed 
them for teking ths position thoy aid in regaró to selling. 

Briscoe County was above tho quarantine iino and 
cattle could not be shipped except during vzinter months of 
December, January, and February.  4uite a fow availed thomsolves 
of this oprortunity anà shipped, or bought, cattlo t2oat had 
been shipped from East Texas. These cattle werc usually unloaded 
at Zstelline or Clarendon for Briscoe County. 

It is generally known that vhon Col. Goodnight came 
to the Panhandle in 1876 he brought Durham cattle (Shorthorns to 
us now) and bred and raised them for several years. He had some 
of the largest and best looking bulls on the Quitacuo Hanch 
that could be found anywhere. I can remerber seeing a group 
of them on the range in April 1092 and thoy were in good flesh 
and nothing but grass to eat. Col. Goodnight had crossed the 


'Durhams! with Herefords. The second and third cros:es made 
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cattle from the Jàs and the Quitaque danch noted for high 
class resin 

D. H. (Pat) Sweensy had some of the best cows that he 
brought from Jack County that vere among be T Neoters! as we 
called them. They Were high grade shorthorns. He raisca a roam 
whiteface bull from a big roan cos mated to a Heriord iale 
that uas a good ons even though he was a crossbred. ligo anc .iugh 
Bain had a string of red bulls. George seidá anà th? Donnoll: naá 
had some good 2horthorn cows anc grado a splcnaid burch of tic 
crossbrsd,.  Lany others could be named. 

opeaking of crossbre&á cattle, in the shorthnorns, in; blooc 
seoms to be the best for crossing on any other breed or 
cattlo as à startor.  J. E. Dnaniel bought a bunch of couth i:xas3 
hoifers from tho Burlesons anà usod a roan bull he purcnascdá 
from Jacobs. All the calves wsr: roan. "nis i5 tru», or 2ractically 
true, of all sucn brecding. iaks just cows anco usse ohortuorn: for your 
first cross and then turn to your ierefords and you havs2 botior 
cattle than to go Herefora from thes start in your grading up. 

Ihese early years on the plains were so dry that a 
man sithout cattle did not knovs what io do othor than go into 
the cattle business as much as possible. ih» size of tno herd 
usually depended on the amount of land on» could controll. People 
talked cattle and raised cattle. Any boy groving up coulc take 
& job on almost any ranch for he knew hos to rope cattle and 
how to ride a good cow-hourse. Nothing is more to a boy's liking than 


to ride a good cuttin! horse after cattle. All the good cuttin! 


E B*J1 Ll yov t 4 E Lu ve 7 i 
cU amie, | BECNPRHWONE 5^ 
X j m 4 IE u Y À ] d É don '. B 
* - , $60 D .' | . LESS e s H i* L 
EN $i ns oiim uen da Hl ds ws 9h 
[Ec * riu v 


c tuu an dise dio dead adi qe 
o" sh eRalgaH sta, anpas TAY d 

desoz d Ed - je atszode eb epi 

ds d " ei boram voo aae m » T T" -— 


E 


: a. od x aH adsl odo B BN od dagod? qevo.cao boo3 s I 


Ae 


i 
i 


os" dye AU Das Dfah exr0U0 *eLfod bez 1o Subs s bad m 

eJ ae Aca E "m- Ígz B 0513 "TA (aa nord"rctic hooà onor bad 

| beuer sd buco todo vss Mbezicroo 

aod "m "nrotéweds dni elésao betdetoro- 1o: aab " 

lo bDescÓ ".üJo WIS no gnirueuo 793 Wred su od oJ emcec 

à dino. io donud a t tegod Icing. " ". íIudiado B5 pidas 

bae p 9t Lud (501 & bot is Veget: zn Drop reli 

vhlacsiboi£ Cae 2500 (b cEDLUS ng0* low «eviao e$ II& .cdoosb poni | 

UOL dol ua50.dWOD. .-u o68 «Woo Jost €. agrtbs oTd doue Ms, - turid a 

459 09d: ovr E cBtotodiH 40 m qnis adi ina eto de | 
equ aout "uox nl j5j5. £4 zo7t Artotorett o3 04 nai eias 


| eA s 8 fij p OP OIOW cnialg dé mo trsev vite szodi b. 
: «7 OE 2 Y 
ja? ea Kitesd Tejo ob o$ dudiw worof dom bib eI3i52 304i Lu - 


iviod d 1o ezke sí] ,.eídtecoq ee doum cs eeanteud eiidao adi 


) ] 
1 | 
HEU gd «£1014u05 bgos Ta] Jersl io $nboma. eds: ao nem $6 UAM i2 


de Md arie 
4 


ees looo gr 3nfuorg bend iN 


m br atssds Soto i ne "d 
ean E ME m 
E * . ali WibAI M Rang " of por i 


 Migbuseo booa sdj IÍA abiéas vafa emi. hd uc 
toti dts LONE 


VIP AECY eria Ades 


horseswere not on the large ranches eithor by a long snot. 
Practically every place had their good horses. 
It vas not alsays fun to meet thcse cattle at Ularenaon 
in the colà winter months. Jake for instanco the big snow vriich 
fell January 28, 1095. R. E. Fletcher in Hopkins County wires a telcgram 


to meet him at Clarendon Feb. lst.  Ihree men,(i. I. :5nna, :r.o Pifile, 


Charles Jonnell) Mépsmin the snow anó 


camp in the cedar breaks by Jinner Greck bscause dGarknc55 care 
on anü as there haG been no tracks tuno roaó coula not 52 follo:-G. 
Three days on the roaa which «sas nearly 5O miles. ain in iac 
east had prevs2ntod the cattle being shipped so tns throc mcn :ait 
there a w32k. "non the.cavtilo camo thoy vere fed son, sorgnur 
fodder aftor dark.  inoy started tno nxt morning. 
First camp a few miles out ani the n2xt morning shows 
porospscts of a iine day. In t«o hours a 'blu2 northzr(! 
hits. This is reb 8th, 1895 anc about vue second colsest Gay ince 
settlers came to the county.  iilen Ir2e22 tnojr reet and hands 
on such days &s "as the case vith thoso men.  ;hey reach tn» shack 
at the iulberry pens on iulberry creek and hole up for 2h hours. 
The storm soon passes and th2y go on theibt way vith tho usual 
luck of men on such erranas. 

Ihe above is just a sample of what many did to got à 
Start in the cattle business. After all, mon glory in tribulation 
in what ever line of work they undertake.  À good rider iells how 
hard his horse pitched but how he stayed in ths saddle. hen tell of 
their deeds and glory in hoy they made it through, sarà xnocks 


make hard men. The country demanded it.of them. 
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S0l5 EARLY DAY FPOOT OFFIO5 

Probably the first Post Office was Celtic, vhich vas 
located in the iock Creek neighborhood on section 50, block à. 
Ihis-was the location of 2. Handolph l!homas and he was the first 
postmaster., 

Ihis post office was later moved to the home of H. i, 
Savage. Probably ir. Savage was namod pestmaster. 

This post office was established by ir. 'homas about 
Àporil or i&y, 1891. 

ihe »ilverton Fost Office wa4s established noar tho 
same tovn as the Coltic, and tho first postmastesr was len G. 
Fisher, yho remained as postsastor until 1895 vhsn he resignoet: 
ana moved to Caradian, Jexas. 

4. G. (Bud) Was appointed postmastor in 
1895 and served about four years. 

The third postmaster was /, E. Hopson. 

BElmore, located north of ied .üver in tne northeas 
corner of ihe county, vas in shat we were pleased to call tho ürady 
and iickman community, or often referred to as diovn on tho rivcr, 
and was started by Oliver H. Xooney. He solà out to the Jà's (I guess), 
ani the post office vas discontinued. 

lr. Smith, living in the same neighborhood, took over 
and changed the name of the post office to Brice. iater Brice 
was moved across on the east side of Lulberry Creek. 

It seems that Brice was moved around to different 
homes according to the postmastser, but for some years it has beem 


at its present location. 
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Information concerning these offices vas furnished 
by iiss Emma Bullock; Mrs. Ll&ry (Hickwan) Uross; and Donald 
Grady. 

1810, at the home of Willis L. Lalone, on the north 
side of tbe Tule Canon, had 18ss aude ialone as iis firczt 
postmastcr. She served until 1898 ven she vas rarricd to John 
lovs. 

This office vas on the mail line fron 2lauae to »ilv.rton 
during part of the 10905. 

After Miss lalone!s marriage, il. aná irs, Willis 


iaBlone continusd this post ofiice for a numbor of yoars. 
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MOS ABOUT ZARLY POST OFFICZS 

Probably the first post office was Celtic and the post master 
Was E. Handolph Thomas on section 50, block à in the xXock Oreck 
community. | 

Silverton, 1891, with L. C. Fisher the postmastzr. 

Elmore north of 3ed iiver in what ve were pleased to 
call the Grady and Heckman community, or just aáown on the riv32r. 
This vas starteó by Oliver H. Mooney. | He sola out to the Jas (I guesz) 


and th: post office vas aiscontinued ana $22 peoplo tbhsre &£ot 


E 
their mail at Brice -:hich was nortn of :ulberry. 
Quitaquo was supposed to have been started by À. ii. Jac. 
3oms say it was started at the Quitaquc anch in sloyc; othzrs say 
that Jago first had it near the ranch; others say it vas started 
on tn2 lano vhich is now the town of 4uitague. 
i13lo vas at the homo of $illis L. ialone vho vas postrastcr. 
He had Une Help of xrs. *alons I ruess. 
Ihsre was a mail line that ran from oilvsrton to 
Curlew in rloyG county aná to accommodato the peopls in the 
south part of the county, tho office of uoevos :as startec in 1890, 
the postmasts2r boing J. Hi. ieeves. 
After the Tule danch vacated its headquarters on the 
Tule Creek above tho iock Crossing, they established Beverly 
Post Office at the headquarters on the plains between the two Canona. 
iss £mma Bullock vriting of tne Zlmore "e Brice post offices, says, 
"clmoro was started by Oliver H. ;fooney and was between the Sed :ivor and 
Mulberry on the corner of tne Morgan Salmon sstate, or the D. S. (Starr) 


Jordan lard. 


After Mooney gavs th» office up it was changed to Brice but vas west 


of lilberry Creek. later Brice vas across on the coast side of tho Lulberry 
and was moved from place to piace. 


This agrees with Mary (iHeckman) Oross and Donald Grady. 
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THb FIRST PUBLIC SCHOOL IN SILVIZGON 
Ihe term of this school vas probably of t:o or three nonths Guration. 
Ihere vere AES c Pea. famiiios with chilcren to send 
to th» public school. ihe pupils in this school were nsarly 
aS'we can ascertain vere:  Akers, Blanche; Bennie, zrark(2uc); 
ASkey, nlbert, Allen, Nettie, Eva, Lyrtle, Less; 
Braidfoot, Harry, Uuadaloupe, ired, Gertrude; Bomnar, uharls5, danc:; 
Brooks, Bud, J. Davis, 2. L., Oaleb;  Brosn, willie, 2aódic, Nora, 
iobert; Buffalo, Viola; Brunson, Ava, uenim, Poarl; uampboell, 
Victoria; uhambless, Frank, zà, lutnsr, iay;  Uuavis, -laucc; 
D'Sprin, zdith, Benny; Donnell, Charles, oamuel, lemucl, D:riha, 
leora; Farnham, Oskley, Jessie, laude; Frcezo, ártomus; i&mx:oll, 2ruce; 
icCabe, xex, Junes Moonsyham, xXoy, 2 boys and a girl; 
j|arris, Clark, Wylie, "lorence;  Northcutt, Gcorgs, :saomi, Zixic, 
Lucy; idaócell, Harvey; Watson, Una, !aggie, Annie, :obert. 
Phere were uro other girls tnat went eithsr to tois 
first public school or ine second that oia not iivs viti tnoir 
folks. Viola Buffalo ves one anà sue lived with —r. lurnzr on 
toss Canyon. | She later married ;alcolm. Cornelia Bryant from 
Old Estacado probably stayed with Braidfoots and went &ewhilco.  lettie 
Wells Sweatt came from somoswhoere and was in school at the first 
public school or the second. She married Dr. George F. McOlencon. 
Ihe boys rere still playing 'Scrub'! but baseballs were 
as scarce on the Plains as lumber or hen!s teeth. we made a ball 
by pushing a long leaden bullett into a nut off a bolt. Ur. J. À. 


Northcutt covcred it with buckskin after it had been wrapped zith string. 
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were trying to teach in the same house. Prof. PFlotcher vas 
defici-nt in seeing "d hearing. d. W. Janicl vas employed in 

the spring of 189h. The main purpose in employing Janiel vas 

that he might hancle the discipline of the work in the school room, 

Prof. Barnes and liss 3allie lcGehee woro emplóysd to 
teach the school bezinninz »eptsmbsr 109lh. .hey taught to ysars. 
By this time school was running probably all inter. Zh» .ilvcrton 
School up to this time, lik» othor schools of tus county, :oulà hzve 
taree for four months in ths fall and then take up again ih» first 
of April, uen they would again have two or three nonths. oom 
of tne schools of the county had school dàurin; the summer szonths 
as uell until 1902 or 1903. 

J. HW. Guyer and «uimby Broun were enployea for tho year 
1896-97. | During the summer of 1897, the first school house was 
solà to ". 4. ani 4. E. Brovn, ani D. G. Zontague, arnà a more 
commodious house vas errected with upstairs. 2. C. Love and 


r 


James M, Oakes and Sena Orawford were employeá as teachsrs. 

D. C. Lose was head of the schools until iay 1900. iss 
Eva Wright taught vith xr. Lose during some one of tuo terms while 
Lr. Lowe was £here. 

W. F. Johnston vas made head of the schools in 1900. 
He stayed probably till 190h. Some of his teachers were:  J. li 
Oisks, Gus Camble, Beulah 5tovall, Gertrude Hanon, Alice sStrum, 


and Bertha Donrnell. 
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EARLY SCHOOLS AT Za00K CiuEK 
Ine first school at "ck Greek vas taught by iufus 
^ Edwards and the time seems to have been 1893 according to irs. 
Bandolph Thomas and her daughter, Annie. 
Kate (Burleson) Price says,"Sh2 LA TeS School there in 
189h or 1895 taught by John i. Skcen. ss làude Üarter taught 
during the spring and fall of 1098 anc 4. à. Sedgwick during 1899,! 
School taught there by Charles Jonnell, 1900 ard again in 
1901. 
Those attsnding in 1900 and 1901 were: 
Boren, Oran, '!Bud!, and Vashti; bdens, lattie ana i4illio; 
Hill, Pearl; Forgerson, Walter, Annie aná Bertha; iorinp, SFnási; Donna 
and Briscoo; layfiela, lizzie aàndà .thel; icOracken, i$1115, Olivia, 
George, àmos, 5thel and slbert; Pycatt, Oohesteor, iaud2, Alice, Dudley and 
Robert; ieid, zobort, 0j, sace, oiáney and 2olas  Xogsrs, Oscar, aobert, 


zxuby, John, Hegina arnà layden; sazlsy, -auade. 
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TH; FIRST SCHOOLS IN TH$S 4UITAQUE FIATS 
Everyone approached agrees that the first school 


taught in this arca was taught by ls. Hooks, the mother of 


i 
|] 
—————— t€ a 


lrg. John M. Honea. 

The! dchool was taught in a dugout noar the J. L. 
Bolton place. It seems that Mrs. Hooks taught three months ! 
in th» fall of 1892 anád thros months in the fall of 1693. 

The seconda school sas taught by iiss oallie Savags. 
liss Sallie taught in the fall of 1893 and again in the spring 
of 109h. 

ihe above information comes from irs. Jj. L. Dolton, 
nee Nora Gibson; Mr, À. L. Iyles; Mrs. Lonnie LcOracksn, nee 
Mattis Gibson; four 4oods, and Katiis ohaj. | | 
iiss lizzie Grezg says sne atvtonded school in ihe 
Karen's house, th2 present sill Grahan homesito,$jaught by iüss 
Sallie Savage.  ihis would indicate the sits of tho seconá 
school in tn» rlaits. one also says she at;ended school taught 
by Jim ;illiams and one ai the fole uroek ochool taught by Tom 
Gay. | This was in the late 1890's or 1900, 
lost of the above quotcd persons agree that S. T. (:lomumy) 
Cooper taught tho third school but do not give the 
location of the school. 

Mrs. Lomwoods also says there was a school mnear linguish, 
taught by Miis Alma Wright. She To nk this was about 1896 or 1897. 

lhis school had the following pupils: :uree Gibsons; four -r£2g5; 


John Jago; Ihree Foles; Five Potters; Oharlie and iann Sutton; five 100C3; 


i 
L| 
Lj 


and three Honea children; Mr. John Brummet; taught at Pole Ureek as cia 4 
B. E. Cook. Mrs. Cook is kno:n to have taught there du:ing tho spring of 18 
Àfter the time of Quitaque established, about 1897, the school was locatec 


at that place. Among the early teachers there were the Love sisters: iss: 


à j 
lilian,who married J. B.(Buck)Russell; Llmina, who married Ja Henry Hughes. 
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THE FIHOT REVIVAL LuTING 

During July 1892 ren vigas destrui Ranien to the breaks 
ani got cedar boughy mostly the short cedar that is found 
on tne edge of the breaks. Then, with some posts and othor longer 

ones built an arbor on the north side of the school houso. his 

was a Gry summor anà most of the peoplo haaà nothing to do to 
prevent them from atiending a revival mesting. The crozds vere 
good consicgering the number of th» pcople in roach of tne town. 

AXev. ÀAlbert W. aodgers fron somcrhore as far as I was concornod 
just hapoened on the sceno. 1l supooso ho had bs.n invitsd 
by Jd. w. Bock or «obsrt Sedgwick as he socmed to have beon a Cumberland 
Presbyterian oreachor. Ho» was an earnsst preachor and his 
preaching soemad io bs aporoved by all. Lany.professsd faith in 
Ohrist anà united with tns different cnurch organizations as 
they -3re brought into 
his was really a great mnecting and it gave rise, no 
Goubt, to th» mov2ment for tne Cumborlanà iTeS3bytorians to build 
a house for their church.  ihis «ill be dealt vith in its propor 
place in ihis sorios of first events. 

Ábout 20 years after tho abovs dato, vbile I was living 
at McLean thissnme Álbert Hodgers, preachsá ihre à vds . He did not 
Seem like the same preacher in nany vays. He was a fervent 
speaker. He preached in the lethodist church but I forget vhat his 


2 


church afíiliation was at that time. 
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Albert 'odgers Northcutt was na:ed for this preachor, 
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THb5 FIRST CHURCH HOUSE 

Ihe m2n of the Cumberland Zresbyterian church lcd 
in a rove to build the first church in Silverton. This church 
is not (in 19h7) part of ths present Presbysori:n cnurch. Ihe move 
Was possible because it vas led by J. i. Dock, one of th»ir preacnsrs, anà lr. 
Sedgwick.  ?his house vas built som» time during the spring and 
summer of 1893. 

à great many helped with money and labor to build 
this church and nro one vas knosn to claim tns church coxcept he 
Cumberlardü Presbyterians. 

When this church was built it was thrown open for uso 
to all denominations.  ihere were rour Gifferent crurch orcanizavions 
in 9ilvorton aná cach ons hold preaching sServices'in this cnurch 
when a preacher was available.  Lvery . bocy stayoc to hsar iiüom all. 

After a revival resting in 18980 the original builcing 
Was enlarged by building an addition to ii;. By 1099 ine otnor 
churchos were feeling the neecG of a building of thcir o&n.  :ih2 
Methodist anc Baptist built in 1899 anà organiz:a insir o;n 
3unday Schools. 

During the six ycars in the Presbyterian church different 
men were elected as superintendonts. J. A. Northceutt, W. À. P. 
Latihews vere B»ptists but served tins as Superintendents. .À. F. 
Donnell vas an old school Presbyterian and he served. 

Ihis unity of action on the part of all Onristians had 
its influence for good in bringing them closer together in a com;on 
cause. Ihe organization of other church»os was only a means to 
greater service for tne community. | In such moves thoy were made 
to grow by division into more than one body. The bringing together 
of the church people helped in nany ways to make tüem helpful 
and sympathetic for each other and cementsd aievgunieh EN 


lasted during the life-time of the participants. : 
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BAPPIST CHURCH 

J. R. Wright of líright, Texas, a Post Ofiice noar tho 
present tovyn of Kress, lexas, came to Silvorton occasionally. «right 
was a cov man probably convorted after ho married. It wes said 
that his wife taught him how to read. H2 was a pretty good preacher 
and à fairly sucesssful évangelist. He was notod for Esp 
Cowboys, converting tnem, and many of them macó2 prcaconors, ono of 
whom vas o. 2. (Dick) Stewart. 

Er. Wright organizea a Baptist Ohurch at lakoviow -cíáool 
house south of Silvorton probably about 1895 or 1896. J. 5. Lope 
of iilo, preached there quite often, anà vas probably pastor of 
th» church for awhile. Jd. D. Cooke of near fiulia, Texas, was 
pastor of too iakoview Unurch from 1898 to 1900. 

1o show the illiteracy of soms of ihe olcG coiboys nom 
Wright converted, the foliowing is cited: After a week!s ms.ting 
in th$ summer of 1899, on Sunday night at tho closs of tue m.:ting, 
one of iiem unkno&n to the writ.r mace a litils talk to tno cnurcn, 
but.more especially to thé young folks. He said, ":oung folks, I 


wWanü 20 give you a little acvice, Youin's must wake up io yourns'!s 
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THE FIRST NETHODIST CHURCH 

The rirst lethodist preacher to appear on the scone was 
W. B. rord from Floyd or Hale County.  sviüontly he lived in the 
northeastern part of Hale County bscause he had locatcaá on land 
there according to iiss lary GCox's listory of Hale "ounty. 

The first sermon that I rsmegber him preaching, vas 
preached in the risher-IBnna store. He camo once a month whon 
he could g2t thore until ine fall of 1892 when kd 4. 4Wallaco as 
appointed to the 5Silverton "harge. 

zd R. $Wal:iace livsad in Floyd vounty 8t or nsar vella 
Plain. He came once each month until tne fall of 189l unen the 
church bought a house from i4. B. voampbell an& imr. Wallace movcd 
into 5ilvorton. He proached only once each month at siiverton 
and mace oi;hsr places tne oiher iüroe JUunGay2e 

Mr. (4a.lacs anc xr. T. L. Ànderson fsel pretty sure that 
the church was organized in the sprin; of 1892. 

Ihe follosing famalies were oither charter uxcombsrs of 
the church or became members soon thereafter: T. L. andersom, 
L. C. anà W. D. Fisher, I. s. Hanna, G. 4. Burrows, i. sz. Farmor, 
W. À. zodgers, and P. L. Crawford family. 

Ons other pastor of this Church during the 1890's was 


& lr. Banlman, 
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This church vas evidently organizeo in 1892 as were 
the Methodist and Baptist. I am sorry tnet I cannot find anybooy 
that has a record of this. 

J. |. Beck, a son-in-law of L. if. landreth, was the 
first preacher. He and lr. Ilancreth haa located on section 12, 
block À. Xr. Beck was also a school teacher and you will fina 
at the proper place that he and his wife taught the iirst public 
school at silverton. 

The Beck and iandreth families, the facily of iobert 
SeQgpWick, i. 5. bLaxwsoell, ana probably s. P. Garrutn were tne 
charter members. I thought there were others, bui; I do not know. 

This church lead ihe move for the first church builcing 
"hich wes erected by community subscriptions in 1893. inis 
Was knorn as the Cumbs2rland rresbytorian Church building.  rPresaching 
was done by all denominations in this church.  ihere was a 
ouniday ior each of four organizations. 

Prior to the erection of this Church all cnuren services 
had been at the Hanna-Fisher store for t4o or three monihs and 
at the first oublic school building rrom secomb:;r 1891 to ihe 
first of January 1893.  ?hen after the erection of the church 


building, all church services were held there to at least 1099. 


189l or 1895. The charter members wore the fanilies of HN. M. 
Dickerson, Mrs. PBtta Daniel, À. B. Donnell, it. A. Watson, J. H. Wright. 

This church had no rogular pastor, but only an occasional preacher. 
After yesrs and years, when the Presbyterian and Cumberland Presbyterian 
consolidated, the membership of these two organizations was thrown together. 


Ll 


NOTE: It can truthfully be said that the charter membership of these five 


organizations and of those joining these organizations in the 1890s and thei: 
descendents have all been substaintial citizens even to now. 
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THE CHUA HES 

The Christian Church (nov called the Church of Christ) 
Was establish»d about 1892. The first preacher was Gharles 5. 
omith, who lived in Floyd County.  Juaze J. N. stalbird often 
preached when they had no other preacher. 

The charter mombors of th» church wore the families of 
J. 5. Brooks, D. Brunson, Uncle Jesse and irs. Bryant, Job anc 
lkrs. Bryant, 4. 5. and irs, Chambless, L. H. Cooper, wife anc 
Several children, Hrs. ii. J. rrieze, lrs. ielilah, Anice, imra, 
and Mr. and irs. Nat. OG. 4aller, J. N. stalbird.  frobably tus 
3avage family. Mr. and iirs. John à. 5Aoods often came from the 
«uitacue Flats as did ir. and irs. Honea. Er. W. i1, Jewett 
was the first ono to b» baptized by this churcn.  Frobably 
George F. Holland was a member as well. 

Other preachers coming thore bsasiaes Smith voro Broyles, 
Vanüy, and sarl àÀrsensau, who began to preach uncn hs vas lj years 


oi age. 
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EARLY PHYSICIANS 
Dr. Isaac H, deti rus the first physician to lacate 
in ths county. His dwelling was one of the first two built in 
the town. He left for &rizona, 109  .. 
Dr. George F. lMcClencon located, 109 ^ but later noved to 
lYatador where he aicd 19 — . 
Dr. 4W. X. Burger located about 1095. He nad filea on lani 
north of the *ule Canon somewhere before coming to 3Silvcrton. 
Dr. L. G. Oxford located about 1895 or 1896. He did not stay lonc. 
Dr. 4. O. Brown located in the spring of 1897 and vas here 
until the fall of 1903. 
Dr. B. L. Jenkins boughi Dr. Bro«wn!s house in 1903 ana lived 
here on» year when he solà to Ur. J. d. Vermiliion. 
Dr. Joseph fonder locatsd about 190? aná was here about 
two ysars when he moved to Hale Center. 
Dr. -.lihu C. Puckett locatsc in 1898 and continued to 
practice until his desth, April 15, 1902. 
Dr. M. D. Bell ani Dr. J. à Orawforà locatea in 1905.  ür. 
Bell was there several years anà Dr. Orawford moved to lulia in 1915. 
Other physicians were Drs. J. J. Breaker, Charles r. Donnell, 


J. 2. iinyard and O. 7. Bundy. 
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THs FIRST? COURT Hc;USE 

The county was organized arch 15, 1892 but there 
was no courthouse. (à small shack haa been built on thdwest 
side of the street west of the courthouse.  Tnis was rcally a 
small affair and it seems to me the roof Was moro or. less-flak 
with some rounding as to cause water to run from it. 

This little house was occupied by the county and vistrict 
Clerk, T. L. Ànderson until around tho firsu of January, 1093. 

One evening aftsr school several of tns school 
children sent up on the street. ihe teacher, J. 4. Beck, bcing a 
preacher also, performed the ceremony that joined in wedlock 
Mr. John T. dimberly and Mrs. Josie Allen. 

It seems ons of the first vidings the county comnission.r!s 
court àid vas to start the erection-of à courtnouse,.  ihis was a 
two s;ory affair ancG dia auty for a good many years. 

Ihe contract to buila tne nouse was let to 4. C. onenaye 
It is certain tnat he was from aiush County, lexas andi irat ne 
knew J. Po nore who was running for governor that summor.  At.ady 
rate, àr. Oheney called a meeting of tn- men of toe conmunity and 
told them what a wonderful man J. 3. Hogg was. Being a big ov.;r-grown 
boy it seemed to me ugt it was something ;onderful that 
a man could know another man that was smart enough to run for 
governor. That was undoubtedly the iirst political speech cver 
made in Silvorton for governor. Yes, for any other person as far 
as it is known. 

I have no knowledge as to whom worked on the building 
of this courthouse. Lumber had to be hauled from Amarillo and all in all 
it was helpful to those who were able to do anything toward its 
building as it brought some monsy into the hands of those who 


worked on the building as well as to others. Probably the house 
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did not cost over $2,000 or $3,000 at most.  Howevor, a dollar 
in those days, camparea with a dollar of 19h7, «ould look as large as 
a 16 inch automobile tire, 
The Bur cR in plac2s in tns aisirict court room 
and tha tosn!'s second Cohristmas troe was hsld here as i have 
m2ntionsd in another place. This trse vas hola here as it vas the 
most conv-ntient place.  Inis tr.e was a knockout vhen comparec 
to all tüe other trees that it has been my lot to see anyvhero. 
Pretty soon after the iirst of tho year, 1093, t^v. county 
officials moved into this house andà eacn haa an office cv.n tnough 
it was small. Everything was small in tne way of houses. A one-room 
Shack and half-augouts were ;ood places to kcep warm andá 


good meals could be had at nearly any piace you right zo. 


& 
ihen the courthouse was finishod religious services 
were hela here until the first church vas erecteaà. Bro, I. H. Kimnbrough 
of Plainview, Texas was preaching onc Gay viüsn n2 told a story 
about a ir. Hoopor that did not belicve tnere was any 49od.  oome of 
Hooper's friends using ohosphorous vroto on tns wall of his bscroom, 
"Prepare to meet thy God, Oh Hooper." Thinking it was tno 
haniwriting on the wall Mr. Hooper became very much Gistrubed. 
Tha first cases to the pen from hore were tuo 
men that had stolen some horses from UeGraffen Rid. The sheriff, 
Miner Crawford, arrested thz:m and thzy were given two years. 
i 3omething happened that wc were at the courtnouse the 
evening they were sentenced. Thoy seemed to be nice appearing 
young feliovys. The idea that they were to be sent to the : 
Penitentiary bothered me considerably. Judge H. H. Wallace vas the 
District Judge and D. B. Hill was th» District Attornay. The Jistrict 


covered all the Fanhandle. Judge Wallace was quite a popular Judge in his 
entire District. 
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BUILDING TH; JAIL 

Thes little rock jail standing on tne north»ast 
corner of the courthousc square looks r&tner blecak as compared 
with new buildings all over oilvorton. Tnis litils builcing to 
me is worth preserving for a fei more years. 

Tnis jail was built in the spring ana surmer of 

189h. The sand was haulec from the lulc Canon and ston- were 
juarried some where near the roaa leaóoinz to tho iule. 
The contract was let to "cor;e L. i&amar, a contractor 
unier whom à. P. Lonnell nad worked during tue summer of 1890 
at 2gymour, 42exas.  lamar anà i/iiliam H. Srosn were the sione nasons, 
Virgin x. Bomar the carpenter and A. P. vonnoll, H. v. 5eaman and 
Frank 2. Gallovay were thc laborers. 

Gris oeanman Was ratier fleshy ani when the iouncaition 
was finished he decided to guit the job. 1. H. (uph) stevenson 
9*»as procuced to take his piace.  bph stayed on ino job until 
the iirst scafiolà was built to get tue material up to tus men on 
the wall, then, he failed to snow up for further work. 

À. P. Donnell received 42.50 per Gay and 1 supoose the 
other men were similarly paide. When zph quit faiher tola ILanarz 
that he believed his oldest son coulà do the work as he had had 
experience mixing mortar. Bring him on and I vill give him $1.75 
per day. There is where I came into the picture. My former experience 


was gained at Seymour when Il was ll years of age. 
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Then, I drew $.75 per day mixing mortar and carrying 
water for 8 men while they did the work. Thé b.ock of stone 
buildings stands northeast of the main busin5s district in 
Seymour, iexas. | 

lhis group of mon and the boy stayed on the job 
until the jail was finished and tns czpstono was placed. 20, 
"we builded the jail'. 

This jail was probably instrumcntsl in keeping 
our family on th» rlains. 4s badly as I wanted a LooG saodle the 
money was needed to defray expenses for family use.  Uther boys 
were going to vork for tne Jàs ard XIYs but I got no saddle. 

fhe carpenters were about to be over looksd.  V/irzil 
Bomar was hcad carp.nter anà I feel pretty sure thai rom 


Northcutt was helping him. 
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CZLETHZRY 
During October, 1891, the community vas shocked to 
hear of the death of little Tomnie Corry. She was probably 
|j or 9 years of age as she was under school age. Ihe caughter 
of Mr. anà rs. J. i. Corry and a sister of. setta ani iay Oorry, 
Ihis was the first burial in the present cemetery. 
Inere had been tyo pcople buried west of town on the northeast 
corner of section 17, block àÀ. ls. Javis ihe mother of &. (83ud) 
Davis and a man vho had arowneG in à lakz tuis Litt.r pari of 
Juno» or tho first part of July, 1891.  ihese remains wcre lavcr 
removed to the present cemetery.  iho arouncd man was à xr. G. i. 
Harley. 
The second grave in the cemetery was for a ir. rlurner 
who haG Gied on tne head of the oss Ganon ncar tho siio of :oy 
XMclurtry's "anch nomo. Er. Turnor moved tinere irom Zaylor vounty 
with a ur. Beeler and a Lr. Tubbs. Mr. Turner had a girl 
living with thm by ihe namo of Viola D2uffalo wno lat-r married 
5. À. lalcolm who settled on section 96 adjoining Silv;rton 
on the east. ihe present cemetsry was located on part oi that section, 
I helpea dig tnese first two gravss and several oiho 
I think the last on» that I helped dig was that for Warner «eid 
and Bob Ohristian vho were killed at a JÀ round-up noriiWest 
of the lackenzie crossing of the Tule vanon, Oct. 23, 1895. They 
* 
were buried Oct. 2h, 1895.  /arner was a son of àr. and.irs. ioses 
H, Reid who lived on the west line of Briscoe County. He was a^ 
brother of George W. WV. and Oscar ieid and Kate iteid. Bob Christian 


Was a brother of Jim and Bill Christian we nave known so well, 


hv "P. ! LIN ] ia ^ PR 


T" 


Lu 


M I " ! ! | | ix * " u i "is " nd "à n 

B ^ ii uber * £e a dois) gie 
iic Sp Me: TT c 
NOI veiadosg eA. ari OUnAD a | 


| .9. .. henijusp dT ds [codot *shug ew 2 
DENM D — — À à 
$^ : &. Ed jajcede: "T feld m ak 

deasdéuon E 116 nuo E dew oedagd. 2iqo3d os nesd zd Lu pu 

(udi) "e. qenion — efVsu .cu 44 3oofct E — 30 ume 
1o P9-p MESE sj d s ni bomwoto oed ow mar 5 515 blv&d 
"isoom[ ouds Xukncez lad Adr" dad jig js*«P1 cud sà cngv. 


ev £4) UU D OBAW (EM Dofeouo wo m aera; ais od bwwomel 


2. Á E $ P n ' Lo 
DECR E ER, :W B3 PV E 
"- ^ à » 4 E: itv ) Tu 


HE í ' ! i NE ios Vr T M 5 

)j ^ Xe ral UC 
T 

wu .uo à col cíw Xroduueg wid ml swa. nrossp adT Ts 


10 .QGi£S.00J 25-31 uoda9 z&0o odd 1o Dad edi no boi pui ow. axi iS 


viniov *OJWeU moi: e..vij'bovos «4:001 .T—  .cmod nons- a'vedudddl 0. 


iuxta B Hn "RoYAA wv "ba » c ddüu * 4 E. OX 191358 ata 8 dábw 
J. " bos RS. 
D iftam ^ 15d. oa Lu pA TUR aei "LO qu Sitio *d —-— &d Iw gii. 


au 


ER T *4 , " 


E i xa na d 
nmedsévilc i isibot: I L doks one n » dfe PT tn: níoats T S i 


4Joljoer Jenj Xo d«93 s0.. ^50o[ caw vurdenso ania, nas June add "o i3 
4m yt c , x ] ung 
"^ wirsurso isiovec I5 EvVSNS od jexti uer E Te tn n x 
&-7 1 maio ,» EN 1 2l "d - 


c cosbieb uTiSÁ ol jadj osw jl beqled I ded$ ome Bear od$ amid L4 


pom qDebdquot Ab s T belii euew onw nakdetado do& La 


zoty ^ ero SH EE ET aei? fie srt "do" gilseodo otsackagi -— d 


NOCT JASDOWU AES. Lg. . 
E AR Dr 
E ' 
es 1 1 8 (-—- e 


Edd S qutd ues 


THE EX-CONFEDGRATiS L32UNION 

Many people of the Panhanile and west Toxas will be 
surprized to know that the ex-confederate rzcunion had its origin 
in Silverton, :exas, at a üth of July cel.bration, July h, 1895. 

After the dinner had been served many of the ex-solciers 
gathered in the snade of the courthouse.  iaamy wore tho yarns spun 
about the Civil «ay anaà other vnings. inally som- ono» suggest.d 
that thzy nave a reunion soms whore soon. 

3ome of those who took part in tne organization were 
d. m. Wpight, R. À. Watson, D. H. (iat) Ewsency, J. a. Northcutt, 
Jd. à, Urawiord and others from Driscoe county as well as several mon from 
3wisher county, 

3oms kind of organization vas porfected ana it was 
agreed ibat tnsy have the reunion 5eptorber 5tn aná 6th, 1095 at 
the iackenzie crossing of the Tule Canon. li vas agreed to invite 
every soldier in the Fanhandle and «est Texas, especially thosc .:iving 
in tno area bcetéücen Amarillo anà Lubbock. 

Officers of sone kind were electec and commitiíces vere 
appointed to arrange for this reunion. à connmitteo composed of 
M. P. Stone, John Forgerson and Charles Lronnell was appointoc to dig 
the pit in which the meat as to be barbecued., 

People came from far and near in wagons, hacks and one 
horseback. Two Gays of speaking and talking wore enjoyed by those 
present. However, the younger set spent most of their times ricing 
the flying Jinny pulled by a little mule. 

This Was repeated àugust 5th and 6th, 1096 at the same 
place. Ihen, Flainview, :exas 1897-98 and 1899. It was moved to Canyon, 
Texas and SDEINEd for several years. 


This ex-Confederate organization became knoun as the 


"dj. B. Plemons" something for Judge Plemons, 
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During the 1900s the Cowboy's rcunion was aGded to it and 
it was usually spoken of & the Old 5oldier's and Cowboy's ieunion 
from then on, There v&s calf roping and broncho riding added in 
1900 which ements continued to the end, 

Thess reunions wero well attended by people sspccially 
from the surrounding counties whilc at Plainview.  Ihey turncG one 
nilk-pen calves3 out anc aàrove ovor to ilainvi w. 

The writer attended tne reunions in 1095, 1897, 90, 99 aná 
1900 anà 1201. ; 

These reunions were suoQessiul from rany angles. (hey brought 
the people from the different counties togcincr ana many 
founa friends they had knovyn before at other places.  :any nor friends 
were made whicn in after years wcre to aod to 5heir knoclcdge-of 
"the psople in the various counties. 

ihis first reunion was probably the first general rLathcring 
of tho people of tho rlains. The location on the zule for 
the first tío reunions was ideal.  ilonty oi water anc grass for 
the horsos. sere was the sito of the killing of taie horses and mules by 
Genezal Mackenzie at the head of the 1ule canon vith tno natural camp 
ground of the Indians, jusfovor the hill from the bone yard, where 
the Indians had possibly camped during the summer and fall vhile 
they kept a vigil over the horses and mules which had been stolen 
and brought here to fatten for trading. From here they possibly 
went out to kill the buffalo for winter meat. The legend of the 
camp, the killing of the horses and mules and the removal of the 


Indians wers all gone over and over by those at the reunion, 
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Every boy large enough to have a pony and saddle came 
horseback for all these boys were potential cowboys in the making. 
There wocre some cowboys with real ranch jobs and most of these worked 


for the Tule Hanch. All young boys had an ambition to be cowboys, and 


'" while they envied the cowboys their jobs in a way, they had an 


admiration for them. 

Such gatherings usually have some things happen that 
Stick to you. Johnnie Barnes of Tulia while square dancing had about 
all his short legs could do to keep up with his partner. The oid 
Seasoned cowboy, Bob Bishop, who was at that time boss of tne Tule 
Ranch, was dancing with a pretty girl in her early teens which he 
married in à short time. They lived happily ever aftcr - and still 
live at Duncan, Arizona. 

Mr. F. M. Faulkner had some fine registered Hereford cattle 
here. The first most of us had seen. Faulkner at tnat tine lived in 
Swisher County but the writer knew him at iclean and Canyon, Texas. He died in 
Plainview, Texas not rany years ago. 

There was a little horse race. Siler or Bob Fauikner 
rode a little sorrel while some other man rode the otner horse. 
Possibly it was Àllen Boren. They ran about 100 yards. The time 


killed getting ready and the short race made it rather dull, 
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GRASS HOPFPERS 

You may ask any one living on the Plains during the 
1890s what year the Aer hoppers were the worst, and they will give 
one and sometimes two years that they were the worst.  Zome will 
Say it was 1092; others say 1893; stili others will tell you it 
was 189h. Why this variation in dates? 

This plague of grass hoppers was termed the 
"Army Hoppers",. They traveled in army size. These armies were of various 
sizes. Some armies would cover from one to three sections of land. They 
invariably moved northeastward. Just why they moved in that directicn 
has been a subject of debate.  :he wind was ordinarily from 
the soutmwest and this possibly had more to do with the movement of the 
hoppers than did the rotation of the earth. However, the rotation 
of the earth is the main factor in giving us a clear southwest wind - 
when there is no storm center affecting the country. 

In Floyd and Hale Counties the hoppers were worst in 1893, vhile 
in Briscoe they were worst ir 1893 and 189h. ^ Near the south County 
line in the vicinity of the Applewhite, À. C. Wimberly, Dick Savage 
and the W. E. Burleson and west on the Francis location, an 
army of hoppers hatched out in the early sunmer of 1893. During 
July they were centered over section 38 Block B 2. This section 
of land was the first to be fenced to inself in all that part 
of the County. | J. E. Daniel and myself fenced it in July, 1893. The 
hoppers were so thick that one going toward the wind on horseback 
could only go in a walk or a short trot without the hoppers 
raising into your face. he land was dry. We managed to 
get a hole 6 to 8 inches deep and would then fill it with water 


So that we could dig deeper. 
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The next morning I would finish the digging ot the holes 
to a depth of 20 to 22 inches. 
This army of hoppers continued their march northeastward 
dying along the line in the early fall. This line was 
east and west for several sections. One group of hoppers 
died on section 15 block à. Other armies were at various places. 
The last of May, 189l these hoppers hatched right where 
the others had died. Those that hatched on the above mentioned 
section began to move northward.  lheir travel at first was slow 
as they could only hop. iater SINUS developed tney came a little 
faster. They reached our field in which there vere about 8 
acers of oats nearly ready to cut. Father knew, I guess, we had 
better cut the oats. The oats were mowed but when we tried to rake them 
the blades were all off the stalks. hone had be:n cut until 
the oats were flat on the ground. We lived on section number 6. 
Our cnickens were needing more feed than they were getting 
So they were turned out to help clean u» the hoppers. However, 
we could not eat the egcs. This shows how important it is to 
know what your chickens eat. 
Ihis army of hoppers continued nortlward until they 
had jumped off into Ross Camyon. That was the last hoppers we had. 
Ihe migration of these hoppers was watched through the 
two seasons. This is the way they did. 
À hopper i observed was a small grey one with his wings folded. 
Ás he rose from the ground in flight he was grey with a 


tinge of pale yellow and light black. These hoppers ate anything. 
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À BEAR HUNT 
During December, 1895, T. J. Braidfoot and Fred Braidfost; 
Frank D. Galloway, who worked for S. J. Arnold, and Little John Arnold, 


were getting wood and posts from Coon Canyon some six miles north 


from Silverton. little John Àrnold was not the John àrnolo who 


married Gertrude Braidfoot.  ihese boys were cousins and little 
John lived in Tenresses. He spent the winter of 1895-96 with his 
Uncle S. J. Arnold and returned to his home. 


Mr, Braidfoot found bear signs in à canyon within Coon 


Canyon and decided on.a plan for a bear hunt. He invited H. F. Stevenson 5I 
Uncle Bob and Capt. D. H. (Pat) Sweeney to join in the hunt. 

These men had hunted bear in Louisiana some time during their lives, 

but as faras I know, and believe, they never knew each other in the 


State of Louisana. 


The Braidfoots and Stevensons had filed on what was 
generally known as homestead land around the mouth of Dinner Creek 
and other places near by. 

Ihe day was set and the time was the week before Christmas, 
1895. . These three men, Frank Galloway, John Arnold, àrt lrieze, 
Little Bob Stevenson, Fred Braidfoot, and Charles Donnell went to the site 
of the Wood chopping area in the Coon Canyon. 

Ihe next morning Eph Stevenson, Harry Braidfoot and Fred 
Biffle were to come up the Coon Canyon from the river. Plans were 
made for the three older men to get into the lower canyon and we 
boys were to make a-drive on the sides of this canyon. Little Bob 
Stevenson and John Arnold took the west side while Art Frieze, 


Fred Braidfoot and Charles Donnell took the east side. 
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The Three men started earlier than the drivers so as 

to enable them to be in the canyon before the bear jumped. 

In less than an hour our Little Bob Stevenson and 
Joe Àrnold sighted the bear, a mother bear and three cubs, which 
took off into the canyon where the men were to be. Luckily the men 
were exactly at the right spot, as the bear came dosn the bluff. 
Firing began and soon the mother bear was down and two of the cubs. 
Ihe other cub taking fright ran to a small canyon, and while going 
out up the bluff on the opposite side. little Bob Stevenson shot him 
in the back as he ran; he rolled up into a ball and came tumbling to the 
bottom of the arroyo. 

These shots attracted us and we made haste to go to the 
place indicated by them. Volünteers were called to go back to the 
camp for horses to pack (Missouri word, but it seems to fit) the 
bear to the camp. Art, Fred Braidfoot and myself agreed to go. The 
camp was probably a mile away but it was hard going on foot. 
&hen we reached the camp we were all but starved. We ate a baked 
hen that my mother had placed into my chuck box and everything else 
in sight. By the time we got back to the arroyo where the bears were 
killed they had them on the bluff ready to be loaded onto the 
horses. My little pony, Dick, carried the mother bear. We made 
it to camp and began to cook bear meat. | À cub was skinned and started 
cooking in skillets. Frank Galloway made sour.dough biscuits, 
almost like no one else could make them, and Uncle Tom Braidfoot began 
to assemble the chittlings to make a big 'Son-of-gun stew'. 


We began to eat the bean steak and biscuits and to drink coffee. 
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The older men assured us that bear meat would not make 
us Sick. Capt. Pat Sweeney had some 'Big Bale! tobacco which we all 
tried to smoke and the older men told of their bear hunts and 
other interesting stories. Along in the early part of the night the 
Stew was sampled to see if it were getting done. Of course all 
had a sample of it. Before midnight it was all gone. It had vanished 
'into the empty heirs!. 

During the latter part of the night snow to the extent 
of 2? or 3 inches fell, and our beds were covered with it when 4e 
, aWoke the next morning. Because of the snow, it was thought advisable 
to try around for nore bear. After an all morning search no 
Signs of bear were found. (e returned to camp, ate dinner, 
divided the remainder of the meat and left for home. 

Why do I tell this story you might ask? First of all, 
I suppose it was the oniy one of its kind EIS pulled in the 
County. I read à brief account of this by little Bob Stevenson 
in a book prepared by some History Class in Silverton. 

I might add thst Little Bob Stevenson was R. F. Stevenson Jr, 
a Son of H. F. 5tevenson referred to above. He was cowboy, stockman, 
and sheriff of the county and often was referred to as a 
. friend of everyone. | 

At this date - 19l8- all these men are passed to the great 
beyond except Frank Calioway who lives at Hot Springs, New Mexico - 


and mysslf. 
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THE SECOND SCHOOL IN SILVERTON 

The county was organized March 19, 1892, but as 
yet there was no money for a public school. ev. J. W. Beck 
taught another subscription school during April and lay of 
1892. There are no records of the school and I have been urable 
to find any one that can give me an idea of the personnel 
of the student body. | Some of tho sare pupils that wore in the 
first school vere th»re to be sure with probably a few 
others. he only definite thing about them in my mind is 
that Vlark iiorris and l went to and from this School  norseback. 
Ihis evidently meant that our fanily was not otherwise represented. 

Ihe school continued until bare grass was in full 
bloom and Clark and I carrisd stalks loaded with blooms to 
the school and gave them to the girls. 

After the county was organized in 1892 th» different 
School districts were outlined and trustees elected. The first 
trustees elected were John à. Cooper, À. P. Donnell and . 

THE FIRST PUBLIC SCHOOL IN SILVERTON 

Preparations were made for a school to begin in 
September.  J. W. Beck and his wife Mrs. Stella Beck, were employed 
to teach this first public school. This was the third school 
but the first PUBLIC school. However, there . 
were some kind of schools started at differont localities by 
this time such as Milo, Iakeview, ztc. 

This school ran from the first of 3eptember to Christmas 
and again in the spring but with what intermissions I do not 


remerber. It was probably of 2 or 3 months duration. 
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THE FIRST PUBLICO SCHOOL 

There were two other girls that went either to this 
first public school or the second that did not livo with their 
folks. Viola Buffalo wss one and she lived with "5. Turner on 
ioss Canyon. She later married ialcolm. Cornelia Bryant from 
Old Zstacado probably stayed with the Braidfoots and went awhile. 
Lettie wells Sweatt came from somewhere and was in school at 
the first public school or the second. She married Dr. Ucorge i. 
Hic C1endon. 

The boys were still playing 'Scrub! but basoballs 
were scarce on the Plains as lumber or hen!s teeth. 4e made 
3 ball by pushing a long leaden bullet into a nut orf a bolt. 
Mr. J. À. Northcutt covered it with buckskin after it had be.:n 
wrapped with twine as tightly as it could be drawn. This looked 
like a baseball and acted like one until the leaden nut began 
to cut its way out. Then, foul balls were the order of tne day 
and my, how they could hit the catcher in the face. 

George Northcutt and myself b-ing the two older and 
largest boys did most of the catching behind the bat. Some times 
we had a leather glove that some man had thrown away that we used 
to protect out hands. Harry Braidfoot and Sam Donnell did most of 
the pitching while the other boys changed positions as one would 
be put out. 

Most of our relationships as students were very friendly 
as we were continuning our acquaintances. There were no fights and 
order on the play ground was good. It is to the credit of these 
boys that you can say,"The most of them who still live are the 
best of friends and have been all these years. The girls of 


Course were very, very good." 
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EARLY SCHOOLS 

There was built a little school house near the 
Southwest corner of D. H. (Pat) Sweeney's field. While we were 
building the jail it tovn Pat Sweeney, T. J. Morris andi H. C. 
Seaman began to prevail on me to teach school out there. 
I told them frankly that I did not know any thing about how 
to teach school. All that I knew was how to spell and work 
arithmetic. 

finally after considerable solicitation and some 
little encouragement from fatner, I decided to try my hand. 
Many things come along to change the course of a life or the 
course of his conduct to say the least. One can not be the architect 
of his own fortune because we come into contact with so nany 
difierent people. "5ny of them actually change our pians and in 
many instances our own lives. 

Children attending this school were: lIaura Bruce: 
Samuel, Lemuel, Bertha and leora Donnellg Robert and iattie Jjaness 
Clark, Wylie anc Florence Morris; l&y, Henry and Delia Seaman; 
lM&ud, Hiram and Lonnie Sweeney; laggie, Anna, Robert and l&y 
Watson; then in the spring of 1895, carrie and Willie Cooper 
and a boy that W. L. Jewett had with him that we callcd Willie Jewett. 

It was surprising to all the success we had. There was 
encouragement on the part of the patrons and a splendid co-operation 
on the part of the students in school. A11 bo ideas 
of school teaching that I possessed had been gained from ny 
former teachers, W. B. Hill, J. E. Daniel, J. W. Beck and Prof. H. D. 
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One little incident to show what little I knew 
and how self-conscious and backward I was might be of passing 
interost. Judge Stalbird informed me on Saturday that there 
would be an institute at !ilo the foliowing Friday and Saturday. 
He told me to be sure to be on hand. Judge Stalbird later became 
my friend and encouraged me greatly but up to now he was the 
county judge and far away from me. (I do not h»ve the courage 
to go Friday but on Saturday morning after talking vith my mother 
it seems best that I should zo. I saddled 'Old Hoan! and went 
across the iulo Canon to Milo. he meeting was in progress when 
l arrived. After awhile Judge Stalbird announced that we would 
have a few minutes recess, after which, we would discuss grammer 
in the Primary Grades and that he would ask me to open the discussion; 
That l wouló be followed by George Cope. My recess was a 
fight with myself. As soon as all were seated the Judge called 
me to the floor. I started off with a few statemsnts.  lhsre was 
the entire community of Milo looking me right in the eyes and my 
Words would hit the wall in front of me and fly back aná Slap me 
in the face. lhere Il stood; dunbfounded and blushing red; pretty 
Soon l managed to say, that the Judge had said that Üsorge vope would 
follow me; well, as far as I am concerned he can have it now. I sat 
down and realized that my feeble effort was an ignominious failure. 

Four years later after I had been to Teacher's college 
and had been teaching several months it was in ihis self same 
house that I had another chance. When I finished Uncle 


Willis l&lone, who had swallowed every word that I had said, 
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arose, extended his hand and szid,'"/5s11, Charlie, you have redesmed 
yourself." The whole community was there again and they wero very 
nice to me. I cherished those viords and have continued to think 
of the. over these years as words well spoken right out of the 
big heart of a man like Uncle Willis Malone. You know an old, 
bashful boy has to uos up with a lot of discouraging things, 
and words of commendation and encouragemwnt are like a healing 
balm to his very soul. 
This scnool house was 7 miles from a corner of Silverton - 
west and 3 miles north. Ííazer I also taught at Lakesriew 
and Rock Creek both of which are 7 miles from the soutiwest corner 
of 3ilverton. 
When, Cris Seaman was elected lax-assessoc in 1096 
be bought the house and moved it to Silverton. He livod in it 
for some time and later J. à. Northcutt lived in it with some additions. 
Üne sad thing that hapi;ened during the fall of 189l, 
was the death of irs. Seaman. | 
While the school went along about as others of ne 
County it appeared to me that if one were going to teach school 
he should be prepared for the task better than I. There seemod to 
be no charme for me to go to school and no ons ever suggested 
that it right be worth-while for me to go. I did not want to 
&o on teaching school like that. There seemed nothing else to 
do but get a job on the ranch. I went to Bob Bishop on the Tule 


Division of the Jàs and he promised me a job beginning eep. 25, 1895, 
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Àgain other uin changed my course, just as they 
have many of you who read this. During the winter I went to 
Warrensburg, Missouri to a Normal College were teachers are 
how to teach, 

I came home in the spring of 1897 having been away 
for a little more than a year. During the summer I attended a 
'Summer Normal! in the city of Plainview and procured a 2nd 


grade certificate to teach any where in the state of 'exas. 
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SNOWS AND SNOW STORMS 

The first real blizzard after we came to Briscoe 
County was at Silverton while the first Christmas tree was in 
progress, Christmas zve, 1891. ihe wind was very cold. 

Many of the people that were at the Ühristmas tree 
remained in the school house during the night. Cur family 
was there in a wagon and we made it home in the thick of the storm. 

Just how cold it was vould be merely a guess.  Hosever, 
it was pretty cols. 

Vuch has been written and said of the wind of the 
1890s. he wind really blew, and what I mean, it blew during 
the dry period from 1892 to 1897, 

The first big snow storm during the 1890s fell on 
sunday, January 28, 1895. The snow began fal.ing about ll O'Olock 
Suncay morning and continued to fall well into the night. ihe 
depth of this snow ranged from one to two feet on the level in 
Briscoe County.  lhis snow storm was issued in by strong wind; 
there ue enough wind to roll the snow in duduly swells. 

This was the beginning of a month of cold «weather. 

| Consult the weather report from the àÀmarillo isather 
bureau and you will see that January had 160 inches of moisture 
while February had 192 inches. 

In another article, you will find mentioned a trip to 
Clarendon by I. HR. Hanna, Fred Biffle, and myself, made om 
April 5, 1895. | Ton 

Ihe wind blew from the west at a teriffic rate during 


the entire day. During the night the wind shifted to the northwest 
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west and some snow came with it. This snow was drifted behind 
all up-standing objects, or near the side of buildincgs. The 
temperature was pretty low; However, we had no means of telling 
just how low. 

Ihe next bad storm came during the night of friday, 
December 8, 1898. This wasra blizzard of no mean proportions. 
Ásk J. À. Ohristian, iillie Morris, Henry Hastings, or some 
four or five Jà co&boys who were trying to get a hera of JÀ 
cattle into the Palo Duro Canyon. 

The weather bureau at smarillo shows 2.60 inches of 
moisture during December, 1898. 

Everybody remembers the February spe.l of 1899. Some 
are badly off on the days thzt were so cold.  ihis siorm came 
in with a vengeance early Saturday morning February 11, 1899 
dry and cold and with a hard wind.  ^;Sunday the 12th was a cold 
day. | Amarillo, I believe, reported a low of 16 degrees below zero. 
M. H. seid, on the Swisher-3riscoe County line, reported 17 degrees 
belos zero. This dry blizzard went out, as it came in, in a 
hurry. 

Another snow storm that no one has written anything 
about came Tuesday and Wednesday, February 25 and 26, 1903. 
Tuesday morning rain began to fall and continued incessantly 
until 10 À. M. Wednesday morning, when snow began to fall. This 
Snowfall was heavy and continued well into the night, the following 
night. Cattle had stood in rain one night and in snow 
another night. 

Ihe following night they went down into the mud, many 


of them could never get up from such a bed. The loss of cattle 
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was greater in Briscoe, Swisher, and Oastro, and other counties 
in parts of the Panhandle, especially when it rained than 

at any other time since. The losses amounted to some 5 per cent 
to as much as 75 per cent of many of the cowmen in this area. 

À snow storm of no mean proportion came Saturday and 
Sunday, the llth and l2th of February, 1905. This was exactly 
five years from the blizzard of 1899 occurring on the same days 
of the week and month as that storm. The weather bureau shows 
1.52 inches of moisture. 

We were in Fort Worth during this winter. It was 
cold and every thing iced over. The ice on the streets was 
from one to two inches thick. No vehicles were noticed on the 
Streets except beer and meat wagons. The horses were shod with 
Spiked shoes. | 

One of the worst storms of the Panhandle occurred 
$unday, November 18, 1906. There was lots of snow, and wind 
caused the worst drifting of any storms that has been in these 
parts. We lived at McLean on the Rock Island Hailway. The 
westbound passenger train reached Shamrock that evening. The 
same train came into lMclean the following Sunday, the 25th of 
November, 1906. | During the week snow engines equiped with a 
kind of a plow accompanied with around 30 Greeks tried to 
bucket it off the tracks. The snow had filled in the railroad 
'cuts!, and they had poor luck. Probably the Creeks could have 
shoveled the snow out faster without the assistance of the 
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